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LADIES' RETREAT.

In another cofamn may be seen the
announcement that a retreat for Jadies
will commence in the Sacred Heart
Convent on the third day of September
next, We have every reason to feel
that this will be gladsome news to a
large number of piously.disposed ladies,
who, on account of the erection of the
new wing just finished, could not last
year avail themselves of the blessed
opportunity of making their anuual re.
treat. Their happiness and satisfaction
will be all the more intense this time from
that deprivation, as aleo on account of the
more ample accommcdation affrded by
the new bulldinge, ineludieg & magnificent
chapel, which have been just completed
at a cost of $30,000, to the self eacrificlng
and devoted members of the community
of the Sscred Heart,

It would be scarcely possible to ‘magine, |

for 1ao2 of the world, beset with house-
hiold cares, temptations and avxietles, a
more acceptable or more delightful way
of spexding a few days of relaxation and
calm repoee, Here they have an oppor-
tunity, during four days of severance
irom the outside world, of reviewing thelr
poet life, of appearing each cne deily at the
bar of her own coneclence, of examining
her own heart's puleations aud their mo-
tives, of acknowledging to herself her
short comings, her foibles, her imperfec.
tions, aud the neceeeity for a chavge and
‘mprovement, Several times durlog the
dey the voice of an exhorter is heard,
e is & man of great experience in the srt
of directivg coneciences, He comes with
an abuudaut and varied stock of knowl-
«dge and famillarity with spiritusl matters
and the workings of hesvenly grace, that
people llving in the world, and battling
with its difficulties, can scarcely have any
«ouception of. He is elcquent, earnest
and percussive, He may speak for an
Zour at every spiritual exercise, but every
text is appropriate, every lesson exempli-
ied and picely conveyed, every appeal
iads a respousa, ard time flles. What
with the morning exerclees of meditation
and Holy Maes, with the dally conferences
and considerations, with the night sermon,
followed by solemn Benediction of the
mest Blessed Sacrament, the four
days run into one, and are really
Lut one. It s & day of jry, of new life
and resurrection, a day of holy purpose
aund a pledge of perseverance.

The additional rooms for visltors
lately supplied, the extensive halls and
corridors juet finlshed, and the beautiful
uew chapel that will be blesscd for the
oceasion—all will be new sources of attrac-
tion for those ladies who are deslrous of
making thelr annual retreat this year
within the hallowed precincts of the
<lacred Heart Convent, London,

A BOLD STROKE,

An extraordinary story, which cartles
with it conelderable plausibility, 1s related
concerning the plan on which it was In.
tended to work to operate the Presidental
:ampaign, if Mr, James G, Blalne had
been ominated as the candidate by the
Cilesgo Convertlon. The plan sald to
heve been adopted consisted in a most
letermlned atiempt to captare the vote
of New York etate, and the city of New
York was to be made the battle ground,
According to this stery, Mr. Blalne was to
amake a tour of Ireland during the pro-
gress of the campaign.  As a candidate for
the DPresldeucy, there is nmo doubt he
would have been the reciplent of an ova-
tion in every city and town of Ireland
where he would appear, the more especi-
ally as he would be regarded as a cham-
vlon of the Irith cause of Home Rule,and
the resolution passed by the National
Republican Convention In favor of Ire.
and’s rights would be appealed to as an
@vidence of his sincerity. Mr, Blalne’s
triumphant reception in Ireland would,
nodcubt, bave great wsight in bringing
to his side the Irlshmen of New York, and
itseems highly probable that enough Irish
votes would be thusobtalned to secure the
State for him, His friends estimate that
by this etroke of polley two out of three
of all the Iritchmen of the State would be

‘ A GREAT HARDSHIP,
| +A recent declsion of the Chancery Courts
bas fuflicted upon the evicted tenantry s

moat severe blow, and has given great eat.
isfaction to the rack-renting laudlords.

When tenants were evicted it has been the
custom of the Land League to erest bouses

for thelr relicf In the neighborhood on
eites which were supplied by the other
tenantry, and their right to do this was
| never called into question until recently,
| Suits were bronght in Chancery before the
| Vice-Chancellor snd the Master of the
Rolls to get them to declare that this
action is an act of waste which s Ir jarious
to the landlords’ interests, aud the judges
bave s0 declded; and bave lssued an
i1 jusction to prevent the erection of such
dwelling houses, and to remove those
which bave been erected. Thus the
evicted tenantry are to be made absolutely
bomeless, unlees leglslation can be
obtained which will give them relief.
This, of couse, will not be given by the
present Government, The only hopes for
| the evicted tenantry is to have recourse to
the law’s delay, by appealing their cases,
and if the Government be soon defeated
redress may be given by a new Minlstry,
or perhaps by an Irish Parllanient in Col.
lege Green.

THE POLICY OF MURDER.

Dr, Ridley, the physician who attended
Tuilamore jail while Mr, Mandeville was
confined there, committed suicide in
order to avoid giving evidence as to cruel
treatment inflicted on the prisoner. The
powers of derkness seemed to be
lesgued together for the protection of
the Government, Just when Col, Ming-
Harman became troublesome on account
of the narrow esoape of the Government
from defeat on the question of paying
his salary, he died and delivered them
from that trouble, and now Dr, Ridley
puts hiraself out of the way with a sim-
ilar ohject in view. It is stated that the
papers of degeased contain a confession
that the harshness of Mr, Mandeville’s
treatment was prempted. from high
quarters, and though the coroner has
taken possession of them it is believed
that Mr, Balfour will take measures for
their suppression, The Dublin Fiecman
says : “Had Ridley been a worse man he
would have faced examinatior, but not
being dead to human feeling he ended
bis life in & moment of overwhelming
shame,” However, sometimes even the
powers of darkness overreach themselves,
and it may so happen on this occasion,
Very possibly there will be sufficient
evidence to bring the guilt of the mur-
der home to the Government even with-
out Dr, Ridley, Daniel Goulding, a
warder of Tullamore, ggve evidence at
the irquest which has already caused a
great sensation, He deposed that on
the evening of November 22ad, the
governor of the jail said he had received
orders to etrip Mr, Mandeville ; that he
(witnese) and the other fivea warders
entered the prisoner’s cell and found
him sleeping soundly ; that the chief
warder shook the prisoner rudely and
aroused him ; that Mr, Mandeville re-
sisted but was soon stripped naked, and
that he cried, “For decency’s sake leave
my shirt,” whereupon the warder gave
him his shirt, in which he lay the rest of
the night, refusing to put on the prison
garb. The witness said he was aware that
Mr. Mandeville had been punished for
periods never recorded in the warder’s
book, It may be hoped that Mr. Blunt’s
evidence will be taken as to Mr, Bal.
four’s murderous intent, and if this be
the case the latter may not altogether
escape punishment. Mr, O'Brien has
stated that Dr. Ridley told him that
when he gave Commoner Hooper jute
for a mattress, he received a note from
Dublin Castlé next morning demanding
a reason for the relaxation,
Amid all this cruelty and oppression
the calm determination and forbearance
of the Irish is wonderful, At the very
moment when these developments are
taking place, Mr, Wm, O'Brien, himself
a victim of the same heartless tyranay
to which Mr, Mandeville succumbed,
said in a speech at Edinburgh, “he be-
lieved that deep in the heart of the
British people is & feeling of sickness
and loathing for the endless misery and
bloodguiltiness in Ireland, The deepest
desire of the Irish is to forgive and for.
get the miserable past, and to enter
upon a brighter and better time,”
There can be no doubt that the better
time is coming, motwithstanding the
hardships of the present,

4 DESPICABE ELEOTION TRICK.
The conduct of the Government in
removing a regiment of soldiers, in
which there were 200 voters, from Ayr
immediately before the election in that
conatituency wae made ‘the subject of
am enquiry in Parliament. The acousa-
tion was fully borne out by Mr, Stan.
hope's reply to Mr. MacNeill, It is

audoubtedly secured for him, New York
State belng gained, his electlon would be
¢:rain, for with New York onhis side
there are: enough States sure to the
Republicans to seeure/ & majority ‘In the
glectoral college.

|
|

i

known that a large majority of the sol.
dier voters were Liberals, and the.
Government, untdoubtedly, by this means
expecteéd to retain their formor major.
ity. ~The fact tLat ‘this contemptible

election during the absence of Mr,
Evans, the Liberal candidate, in
America, was not able to secure a seat
which had been previously theirs by so
decisive a majority, puts in the strongest
light the great change which has come
over the electors on the Irish question,
which was the issue by excellence which
wa3s brought before the voters in this
constituency, The following was the
conversation which occurred on the sub.
ject in the House :

Mr. Stanbope, replying to Mr, Maec:
Neill, said there was no militia corps of
Ayrahire Artillery. The Ayrshire Infan.
try Militia would drill at Ayr next month,
Probably it was the regiment of the
Argyll and Bute Artillery Militia which
bad been referred to, which had been
selected last Dacember to train this year
at Plymouth, The actual orders for the
embarkation were inhued ¢)m tll;a 17¢h lot
May (Opposition cheers). No appli
ut&n l:s‘:io' been received asking tgn
any change should be made in the
arrangement, but if it had been received
it would have been impossible to accede
to it (hear, hear),

Mr, MaoNeill asked whether it was
true that in the regiment in question
there were 200 voters, and whether it
bad been stationed at Campbeltown, one
of the Ayr burghs? (cheers).

Mr. Stanhope replied that as regarded
the number of voters in the regiment he
bad no information, and he did not in-
tend to ask for it (Ministerial cheers)
He believed the regiment had been
stationed gt Campbeltown, but the mili-
ary authorities decided in December
lnst that this year it should drill at Ply.
mouth.

Mr. T. P. O'Connor wished to know
whether the House was to understand
that the military auihorities had the
power of disfranchisiug a number of
soidier voters by removing them—
(Opposition cheers)—from the constitu
ency in which they had a vote at a time
when an election contest was going on
(cheers)

Mr. Stanhope said he was afraid that
military considerations overrode every
other consideration—(ironical Oppotition
(cheers)—ind that those who wers in the
service of the Government, whether in
the army or in the militia, must expect

to go where the military authorities sent
them,

AN IGNORANT MAGISTRACY,

The review of Mr. William O'Brien’s
caze befors the Exchequer Court has given
occaslon for a most damaging exposure of
the removable msglstrates to whom is
committed the carrying out of the Cer-
clon Act in Ireland. It will be remem-
bered tkat Mr, O'Brien was tried for
attending an illegal meeting of the
Natlonal League, and was sentenced to
three monthe’ imprisonment. The meeting
was in reality a public political meeting,
and not & meeting of the National League
a8 euch. It f& true that the people are all
members of the League, but this fact
could not change the character of the
meeting and make it illegal. But the re-
movable magistrates before whom the case
was trled were ready to take any course
which would be plessing to Mr, Balfour,
[n fact they hold office at the will of the
Government, and they can be dlsmissed at
any time if they do not prove themselves
obedient tools of Mr. Balfour. A large
msjority of these officlals had formerly
been pollcemen, or ofticers of low grade
in the army, and they are totally unfit, by
their lack of education, to occupy a judi.
clal position; nevertheless to them has
been committed the important task of
administering the Coerclon Act.  Mr,
Balfour, however, in a letter dated 15'h
February, took occaslon to speak very
highly of the qualifications of these mag-
Istrates. He sald “the great majorlty of
the resident meglstrates now serving in
Ireland . . , , are doing now, though
under clrcumstances of aggravated difti.
culty, the same work aud In the same
spirit of zeal and fidelity as that for which
Lord Spencer pralsed them before he
changed his political opinions.” However,

the judges of the Ecchequer Court have
Riven utterance to quite a different esti.

mate of the legal ability of these men,

Lord Chief Baron Palls and Bairon

Dowse spoke of the magistrates who tried

Mr. O'Brien in thestrongest terms of con-
tempt. They were guilty of asking and
followlng the advice of the prosecuting

Crown Attorney as to the preparation of
the case of Mr, O'Brien when they semt

it to the Court of Exchequer. Baron

Dowse declared this to be a most fm.

proper proceeding. He added “unless
these msglstrates are to be made over

they will never prepare a case by them.

selves, and they won’t do it because they

could’nt if they trled.” The Baron

farther said “if you get one of them that

can do it, he ought to be sent to the

Bidtish Museum.”

Lord Chief Baron Palles said: “The

Orown ought to be as independent as the

prisoner, and the magistrates ought to

bave as little to say to the Crown in the

matter of stating a case as the prisoner’s

lawyers,”

These first principles of jndiclal inde.

pendence were moat grosaly violated by

the presiding maglstrates at Mr, O'Brien’s

trial, without the least regard to decency,

and, as the two judges of the Exchequer

Court declared, the Crown did not even

prove the meeting to be an illegal on¢ for

which Me. O'Brien was sentenced.

The magistrates were ordered by the

court to commence the trial anew from

the beginning. And as Mr. O'Brien had

trick, along with their bringing on the

suit in the Exchequer Court,

Coercion Ac was pnssed through Parlia.
ment, the Government declared that i
did not create any new crimes, bat that it
was Intended to glve facllitles for the
puunishment of what was already recog:
nized as crimival. This pretence has been
finally disslpated by the judgment of the
Exchequer Court. Baron Diwse sald :
“I bave been surprised that it thould con.
tinue to be miserted that this Act created
no pew cffonces, Why, this I§ a pew
offence.” The Chief Baron then said :
“I decided in Walsh's case that the Act
did create a new cf':nce.”

Baron Drowse : “It clearly says that so
and 80 shall be an offsnce which was not
an offence when the Act passed.”

The Chief Bsron : “I agree that there
was no evidence upon the case that the
assembly was illegal at common law before

the statate, and it is not contended by the
Crown,”

It 1s therefore clear that the Govern.
ment have arbitrarily made a crime for
Ireland, what fs perfectly lawful in all
other portlons of the Britsh Empire, the

trime of discusiing freely a political ques.
tion.

THD DEBATE QN COERCION.
Nutwithetanding the fact that Mr, Mor-
ley’s motion of censure on the Govern-
ment for its tyrannical admiristration of
the Coerclon Act was defeated by
majority of ninety three, the moral vic.
tory was dec!dedly with the minority. It
could not ba expected, and it was not ¢x-
pected, that the motion would paes, but
an opportunity was given to call the
attention of the English public to the
cruelties enacted in Ireland under the pre-
tence of preserving law and order, and
besides the Liberal-Uaionists, by their
votes, belied the empty professlons which
they had #0 profusely made at the elec
tions that they are really oppored to the
cruelty of coerclon, and are anxtous to do
Justice to [reland if they can ooly do eo
without endangering the Unlon, By
their votes on this occasion they have
sauctioned the attacks made by Govern-
ment on the liberty of the prees, and of
political diecussion, and bave put them.
selves in their true light as Torles of the
deepest dye and enemies of true  Liberal.
lsm, The result mast be their utter anni-
hilation as & party at next election, If not
soomer. Another good regult of the dis
custion was the opportunity given to Mr,
Willlam O'Brien to make one of his most
brilllant epoeeches, in which he exposed the
tyranny of the opprersors of his country in
his most powerful style, He literally
demolished Colonel Saunderson and M,
T. W. Russell, Referring to the wuee
made by Mr. Russell of the boycotting of
Norah Fitzgerald, and the meck sympathy
which was expressed.for her, he eaid that
thousands of Norah Fitzgeralds had been
flang out to die in the gutter, or to meet
& worse fate on the streets of New York
and other American cities, the victims of
Irish landlordism, and for them there was
no sympathy. He then described Lord
Massarene in & torrent of Invective, quot-
ing Sir Redvers Buller, who had described
bim as a prcfligate and a drunkard, whose
tyranny was upheld by the whole power
of the Government. Here he added :

“These be your gods O Israel; these
are thé men you delight to honor, while
you clothe John Dillonin a felon's garb,”

He then defended the Plan of Campaign,
which he sald bad achleved many victories
for the tenants who could not gain relief
fn any other way, Out of more than
60,000 tenants who had fought their battle
by means of the Plan, there were only
280 evicted, and every one of these bad
been restored to his homestead.

Mer. Chaplin followed Mr, O’Brien, and
defended the course of the Government,
but his speech was exceedingly weak and
vapld. He eald if there is any one man
in England who s responsible for the
atrocities of the National Lesgue it is the
leader of the Opposition. He was here

lower court had been In the wrong, the
Crown was ordered to pay the costs of the

It will be remembered that when the

made use of the Plan were in no case ex

town to prevent the shedding of biood, and

towards him, instead of Iuflicting on him
the maxiam penalty,

thelr downfall, yet the Ayr election is but
one of a long eerles which points to the
same moral,

brought to the attention of the English
people the more surzly will her triumph
be attained, This was sbly polnted out
by Mr. Gladstone, who toward the con-
clusion of bis able eftort said;

“The curse of Cromwell lives in Ire.
land from generation to
Can it be supgo:ed that the people who
were aware that incredible atrocities have

could regard the law in the eame light as
the judge ?”
The motion was supported by 273

votee; 366 voted for the Government and
sgainat the motion,

PRAYER AND DRCUGHT,

The Toronto Mai! of the 18th inst. has
sn article under the title “the Clergy
and the Drought,” which takes boldly
the extreme Infidel position that prayers
for rsin, or for any other ‘“interruption
of God’s natursl order,” are a folly, and
it moreover asserts that the Churches ot
Caristendom are fast coming to acknowl-
€dge this. It says, among other thinge;
“Every creed in Caristendom is being
purged of the notion of what » modern
writer calls & partial and pliable God,
receiving in ita sread the juster concep-
tion of a Being too wise to be taught by
us, and too good to dispense curses and
bleseings in a spirit of revenge or favor-
itism,”
The iuference from all this is plain,
According to this view, wbich is really
the view of the old Epicureans, God
does not concern Himself wiin the affairs
of men, or at least He does not do so to
the extent of special providences, All
this precludes God from working mira.
cles, and of course that journal must
have its usual fling at the habitants of
Quebec, who still place some confidence
in the efticacy of prayer, who ask St
Anne to intercede for rain, who invoke
St Roch 88 a special protector against
small pox, §t Barbara against lightning
and go forth,
But not only is God’s power of work-
ing miracles denied, but even He is
excluded from any special power over
His own great work of creation. He
cannot eo arrange secondary causes as to
produce rain in answer to the earnest
supplications of His creatures,
This doctrine is Ingereollism, pure and
simple, Col. Ingersoll says: “All wor.
ship is based upon the belief that some
being exists who can, it he will, change
the natural order of events, The savage
prays to a stone that he calls a god,
while the Christian prays to a God that
he calls a spirit, and the prayers of both
are equally useful.”
Reason tells us that God, the free
Creator of the universe can control His
own work, and if science has discovered
a certain regular order by which He in
His wisdom operates, this does not
diminish His all-controlling power when
He thinks fit to intervene, even by
miracles, Revelation, bowever, is posi.
tive on this subject. The miracles re-
corded in Holy Writ constitute the very
basis of Revealed Religion, and the
special providences are almost equally
important, To deny God’s power in this
is equivalent both to the denial of His

interrupted with crles of “shame” and
“withdraw,” lustead of withdrawing this
insult to Mr. Gladstone, he continued:
“Mr. Gladstone might have forgotten
what he had formerly sald of the Parnel-
lite chiefs, but that would not be attri-
buted to loss of memory through the
infirmities of age,

Mr. Gladstone was the next speaker.
Referring to Mr, Obaplin he disposed of
bim In a few words. He sald : “However
much I may be efflicted with loss of
memory through the {nfirmities of age, I
hope, for some time, at all events, to be
able to cope with antsgonlsts of Mr,
Chaplin’s calibre,” He then pointed to
the fact, which of itself {s sufficlent to show
the barbarity with which Ireland {s treated,
that out of eighty.six Irich Nationalist
members who have eeats in that house,
nineteen have been sentenced to prison,
and if those nineteen went back to their
constituents, every man would be returned
again to Parllament with a larger ms jority
than before, as & mark of the detestation
with which the Government {s regarded
by the people of Ireland,

As to the Plan of Campaigo, Mr, Glad.
stone eaid that it was adopted as a last
resource by the tenantry, only when the

been put to expense to prove that the

ances under which they were suffering;

exist , and the total rejection of His
Reveuled Word, It was not precisely a
miracle, as we understand the term, that
the prayer ot Moses at Horeb (Ex. xvii.),
gained the victory for the children of
Israel, but it was a special providence
that “when Moses lifted up his hands
Israel overcame, but if he let them down
a little, Amalec overcame.” It was by
& similar special providence that the
words of Elias had their effect: “There
shall not be dew mnor rain these years,
but according to the words of my mouth,”
And only in the third year at his pray .z
‘‘the heavens grew dark with clouds and
wind, and there fell a great rain.”
(3 Kings, xviii, xix )

Yet the Mail is not without some
seemingly Christian authority in sup-
port of his view. The Protestant Bishop
of Manchester in a late sermon is quoted
as authority for the belief that “the
interruption of God’s natural order by
prayer is of doubtful validity,” This
only shows that infidelity is making
rapid strides where the authority of the
Catholic Church is rejected,  And as
far as miraculous cures are concerned, at
the shrine of St Anne of Beaupre and
other shrines, while we do not meen to

Government refused to redress the griev.

pretend that they always occur when

and the demsnds of the tenantry who

ceseive, but alwaye moderate. The Grand
Old Man continued: “It was a strange
frony of fate tbat Mr. Dillon should be
lectured on lawfulness by Colsnel Saun-
derson, who had threatened that in case
Parllament would paes a certain law, he
woiild advlse violent resistance to it. Mr,
Dlillon had used hls Iuflaence at Mitchells-

thls should have made the judge lenient

In spite of tbe large majorlty by which
the Government was sustained, the Ayr
election proves that they are tottering to

Oae thing 1is sure, the
more prominently the case of Ireland is

generation.

been committed fn the name of the law,

obtaining them, we do unhesitatingly
say that they occur nften enough to
show that the power ot God is as great
to day as it was in the days of Moses
or those of Christ, Theearnest faith of
the Quebec Labitants is a protest against
the epread of the dapgerous doctrines of
negati-n which Infidels are so busily
engaged in Propagating at the present
time, and the Christians of Canada owe
the habitunts a debt of gratitude for set.
ting up a barrier against the unbe lievers
who deny The Power of Godliness,
——\\\_
THE “PAN PRESBY TERIAN" COUN-
CIL,
—

The “Pan-Presbyterian’ Council, in
session In London, Eogland, has decided
to hold fts mext seeslon in Toronto, A
Canadian was appolnted as permanent
Secretary, Rev. Mr. Mathews, of Quebec,
It 1o reported that though a large mejority
were in favor of the usage of hymn singing,
they were unable to make ute of bymus
in the Councll as & European sect which
Is ecknowledged as Presbyterian oljacts
to the practics cn coneclentions grounde.
From the mesgre cable reports it would
eeem that there was a discuselon on (ke
“Infallibility and Inspiration of the Scilp-
ture.” Theso were defended by a num-
ber of the delegates, We would natur-
ally infer that they were also severely
a'tacked. The Council was remarksb!y
unanimous in condemuing “Romacism,”
which 1t declares must be opposed along
with Infidelity. In this connection ir ig
remarkable that Presbyterians on thisside
of the Atlactic Lave dome abeolutely
rothing to stem the Infidelity which is so
rampant here, leaving Catholic priests to
battle alore sgainst Ingersoll and hig
horde of blsephen crs who are wakig
euch ravages amcng Presbyteriane and
other Protestants, However, the priests
appear to get along very well without
them, and the Catholics, having within
their reach satisfactory antidotes to the
polsor, are mnot effected by it. The
Council closed on 12th July, after giving
due laudation to William III as the
patron of Clvil axd Religlous Liberty.,
Une of the speakers, ho wever, let the cat
out of the bag, stativg that the honor was
due to Billy because he established Pro-
testantiem; that is to say by persecuting
Catholics. Thisis the true Presbyterian
idea of Rellgious Liberty,

Resolutions were passed by the Council
to establish an order of deaconeases, to be
composed somewhat on the plan of the
Catholic Religlous Orders, but they will
not be bound to remain upmarried,

The next Council will meet in 1891,

A CATHOLIC REACTION IN MEXI(0,

It will be learned with great gratifica.
tion that the Churchin Mexieo is rapldly
gaining ground in the sffections of the
people.  Under the administration of
Juarez it was made penal for a priest to
appear with his cassock on the streets, the
schools were made secular, and the pro-
perty of the Religious Orders was
sequestrated, but though these laws are
stillin force, they have become a dead
letter to a great extent, owirg to the
strength of popular affection for religion.
The Rev. Samuel P. C:aver, a Presby-
terlan clergymen, writes a long letter to
the Independent, in which he states that
thereis a most decided reaction among the
people in favor of the Church. Wrlting
from a Presbyterian point of view, of
course it 1s to be expected that he would
consider the advance of Catholleity to be
a return to “blicd fanaticlsm and super-
stition,” and he 8o expresses himself, but
his testimony is all the more valuable on
this account. Hisletter ls, bowever, much
more mild than is ueual with Protestant
mi:slonaries who write upon the Catholic
Church, and we feel a pleasure in making
an extract from it. We may, under the
clrcumstances, very fairly cherish the hope
that Mexico may become once more Cath.
olic to the core, Mr. Oraver says :

“So strong were the measures taken
under the administration of Juar¢z and
Tierdo that it seemed as though the politi-
cal power of the Ohurch would be com-
pletely broken, while not a little of its
eocial and spiritual influence was destroyed.
In pursuance of this policy, the estabilsh-
ment of Protestantiem was encouraged as
8 ‘make weight sgeinst saevrdotalism,
Protestantlsm saw the open door and
came in., For some years progress was
rapld, and multitudes were accesstble to
the gospel mes:age. The land was dotted
over. °

WITH LITTLE PQINTS OF LIGHT

in the midst of the dense superstition and
epiritual darkness that prevailed. [t
seemed that the evangelization of Mexlco
was to be accomplished with great rapid-
ity, Much has indeed been accomplished
and much {s belng done to day ; but pro-
grees is not so rapid as formerly, and we
stop to inquire the cause, We find it in
a declded reaction In favor of the Roman
Catholic Church, The masses are less
acceesible now than they were ten years
8go, and the struggle of the priesthood to
regain their prestige and get control of
public affairs s persistent, carnest and
largely successful. It s true the reform
laws have not been repealed, but in many
parts of the country they are almost a
dead letter.  Processlons, the Host, the
priestly Vestments, clanging of bells and
other flagrant violations of the law are
extremely common, The authoritles in
many places connive at these violations,
and in others lack the nerve to exesute
the law againat the will of the fanatical

prayer is offered up for the parpose of

masses, These facts in themselves tndicate
something of a reaction, but there ars
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