
JUNK 27, 1808.

Uken by itorm. I would further dee 
pitch mounted messengers into *11 
parU of F.anders to announce the near- 
neb> of tee enemy, and to tnmmoh all 
the Clawarda to Comtral ; Met sires van 
flullcli and Keneaie ahonld also fall 
back on the place. In this way, l am 
lure, noble Count, that the Flemish 
army would within four day», arocunt 
to thirty thousand picked men of war, 
and then we need have no great fear of 
the French."

The knighti llatened In eager alienee, 
they could not help being astonished 
at the extraordinary man who had In 
a few minute» thought out »o able a 
method of defence, and given them each 
appropriate onuneol. Though they had 
long known Deecnlnck's high qualities, 
they could acarociy believe that they 
were the endowment» of a clothworker, 
a man from the elate cl the people.

*• You have more wisdom than all ol 
us together,'* cried Uiederik die Vo». 
"Yes, yes, it Is so Indeed; wo are far 
stronger than we thought. Now we 
turn over a new leaf; and I am Inclined 
to think the French will have good 
reason to rue their journey hither 
wards."

'• I thank Gfid,;Who has Inspired you 
with these counsels, M aster 1)jeon- 
Uck. " said the youthlnl Count; "your 
good service shall not lack its fitting 
reward. I will act on the plan yon 
have advlied; it la most wise and most 
prudent. I hope, Master Breydel, 
that yon will not fail to supply us the 
men whom you have promised."

" Bight thousand did I say, most 
noble Count?" replied Breydel. “Well, 
now, I say ten thousand. No gnlldman 
nor apprentice shall remain in Bruges ; 
young and old, all must forth to the 
fight, f will take care that the French 
shall not make their entry into Flan 
ders except over onr dead bodies, and 
their Dean», my friends, will do the 
same, 1 know right well."

" Certainly, noble lord," exclaimed 
the Dean» with one voice; " no man 
will fail in hi» duty, lor all are longing 
eagerly for the fight."

" O-r time 1» too preclooa to be con­
sumed in talking, said Guy. " Go now 
and gather the gnildsmen together with 
what speed you can; in two hour» I 
shall be ready to depart, and will place 
my.elf at the head of the expedition in 
the Friday Market-placs. Go now, 1 
am right well pleated with your zeal 
and courage.

All then left the hall. Guy immed­
iately despatched numerous mttbeugers 
In all directions to the nobles who still 
remained loyal to their tatherland; and 
at the same time he sent directions to 
William van Gulick and John van 
lteneese to fall back on Court rai.

The alarming tidings were spread in 
a !<.w moments over the whole city. A» 
the rumour diluted Itself, the number 
ol the enemy was exaggerated in a won­
derful manner, and now the French 
host was more than one hundred thons 
and strong. One may Imagine with 
what terror and grief the'sorrowful in 
telligence struck the women and chil 
dree. In every street were weeping 
mother» embracing their terrified 
daughter» with loving coropatalon. The 
children began to cry because they eaw 
their mothers weep and tremble, and 
without any notion of the danger that 
threatened them. Their agonised »ob« 
and the expression ol mortal terror on 
their countenances contrasted singular­
ly with the lofty an I Impatient bearing 
ol the men.
|, From all «idea hastened the guilds- 
men to the place of rends avons ; the 
clatter of the Iron plates, with which 
many wore covered, mingled, like a 
jocund long, with the wailing cries ol 
the women and children. Wnonever a 
party ol men met in the street, they 
halted a moment to exchange a few 
words, and kindle each other"» courage 
to the fight for victory or for death. 
Here and there might be Been a father 
at the door of his house, embracing one 
by one his children and their mother ; 
then dashing the tear» from hi» eye, 
and disappearing like an arrow in the 
direction of the Friday Market place ; 
and the mother would linger on the 
threshold of the house, gazing on the 
corner round which the father of her 
children had vanished. That iartwoll 
seemed to her a separation forever; 
tears rolled down from beneath her eye 
lid», she presied her chlldien to her 
throbbing breast, and turned back de­
spairingly into her home.

Already the gnildecen stood in long 
flic» in the market place; Breydel had 
kept his promise ; he counted amongst 
his men twelve thousand gnildsmen ssf 
all crafts. The axes of the butchers 
glittered like mirrors In the sunshine, 
and dazzled the beholder with their 
broad and fiery flashings. Over the 
heads of the cloth workers arose two 
thousand “good-days," with keen iron 
heads, and one division ol them carried 
crossbows. Guy was standing in the 
middle of the tquare, surrounded by a 
retinue of about twenty knights ; he 
was awaiting the return of tho remain 
ing craftsmen, who had been despatched 
into the city to collect waggons and 
horses. A clothworker whom Deoon- 
lock had sent to the great boll tower, 
ailranced into the market-place at this 
moment with the great standard of 
Binges. No sooner had the gnildsmen 
caught sight of the B'ue Lion, than 
they raised a deafening shout of joy, 
and ever anew was repeated tho war. 
cry which had given the signal of veil 
goance on that night of blood :

11 Flanders and the Lion I all that is 
French Is falsel"

And then they brandished their wea­
pons, as though already in the presence 
of the foe.

When all that was necessary had been 
disposed In the wagons, the bugles gave 
forth their shrill tones, and the men of 
Bruges left their city, with waving ban- 
fers, by the gate ol Ghent. The 
women wore now left without any pro­
tection; their distress was greater than 
ever; they saw nothing before them 
but misery and death. In the after- 
noon, Matilda left the city with all her 
maidens and attendants ; this hasty de­
parture led many to imagine that they 
would And a more secure retreat in 
Lourtral. They hastily gathered to­
gether a few necessaries, shat up their 
houses, and followed In the steps ol 
their hnsbands through the gate o( 
Ghent, Numberless families ran In

the catholic record.
this manner with bleeding feet the 
whole distance from Bruges to Court* 
rai, and watered with their bitter tears 
the grass which skirted the way; while 
m Bruges reigued a stillness—as of the 
grave.

TO BE CONTINUED.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH : WHAT 
18 IT?

1UU1IT UKV, MUit. JOHN 8. CANON
VAL01IAN, IN THK HI'UIKHT JOUR­
NAL FOR AVRIL.
41 What is the Catholic Church ? By 

what notes may we recognize it? These 
are questions,” writes the Bishop of 
Carlhle, 41 of great interest and im­
portance to all Christians who believe 
that the Cuurcli is as fcru y the budy of 
Christ as ile Himself is the Head.”

To these words of the Anglican 
Bishop we heartily subscribe. Wo be­
lieve, as he dues, that the Ohuroi is 
tho body of Christ. It is only when we 
come to his desorption of that body—a 
veritable monster of contradictions and 
of mutually repellent elenifnts-r-fchat 
wo feel it impossible to bind such a 
strange amorphous mass to a divine 
Head ; or, indeed, to dignify it by the 
name of a body at all. The mystical 
body of which Christ is the Head is a 
perfect organic whole, closely knit to­
gether in all its parts, ami in complete 
harmony with itself. In fact, if St. 
Paul's inspired words (l Cor. xii.) carry 
any weight, its unity In tho spiritual 
order must be as close and as harmoni­
ous as is the unity of a living human 
body in the physical order. The need 
of this note of unity, oq. the part of any 
society claiming to be the Church of 
Christ, is made apparent even by the 
figures under which it is represented in 
the New Testament.

Tüe B shop of Carlisle assures us of 
what everyone by this time must be 
aware, that 44 within the Church of 
England divisions are loudly rampant 
* * * and strong and obvious : 
amounting at times to bitter hostility ” 
(p 285) which seems to us only a 
roundabout way of saying that the 
Church of England is not the Church 
of Christ ; such divisions being alto 
gether fatal to the claim.

A HOCHE DIVIOED FALLS 1
Christ spoke of His Church as a king 

d< m, but a united king iom, (or it is lie 
Himself who observes, 44 if a kingdom 
be divided against itself that kingdom 
cannot stand ” (Mark iii. 24), and the 
kingdom of Christ is to stand for ever. 
Christ also compared His Church to a 
House (l Pet. ii. 5 ) but a united house, 
for again He declares that44 if a house 
be divided against itself, it cannot 
stand ” (Mark iii. 25).

But let us clear the ground a little, 
and start upon our investigation nu- 
trammeled by any preconceived notions 
and unhampered by the necessity ol 
defending an impossible position.

We see Christ come down upon earth, 
clothed in human form, and we ask : 
Who is He, and why has He come ? 
Men have compared Him with the 
founders of other religions ; but this Is 
a mistake, since there can be no com­
parison. He stands apart and is on a 
totally different footing, and must be 
judged by quite other canons. He is 
God, and therefore all-wise, all-power 
ful and all seeing. If He has a purpose, 
He knows how to accomplish it. If He 
lays down a polity or any particular 
system of Government, He knows ex­
actly how It will work and what the re­
sult will be, not merely a Century 
hence, but to the end of time. IIj is 
no mere conjecturer or experimenter. 
He is incapable of making a mistake or 
an error of judgment. If he has an end 
in view, He is quite certain of reaching 
it. What He establishes as a cause is 
sure of producing the eff >cts He intends. 
Tne means Ho chooses will be fully 
equal to the end in view. He is no 
novice, no bungler, no mere human 
workman, whose plans may be upset or 
whose work may fail. lie is not one to 
whom the future is hidden or obscure, 
or who cannot provide (or every contin­
gency. In one word : He is no mere 
man, however sagacious and prudent, 
but the omniscient and omnipotent God, 
exercising absolute sway throughout 
llis own creation.

And what has He come to do ? To 
establish a Church which is to teach (l) 
His doctrine, (2) to the entire world, 
(3) throughout all time ; so much we 
gather from His own explicit and em­
phatic declarations.

It is true that men may listen or not 
—for He will not coerce them, nor in­
terfere with their personal liberty ; 
but His Church will remain, and will 
spread out in all directions, as a tree 
spreads its branches (Mark iv. 31), and 
will teach with authority, and admonish, 
and cxirfc, and bear perpetual witness 
to Himself.

O BLIND BISHOP OF CARLISLE!
And bear this well in mind : it is to 

teach His doctrine, therefore it must 
be true ; it is true, and therefore it 
must be one ; and thirdly, this oneness 
is to be a sign for all, and therefore it 
must be of a nature to appeal to all, 
and to be seen by all, even as a great 
city on a high mountain that 44 cannot 
be hid ” (Mat. v. 14 ) The Bishop ol 
Carlisle writes tbao even still, after 
nearly two thousand years, 44 its visibil 
ity on eaifch is vague and dim ” ( j. 289 ) 
From which we are left to infer that, 
like Nelson at the battle of Copenhagen, 
His Lordship must be h Iding the glass 
to his blind eye. To us, the unity is 
as clear as the noonday sur. If it is 
His Church, it cannot possibly be local 
or national, or confined to any particu 
lar race or people, but world-wide and 
Catholic. To correspond with the de­
signs ol its divine Founder, and to be of 
any practical use to the multitude, it 
mast possess marks or characteristics 
by which not merely the learned and 
the leisured may recognize it, but the 
humble, the poor, the Illiterate, and 
the great masses, who have neither 
time nor aptitude (or deep study and 
research ; for Christ is Lord of all, and 
has as much —indeed, wo may say more 
—care for the ljwly and the ignorant, 
than for the great and worldly-wise.

What are these signs ? They are 
many. Bat we muet confine ourselves 

I to one, because It would bo impossible 
to treat of more in the space at our 

| disposal, and even of that one it is im

posiible to give more than the barest 
outline.
TUB SPECIAL SION OF GOD S CHURCH,

The special sign or mark of God's 
On arch, then, which wo will now briefly 
consider, is Unity. Tho Bishop of Car 
lisle, if we understand him aright, 
admits the note of unity, but in his 
mind it has nothing to do with truth, 
since he tells us that persons teaching 
such utterly irrocono'lable doctrines as 
Angllcana, “Preibj teriana, Methodists, 
Q lakers, Baptists, OonjrregUionalists, 
and many otoors ” (p. 2fc8), may all be 
Included In short, tho unity he de­
scribes at once suggests a sort of 
ecclesiastical Noah's Ark, or spiritual 
zoological garden, rather than anything 
else, in which all varieties of religions 
specimens ani products, ancient and 
modern, are gathered toge‘ber, and en­
closed by some fanciful wall of charity 
and mutual regard 1 How any Chris 
tian with a spark of reverence in hij 
composition can have the hardihood to 
atlirm that such an omnium gatherum as 
that can Uo the b dy of which Christ, 
tho God-man, is the Head, we must 
leave the sagacious reader to discover, 
for it is a task quite boyond ns. How­
ever, our main difficulty in accepting 
such an extraordinary view is the utter 
impossibility of squaring It with the 
explicit teaching of Christ Himself.

It nay bo the only view left to one 
who represents a Church in which doc­
trinal unity nas long since ceased tube 
anything mure than a beautiful dream ; 
bat it is in open conflict with the most 
explicit assurances and promises of Him 
Whoso promises simply cannot fail. 
God’s Church was not merely to teach 
tho truth, l-at it was itself to be 4 the 
pillar and ground of truth ” (l Tim. iii. 
15). Moreover, Christ promised to 
send His Holy Spirit, 44 the Spirit of 
truth,” upon His Caurch, to 44 abide 
with it for ever ” and to teach it all 
truth (vide J >hn, chap, xiv.-xvi )
HAS CHRlSr FORGOTTEN HR PROMUES ?

H Christ forgotten His promises or 
has Ile been unable to fulfil them ? To 
assert either of these propositions is to 
declare that He is not Gjd at all, but 
merely an imposter. For if He be in­
deed God incarnate ; then its follows 
that even if heaven and earth should 
pass away, His word thall never pass 
away.

Consequently, the zoological garden 
theory, with tho wall of charity as the 
only bond of unity, will not answer. 
With the inspired words of divine truth 
before us, we must sot it aside.

Patting ourselves in the position of a 
stranger pledged to no party, but 
merely looking over the world for the 
actual realization of Christ's di>ine 
promises, we fiud ourselves searching 
for a great organized society which 
shall (1) include men of 44 all nations;” 
which shall be (2) conspicuously visible, 
44 as a city on a hill ;" (3) essen tally 
unhed in the profession of 44 one faith, 
one Lord, one baptism ;” and which 
(4) shall be informed and held together 
by some enduring principle of unity— 
for unity among millions of independent 
men does not come about by chance.

To assert that Christ, Who knows the 
fickleness of man's nature and his 
tendency to differ upon every point, 
would command unity, and yet make no 
adequate provision to secure ani to 
maintain it, is to attribute foolishness 
to the All-wise.

Where shall we flndi this assembly or 
society of men, gathered from all 
nation*, yet united in one faith ? No 
whore except in that world-wide Church 
whose centre indeed is in Rome, but 
whose circumference is everywhere. 
Further, where shall we find a Church 
in full possession of a thoroughly 
adequate principle of unity, simple, 
practical, of easy appli ation, and in 
full working order ? Again we reply, 
in the Catholic Cnurch, in communion 
with Rome.

It may be objected to that these are 
mero stateinenûs. Then we will pro­
ceed to offer some proof.

Our divine Master compares Ils 
Church to a kingdom, a city., a house, 
a body, all of which figures suggest 
harmony and unity, and not “ unhappy 
divisions.” He also compares it to a 
tree (not a belt of trees or a forest, 
which would be required on tho Bishop 
of Carlisle's theory), but a single tree 
which puts out great branches.

THE CHURCH 18 AB A TREE.
We will select this last figure and 

examine it somewhat more in detail. 
In the first place, then, a tree is a 
single organic whole, and homogeneous 
throughout. Though it Is made up of a 
great number of different parts yet 
every one of these parts is In perfect 
harmony with tho rest, and all are cor­
related. Further, the different parts 
are not only correlated, but they arj 
disposed and arranged according to a 
special plan. The leaves are depend­
ent upon the smaller branche*, the 
smaller branches on the larger, 
and each of the larger depends 
upon one and tho same trunk. Sup­
posing the tree to be, e. g., an oak, 
then every part will have the Chirac 
teristics of tho oak. The leaves may 
be innumerable ; they may grow but 
each on a thousand different branches, 
will bear the unmistakable form and 
character of the oak. Search as we 
may, wo shall never find so much as one 
beech or ash or maple leaf on any 
branch that grows out of the oaken 
stem. How is this uniformity secured ? 
Toe answer is plain. They all draw 
their nourishment from the self-samo 
source. Every twig and leaf, even the 
most remote, Is fed by the sap rising 
from tho one trunk.

Now this is tho figure chosen—not by 
a human, but by a divine Person—by 
God incarnate, to symbolize His Church, 
And what is more, a moment's refleo 
tion will suffice to show how admirable 
and how faithful a figure it is.

The leaves represent the Catholic 
laity throughout the entire world. 
They are in direct communion with 
their respective parish priests (the 
smaller branches of the mystical tree ) 
The priests, in their turn, are in direct 
communion with their Bishops (i. e., 
the larger branches ) And all the 
B shops are in direct and constant cod 
munion with the Sovereign Pontiff, i. e. 
the trunk or stem of the entire tree.

What could be simpler, what could 
be more practical and efficacious ?

In this way the least and humblest 
catechumen In Australia or China is as

truly united with the great centre of 
authority at the Vatican, and as truly 
in touch with its decisions and its 
teaching, as the crowned heads of 
Spain or Italy, or indeed as the Arch 
bishops ol Paris or Westminster.
A MEBE WORD FROM THE VICAR OF 

CHRIST.
As a more pressure on the button 

will send the electric fluid coursing 
from ei d to end of the most compli­
cated electric system, so a mere com­
mand Horn the Vicar of Christ will 
solid a decree or a définition into the 
ears and hearts of every Catholic from 
end to end of the entire world. All 
assent, because all acknowledge his 
right to decide, and because the de­
dication of our Lord, 44 He that hear 
eth you, heareth Me,” is not explained 
away, nor robbed of its natural mean 
irg, but accepted and acted on as a 
fundamental truth,

A good deal h -s been written in The 
Times (vide Jan. and Feb) concern­
ing 44 lying cluokd.” ft was suggested 
that all pub ic clocks should bo syn­
chronized by being put in communica­
tion with and under the control of one 
reliable central timepiece. Surely 
” lying clerks ” (meaning clergymen) 
are worse than 44 lying decks,” ani 
stand in yet greater need of being con­
trolled by some one supreme and re­
liable authority.
THE SPLENDID UNITY OF THE CHURCH.

Hence Christ has provided that iu 
His Church all shall be ruled and 
directed by one. As the sap of an or­
dinary tree passes up through a single 
stem, then courses along the great 
outstretching arms and through each 
of the lessor branches until it enters 
into and gives life and vigor to every 
indivicual leaf, so the divine sap of 
revealed truth passes from the lips of 
the one Supreme Pastor, and is com­
municated to the Bishops, who in turn 
transmit it to the priests, who finally 
explain it and propose it to each in­
dividual member of the entire fl _>ck.

Now, whether an Anglican Bishop 
would care to admit unity in the Cath­
olic Church or not, ho must, at least, 
admit that we have all the machinery 
requisite to produce it. He must also 
grant that this machinery is of so 
simple and pratical a character that 
if put into motion, it must actu lly 
result in unity. In other churches on 
tho other baud, and notably in the 
Anglican, there is not merely no doc­
trinal unity, bat there is not even any 
great underlying principle ijf unity; 
nothing calculated to produce it, or 
even to maintain it, if produced.

With the Catholic Church it is far 
otherwise. If a Catholic be residing 
in England or in Italy, in America or 
Australia, in the Sandwich Islands or 
at the Cape, or in any other part of 
the^world, he is in touch with the local 
clergy, the local clergy are in touch 
with their respective Bishops, and the 
Bishops with the Pope, whose word is 
final, and whom all cbey. (Oio who 
would refuse to accept an ex cathe ira 
utterance, ceases, by that very fact, to 
be a Catholic. Ergo, etc.) So much 
being secured, but oae thing more is 
needed, and that is, that the Pope 
should bo guarded by God's Holy 
Spirit from teaching error, i. e., that 
at least, when he teaches the entire 
flock that has been entrusted to him 
concerning matters of faith or morals, 
he should be infa lible. Does ho pos­
sess that prerogative? Is be, on these 
occasions, infallible ? Our answer is : 
How could it be otherwise?
THE 1‘PI‘E NECESSARILY INFALLIBLE

Before touching upon the actual 
proofs, we may point out cer aln cir­
cumstances that seem to render any 
other conclusion impossible.

1. The infallibility of the Visible 
Head of Christ’s Cnurch upon oarth 
depends solely upon the will of Christ 
Himself, XVbo as God, is omnipotent.

2. It was Christ's will that His 
Church should be united, and that 
unity should be the very test of its 
truth ; bub without an infallible living 
authority to which all can appeal, unity 
is impossible. Therefore, etc.

3. Christ obliges ns to hear His 
representatives ‘as Himself.” 44 Who 
heareth you, heareth Me.” lie makes 
no distinction between His own and 
His delegated authority. Now, it is 
quite certain that we are not 4* hearing 
Uoi” if we are hearing lies, errors, 
and false doctrines, no matter from 
whose lips they proceed. Therefore, 
etc.

4. Christ threatens the most appal­
ling punishments to such as refuse to 
accept the doctrine taught by those to 
whom He has entrusted His message. 
He tells us that 44 it shall be more 
tolerable for the la ad of Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of j-idgmenfc” 
than lor them (Matt. x. 15). Now we 
decline to believe that a God of infin­
ite wisdom and justice and mercy could 
command us, under such a sanction, to 
believe a teacher unless at the fcatne 
time ho undertakes to safeguard that 
teacher from all error.

Those are a few of the circumstances 
which would lead an inquirer to sup 
pose, even a priori, that our Lord 
would bestow the gift of infallibility in 
teaching on tha supreme visible head 
of His Church. Granting this pre­
rogative, the perfect unity He pro­
mised is secured ; without it, one 
necessary ounditionis still wanting.

To give a full and exhaustive proof 
that St. Peter and each of his succes­
sors in turn receive this prerogative 
and teach the Church of God on earth 
infallibly, would require, nota few page s 
bub many volumes. Tho existing 
treatises on this tubj^ct would fill a 
library, so that all we can do at tho 
end of a shoot article is to indicate, in 
a few words, the general line of argu 
ment.

One of the most significative acts on 
tho part of our Lord, Who did nothing 
without a purpose, and nothing In vain, 
was His changing the name of the 
Apostle. If we studied the dealings of 
G >d with His people, we shall find that 
on certain special occasions, and with 
a view of accentuating certain more 
than usually important events, it was 
His wont to change tho names of llis 
servants, and to bestow upon them some 
signal appellation indicative o' the 
office or position they were called upon 
to fulfil. For example, when God made 
a special covenant with Abram, He

changed his name, declaring that he 
should ba no moro called Abram, 44 but 
thou shalt be called Abraham, because 
1 have made thee a father of many 
nations ” (Gen. xvii. 5) We haVj 
another example, iu the ease of Jacob 
wrestling with tho angel. Tho inspired 
writer tells us that the angel blessed 
Jacob and said, 44 Thy name shall bo 
uo longer Jacob, but Israel ; because, 
as a prince, thou hast power with God, 
and with men, and hast prevailed.” 
(Gen. xxxiii. 28, 29 )
CHRIST THE BUILDER AND VETER THE 

FOUNDATION.
Now a similar change of names was 

made in the case of the Prince of the 
Apostles. So soon as Jesus saw him, 
He said : 4,Th ju art Simon the son of 
Joua ; (bat) thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is interpreted Peter” 
(J a. i. 42 ) Now this was a moat ex 
eepbional thing to do, and would at 
once arrest attention. Naturally the 
q lostiou on every one's lips would bo : 
Why does Christ, the infinite God, im­
pose on Simon the name of Cephas, or 
Peter, or in plain English, “Rjck” ? 
Obviously, if Christ changed his name 
from Simon into Rack (Poter), it must 
mean that, in some way or another, he 
was destined to occupy the position of 
a rock.

* YOU are G0D*8 BUILDING ”
Thj surmise becomes a certainty, so 

8 >on as wo recall the fact that Christ 
was abjuc to build a Church. The 
apjfctle writes : “Yju are Uid's build- 
ing" (1 Cor. iii, 9). Now, for a mater­
ial building a material foundation is 
needed ; but llis Church was nob to 
be a material but & spiritual one, so 
it needed a spiritual foundation, that 
is to say, the stable, firm and persever­
ing faith of Its chief. In the Kith 
chapter of St. Matthew Christ asks, 
44Whom do men say that the Son of 
man is ? * After receiving the various 
answers. He continues : 4‘And whom 
do you say that I am?” Simon at 
once replies: “Thou art Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” And Jesus 
answering t-aid : “B eased art thou, 
Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it to thee, but My 
Father who is in heaven.” Thon con­
tinuing, He says: 44And l say to thee, 
that thou art a rock, and upon this rock 
I will build My church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 
And I will give to thee the keys of the 
kingdom ol heaven ; and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth, shall be bound 
also in heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth, shall be loosed 
also in heaven.”

Here we perceive the full force of 
Simon's change of name into R >ck or 
Peter. It was because the Church was 
to be built upon him. He was to bo Its 
support ; hold ,it together ; to keep 
it from falling to pieces ; to 
prevent ‘‘unhappy divisions,” not by 
virtue of his own innate strength, but 
by the power of God. “I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 
xxii. 33).

In this, Christ proves himself to be 
‘‘the wise man,” whom H3 described on 
a previous occasion as having 44t>uilb 
his house upon a rock; and the rain fell, 
and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and they beat upon a house, and 
it fell not, because it was founded on a 
rock ” ( Matt. vii. 24, 25). T io storm 
has been beating upon tho Catholic 
Church, for nearly two thousand years, 
even the Bishop of Carlisle has sent 
his little wavolet against it In his Jan­
uary article, but it is as firm as ever, 
for it is founded on the reck.

44 Tho rock” is Simon, who hence 
forth is to be ailed Rock, because on 
him the Church is to be built. 44 Thou 
art a rock, ard upon this rock (i. e. 
upon thee) [ will build My Church.'* 
Iu is not the apostles in general who 
are so addressed,but Simon only. Christ 
does not say, 44 upon you,” but 44 upon 
thee,” not “ you arc ” a rook, but 
44 thou art” a rock. It is Peter and 
his Kuceessors alone who are related to 
the Church ol Uod, as a foundation is 
related to a building. It is he who 
keeps all tho members together, who 
secures true unity throughout tho ages, 
and who hands down tho sacred deposit 
of tho faith intact. If this is not the 
way in which Christ intended unity to 
be mainteined, will the Bishop of Car­
lisle kindly tell us what is?
PETER HOLD! THE KEYS OF CHRI8T*8 

KINGDOM.
Bub further, Peter is not only the 

foundation, and the principle of union 
in the Church ; he is also its supreme 
visible pastor and ruler. For Christ, 
Who has all power, gives to Peter the 
keys. Not to James, not to John, not 
to any of the others, but to Peter only 
does He say : 44 To thee do l give 
the keys of tho kingdom of heaven.” 
Now, what is the force of those words? 
“The keys” is a thoroughly recog­
nized Oriental expression, used to de 
note the chief power. Who holds “the 
keys ” of a city has supreme control 
of the city, lienee the custom of hand­
ing over the keys to a conqueror. We 
have instances of its use both in the 
Old and in the New Testament. Tnus 
when Eliaolm is appointed over tho 
palace instead of Sobna, we road : “ I 
will lay the key of the house of D hvid 
upon his shoulder, and he shall open, 
and none shall shut ; and ho shall shut, 
and none shall open ” (Isa. xxii. 22 ) 
Nay more ; even God Himself, when 
speaking of His own absolute author 
ity and power, fiuds uo bettor symbul 
under which to present it than the 
symbol of the keys. In the Book of 
Revelation (i. 18) wo read : 44 I am the 
first and the last. * * * I have the 
keys of death and of hell.” Now Voter 
has the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
How did he come by them? Christ 
entrusted them to him. 44 To thee 
( vnd to no other) will I give the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven.” This is 
surely e'ear enough but Christ saw 
how these words would be misinter­
preted and stralneii from their proper 
meaning; so to make what is plain, 
plainer still, Ho drew out their mean­
ing yet more fully, adding, 44 Whatso­
ever thou shalt bind upon earth,” etc.

PETER 8PEAK8 F JR (JURIST.
When Voter speaks ex cathedra, he 

speaks with tho infallible authority 
conferred on him by God. And Peter 
still lives and still speaks, in tho per­
san of his successor. What he binds 
on earth, Is bound in heaven. If he
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defines a doctrine—let ns say, the Im­
maculate Conception of tne Biassed 
Virgin—whst. happens? 8 » soon as he 
defines it, he binds it upon the con* 
science of all Catholto». They are 
obliged to accept it. Bat is it true ? 
If the words of Cnrist are true, then 
it mnst bo true, because “ whatsoever 
thou, Rotor, shalt bind upon earth, 
shall be bound iu heaveu." IIJW 0an 
a definition bo “ bound in heaven," 
i. e., approved, accepted, ratified and 
acknowledged tn heav m—by God, If it 
be false or In any sense oat of harmony 
with troth ? 3

\ ho ready and doolie obedienos to 
one recognized infallible teacher mnst 
necessarily produce unity. It does 
produce unity ; and this unity exists 
to day among the 200,000,030 of Oath- 
olics of every nation aad tongue under 
heaven, more marked and mare mar­
velous than ever, and la the divine 
sign promised, and actually given by 
God to all who in humility of noart are 
seeking His Uhnrch.

TIIE 81‘EOTAOLE OF TLtd VATHJAM
COUNCIL.]

Tima alone prevents us from setting 
this fact moro fully before the reader. 
We mnst content ourselves by recall­
ing, merely by way of illustration, just 
one event whioh many no doubt still 
remember. We mean the Vatican 
Connell, held only thirty or forty years 
ago, when at the sum noils of ono hoary 
headed old man, l*opo Plus IX, Bishops 
and Archbishops and Cardinals and 
patriarchs from all parts of the world 
gathered together at the Vatican.

Tho London Tines of that date 
( December 10, 1803} expresses itself 
thus : “ Over seven hundred Bishops, 
more or less representing all Ohrlaien- 
dom, were seen gathered round one 
altar and one throne,partaking of the 
sarao divine mystery, and rendering 
homage by turns to the same spiritual 
authority and power. As they put on 
their mitres or took them off, and as 
they came to the steps of tho ' altar or 
to the foot of the common spiritual 
Father, it was impossible (says this 
great Protestant j mrnal) nut to feel 
the unity and the power of the Chureh 
whioh they represented. *

lha Daily News of l l;h December 
18HU writes; “ No other but the Pope 
could have assembled such a body as 
met to day in the Connell Hall ol St. 
Peters. * * * From "Uh; remet at 
quarters of tho globe — from a land 
that was just heard of when the 
Connell of Trent sat—that was then 
wholly unknown—from Palestine and 
Syria, cradles of Christianity, from 
Persia, from China, from the land of 
India, from Africa, from the Western 
Isles, as well as from the .countries 
washed by the Meditt rrauean, men of 
various languages and of diverse origin, 
men ol great learning and of great age, 
have come together to this famous etty 
(of K .me) In obedience, voluntary and 
spiritual obedience, to the pastor 
who claims to bo the successor ol St. 
Peter and the Vicegerent of God upon 
earth."

Almost every other non-Cathollo 
paper referred to the event in «miliar 
words. Indeed, the spectacle pre­
sented to the world by tho Catholic 
Church is nnlqne and without a paral­
lel. It exhibits, as no other religious 
body, the mark by which Christ de­
clared His Church should be known 
and recognized and distinguished from 
all others, and for which He prayed, 
saying ; Father, that they all may 
bo ono, as Thon art in Mo, and I in 
Tnee, that they also may bo one in ns, 
that] tho world may believe that Thou 
hast sent Me" (John xvii. 21). Doc­
trinal unity is tho touchstone ol troth. 
Whore there are differences, error has 
entered; ar,d, alasl "the gates ol 
hell " have prevailed.

The unity conceived by tho Bishop 
of Carlisle is, he tells us, 11 nnsearoh- 
able " and “ unfathomable ” and 
" vague and dim," and therefore about 
as serviceable a mark ol the true 
Church as a London milestone Would be 
if placed at the bottom of the sea.

It rally, we fuel it would be more 
logical to deny the divinity of Christ 
altogether, than to represent Him as 
una >le to fulfil His promises or to re­
deem His clearest pledges. The Times 
is more reasonable, when it writes it 
is -* impossible not to feel the unity 
and the power of tho Church ” whose 
centre is at Rome.

John S. Vacohan.
San Silvestro in Oapito, Rome.
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an indication of an ednoatod ransioal 
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in your homo, your friends know you 
have the best.
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