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went to the Battleboro agent

The ‘‘big man' of the M. & W
branch was Division Superintendent
John C. Colton. The majority of his
subordinates called him a tyrant, and
hated him accordingly , while even
the more kindly inclined admitted
that, at times, he was unnecessarily
dictatorial in his conduct of the
road’'s afiairs. His position was en-
tirely independent of the main line,
and gave him supreme authority. He
held in the hollow of his bhand the
official fate of every employee under
him, and woe betide the luckless one
who incurred his displeasure. Be he
track laborer or the head of a depart-
ment, there was no distinction made
The slightest infraction of the rules
meant almost instant dismissal from
the service.

Jack Bradley, therefore, could not
have hit unon a surer method of in-
eurring the displeasure of the division

superintendent. He fell in love with
Dorothy, only daughter of that au-
gust gentleman. A party given by a
mutual friend had first established
iriendly relations between then', these
quickly ripened into a more tender
feeling. But during the entire course
of their rather secret courtship, the
prospective father-in-law remained in
blissful ignorance of what was going
on. He had not the remotest dea
that the manly voung fcllow who ire-
guently played the cavalier to his
daughter was that same identical
young man who was down on the W
& C. payv-roll as station-master at
Battleboro. From her earliest girl
hood, he had tried to impress uponu
his daughter’s mind the importance

of having a proper realization of one's
station in life. Had he suspected lor
a moment that she had so ignored
bis teaching as to fall in love with a
man holding a subordinate and some-
what menial position on the very
road over which he presided, the ch-
max in the affairs of Bradley would
have come long before it did

There were prettier girls than Doro
thy Colton, but none more womanly
amd this admirable feminine trait was

what endeared her to the heart ol
Bradley.- He loved her ilor hersell
alone, and cared not a rap whether
mer father was manager or clerk, as
far as it concerned any future advant
ages to him. One night his happiness
reached its zenith in a little woman's

softly spoken word binding their live

together for weal or woe. The 1ol
lowing morning he awoke to a re
sponsibility that filled himm with ap
prehension The parental consent
was necessary, and rumors of ‘‘old
man'' Colton’s fiery temper had long
preyed upon his peace of mind

But there was no show of hesita-
tion apparent in his manner when he
called dpon the division superintend-
ent to plead the lover's cause. John
(. Colton heard himm through his sil-
ence, but all the time his eyes were
narrowing to ominous slits, behind
which gleamed the fires ol an impend-
ing eruption.

“You aﬁk my daughter's hand in
marriage 7" he commented coldly as
Bradley finished. “Don’t you think
this a rather remarkable request in
view of the fact that I don't even
know your name ?"’

Bradley suddenly recollected, with a
decidedly uncomfortable inward feel-
ing, that he had never been introduc-
ed to his future father-in-law He
hasten~ to supply the omission

“I'm Jack N. Bradlev,”" he explain-
ed weakly, knowing that he was mal
ing anything but a favorable impres
sion. “For the past ten months I've
been station-master at Battleboro on
the W. & C.." he added desperately

“Indeed !'" remarked Mr. Colton in
the same irigid tone. “You're get-
ting a thousand a year, 1 believe ?”

Bradley nodded

“My daughter’s allowances for per
sonal needs is nearly half that sum,”
continued Mr. Colton, *“‘which will
stop the moment she marries 1
would expect her husband to support
her in the manner to which she has
bheen accustomed, and a thousand a
vear is utterly inadequate. So  you
see, young man—" A deprecatory
gesture supplied the rest

“We would live according to our
means,’’ said Bradley firmly. ‘Doro-
thy will have to make a number of
sacrifices, and she is perfectly willing
to do so. We've talked it over.'

Then the rising storm of Colton's
anger burst

“Talked it over, have you ?"" he
snorted exeitedlv, his face growing
red as a beet. “Love in a cottage,
eh ?"" he demanded derisively. “‘Living
on love and a crust ?"' he sneered sar-
castically. ““Marrv my daughter, will
vou ?"’ he fairly velled, pounding vig-
arously on his desk. ‘‘Never—vou im-
pudent upstart ! vyou unprincipled
fortune-bunter ' DI'll=I'll="" and he |
half rose from his chair with his arm
raised threateningly.

Bradlev took a step nearer, his eyes
blazing. ‘“That will do '" he said in
a tone of voice that made the irate
C'olton pause, and sink back helpless-
lv in his chair. “I came here with
only the most honorable intentions'
he proceeded indignantly, “and you've
seen fit to insult me. There's only
one man from whom I'll take those
words, and he's the father of the wo-
man T love. As for Dorothy, she has
consented to be my wife_and I'm go-
ing to marry her some day—God will-
ing "

“Leave this office ' ordered Col
ton, fairly choking with a consuming
ra . “If vou don't/ ' '<his finger
nught a ’,l‘}\)‘ hutton under the de k.

“T'Nn throw vou
out 1"

“I'm eoing ! flune back

and ]],Iir" Ag for vorr por

: owled savagel

have the rter

: “1'11 break
he touches m

)

his infernal neck if
A moment l.l‘t'Y the foor \].lf‘.“’f\i be
nd him with a force that threatened
to shatter the frosted glass
John (. Colton was a man of m
moods. For some time after his ur
welcome visitor had departed, he =at
quietly at his desk, taoping medita-
tivelv up 2 the ink-well with the tip
of his penholder. Somehow or other.
as his anger cooled, he did not feel |
as much resentment toward his late |
Ner as he thoueht that vonng
nian's behavior warranted. He had
folt an for

any

shifting crew yelled a greeting as
they pushed a couple of ireight-cars
up the siding. Beyond this and the

occasional traffic incidental to the in-

stitution the station-agent lived an
official life of solitude

Bradley's first thought was 1to
|throw up his position. Then it oc-|

curred to him that that was probably
just what John C. Colton expected,

s0 he made up his mind to show the
division superintendent that he was
made of sterner stufi

During the months that foliowed,
Dorothy's loyalty and devotion re-
mained unwaveringly ‘‘true blue
Hardly a week passed that she did
not find an opportunity to stop ofi
at Elmton between trains, and ex-

change a few cheering words with her
lover. If her father was aware of
these clandestine meetings, he did not
seek to interfere. As for Bradley, he
was constantly buoved up by the hope
that some day their dark cloud of ad-
versity would show its silver lining.

One dav an excursion from Battle-
boro went down the road with Doro-
thy board. Bradlev caught the
flutter a handkerchief from one o
the windows as the train went whiz-
zing bv., Toward noon it began 1to
cloud up, and by three o'clock the
rain falling In torrents

As evening came on, Bradley began
to feel uneasv. He fell wondering
whether Dorothy had been caught In
the rain whether the dear little
woman hadn’'t got her feet wet All
manner of sickness resulting from wet

of

was
10

and

feet disturbed his peace of mind. But
all this is excusable of a man in love
and Bradley was hopelessly and in-

curably a victim of the infant god

He walked to the window, and peer-
ed out into the darkness. A more
disagreeable night could scarcely be
imagined. The rain was lashing the
panes in sheets, while sharp, inter-
mittent flashes of lightning lit up the
landscape. He turned

shudder, and picked up
issue of the Battleboro
his desk. Among the
was an item reporting the
an inmate from the State

lum. It continued as follows
“But a few vears ago the demented
man held a responsible position a
train despatcher on Leban
dranch of the L. C. & C. One night
he suffered a of duty that re
ulted in the wreck of two
A fast with sign
for a clear track, nto the
rear end of an accommodation, and a
number of passengers lost their lives
The subsequent horror of the tragedy
so preved upon the mind of the w
fortunate man that later it became
necessary  to place him under re
straint.”’

Bradley looked up from
and glanced out of the window re
flectivelv. No doubt the escaped man
was still at large. Perhaps at that
very moment be was prowling some-
where about the station, and little
did he imagine how near the truth
was his supposition

He was aroused by a few familiar
clicks from the instrument. Jt was
repeated with sharp insistence. Some
one wanted FElmton, and he O. K'd

A\ moment later came the following

Sidetrack No. i2. Express delaved

surrounding

away with a
the dav's

News lying on
local news
©*S( .lp(‘ Ol
as

the

lapse
fatal vear

1 t

1£0 exprie als set

( !.O\h('!l

the paper,

Due Elmton 7.40

He glanced at the clock. It was
7.30. No 12. the excursion, was due
at 7.33. This allowed him but three
minutes to set the signal

Snatching up a lantern, he dashed
for the door. The rain fairlv blinded
him as he pushed down the track
against the full swing of the storm
The crouching figure of a man sud-

denlv straightened up from bhehind the
sta®on truck, and followed him un-
seen. Reaching the signal-post Brad-
lev pulled down the lever, and n-
masked the red lamp

In the life of every man three comes

a moment when some instrinctive fear
warns him of the impending danger
Just then that feeling came to Brad-
lev. Something told him to turn, and
turn quickly, if he valued his life. He
was half-wov around when the hlow
descended

The cowardly troke seemed to
crash into his brain. The next inst-
ant he was lying on the ground with
every sense madly reeling. For fully
a minute he gay stunned complefe-
Iy paralvzed as though his hvart had
stopped.

A\N Consciousness rl"‘lrl'("’. h(‘ man-
arred to raise his bead. The dim glow
of the lantern refiected the distorted
features of a manac. As the distant
shriek of the approaching train pierc-
ed the din of the storm, the madman
answered it was a frenzied chuckle
Then with an intnite cunning, born of
{his Knowledge of railroad signals, he
‘grabbed the lever, and deliberately
swung it up, cutting ofi the red light

as

| The next moment he disappeared in
the darkness
The masking of the signal gave the

excursion a clear track, and only a

few miles above the express was
pounding the rails at sixty miles an
'hour.

| Bradley coul already discern the
| headlight of the coming trair Its
quickening murmur fairly drove him
|frantic. He a2ttempted to rise, but
[fell back with a groan. His mind

ipictured that awful crash beyond, but
overshadowing all else was the
thought of Dﬂh»“:_\‘

By will-power alone, Bradiey strug-
oled for supremacy over his physical
helplessness. He raised himself to his
hand aind Knees and inch by inch
ira 1 himsel to the signal-post
Fve ) hot agon ng pamns
thre } body The glow of the
excur 4 ht was .A:IVA-‘.\ re
:““"l] Or i' “V' o "‘ "-\ .‘_}' 1

rd to grip the lever-bar. With a
word ol 1p ication for just a mao-

ent u'r" his fingers losed iround
it Then once agan senses  de
serted him, but his grip did not re-
lax. As his form sank Pmply to the
ground. his suspended ecight pulled
{down the lever. Out of the darkness
overhead shot the glram of a blood-
red eye

! Then came the hiss of the air-brake
u\d the shrill screech of the brake-
shoe's clutch on the drivers, as Teddy
McGrath, swearing vividly to him-
self, My jammed his lever back ;

company meals for me."”

Fred Williams did not look in a
very wretched plight that afternoon
when his mother's friend, Miss Louise

Parsons, came in to visit him. It is
true his left leg was stretched out
straight, but it rested on the exten-

sion part of a very luxurious Morris
chair, and a down cover was thrown

over him. A table at his right was
piled with books and magazines,
while another stood at the left, with
a dish of fruit, a plate of cogkies

and a box of candy.

“Well, wounded warrior,
the battle ?" asked Miss
cheerfully, but Fred scowled
|Williams answered

“‘Oh, we think he will do very well
now. It is not a compound fracture,
anh if he will only be patient—"'

‘“‘Patient '"" broke in Fred. ‘‘How
in the world can a fellow be patient
when it's getting better weather ev-
ery dav, and he wants to get out on
the track and run, and pitch for the

l:n\h gu('\
Louise,
Mrs

bovs, and go out at night and spear
suckers in Jackson's brook, and—
well, just everything '" ,
“That does sound hard, but, Fred
there are plenty of things to do, afl-
ter all. See, I've bhrought over my
chessmen and board, and a book
‘The Game of Chess You study it
out a little, and we'll have some
\p“ idid battles
‘all me the Japanese and you the
ll.wuy.\ demanded Fred, eagerly
Anvthing you like, but if vyou are
a general you must be a brave one

all the
(Groan

iardhouse

M

and shut up in the g
bad soldiers—Mi Fuss
and Mr. Cross
“Well I'll  try
Fred answered, in
that his mother
and Miss

Miss Parsons, :
such a bright tone
threw a kiss at him,
Louise remarked promptly

“Then, I'm going to reward you
with a storyv, and, meanwhile, Jessie,
vou must take a zood nan. You have
had an s day, but Fred and 1
will entertain each other for a while’

Mrs, Williar lookir rested
iled and left the room
for the story Fred It
who was a leal
hov W hroken

l¢ I'h poor man had no legs at

anxio

al-

¢ ood
worse off than a th a
the cheeriest
[ v heard, and merry
\ 1 irequent nterx
» time T was last in Wash
goml
chilly
cloaks
when
rich

re nl\

rt o1 and he¢ W a aquit a
{Ine

look at some

a ermon on good cheer
dav | to
in a department store window,
the wind blew a whiff of some
fragrance to me. 1 sniffed, and tried
think what it was. It put me in
mind of mv old Quaker Aunt Ruth
and when T turned the corner I knew
whv. There in a sort of wheeled
chair or cart sat a cheery man with
a quilt over his lap, holding out
little white envelopes, and sayine
‘Lavender Fresh lavender ' Onlh
five package '" Then I knew
why 1 thought of Aunt Ruth
There were alwavs lavender baos
among her sheets and with the pil
towels

‘That dav | passed
the chill of the
was penetrating: my
was not lone before
mornine, T went that wav aegain. a
that time T stonped to  nurchase
When I took two packages he seemed
as pleased as if T had made him a
gift

‘.lp'ym!

10

cents a
had

of
right bv, for
Potomae dampness

fall coat Bnt it

one !Hlll" S

raise it ?' 1 1
mile at my
shipped from England,
ma'am. I get a bale of it at a time
through a wholesale druggist Take
it out of the envelopes and put it in

Do vou
rave ;
CIt's

asked,

he ignorance

a looser package, and it will smell
more. Then, if it quits, just ecrush
it a little, and it will be sweet again

Seems as if the more it's crushed the
sweeter it is.’

“ ‘Like some people, I suppose,’ 1
thought to myself. Then 1 ventured
to say : ‘Were you injured in the war
sir ¥

anda |

nerves
\'.In[l

very deuce with an engineer's
The train shd to a standstill a
distance bevond the station
The efiect of the ariving rain upon
Bradley's face revived himm almost as
soon as the conductor reached him
The train was hastily backed upon the

srding, and not a moment too soon
Before the wheels had stopped re-
volving the express went thundering

past.

for Battleboro a few minutes later
Rradley occupied an improvised couch
of trunks and old coats in the bag-
gage car. When the conductor looked

in shortly afterwards to se¢e how
things were getting along, the Dbag-

gageman tipped him a generous wink;

for beside the injured station-master
sat the daughter of the division
superintendent

-~ . .

‘ For a number of days following that
eventiul night, Bradley knew nothing
|of the world about him. He lay in
his room at his boarding-house in the
{grip of a raging fever brought about
{by the blow on his head and the sub-
sequent exposure. At times he lay in
{a death-like stupor from which he

would awaken with delirious bab-
blings of a terrible wreck he had fail
ed to avert And then again, he
would break forth in fierce railings
against himself for having caused the
death of the woman he loved. One
day he awoke to the scenes abo
him, and found her sitting by his
side. Without 3 word he put out his
hand to her She tod l n her
and in the sweel assur ¢ of hel pre
sence he was satisfie

When he was strong igh to per
mit of his reading 1t, | vas handed
an official leiter from the W. & (
It advised him of his promotion from |
station-master as Elmton to the posi-
tion of assistant passenger-agent

| the terminal office

And to fill his cup of happiness to
overflowing, Dorothy whispered very
confidentially into his ear what her
father had told her (hat very morn-
ing '—

Y1 will never permit you to marry
a station-agent,

stops like that play the

B el S

ser ger-agent. '’ -

. |
When the excursion train pulled out

but I've no objec- | her
tiors whatever to an usbhnt _Ppas- great
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