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figures ranging from 86.64 for sugar 
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From the reports furnished by corres­
pondents it is calculated that of the 
areas sown in Canada 3 p.e. spring 
wheat, 2.3 p.c. oats, 2.1 p.e. barley and 
3.8 p.c. flax will from various causes 
such as hail, flood, pests, etc., be entirely 
unproductive, and the following pre­
liminary estimates of yield are therefore 
based upon the areas to be harvested. 
On spring wheat the average yield per 
acre for Canada is provisionally placed 
at 21.08 bushels which upon a harvested 
area of 8,977,400 acres makes 1 j total 
yield of spring wheat to be 189,256,000 
bushels. This quantity added to the 
estimate of 16,773,300 bushels of fall 
wheat published last month gives the 
wheat total as 206, 029,300 bushels com­
pared with the final estimate for 1911 
of 215,851,000 bushels The yield per 
acre in 1911 was 22.19 bushels for fall 
ami 20.63 bushels for spring wheat.

The rye estimate is 3,136,000 bushels 
for 148,700 acres, a yield per acre of 
21.09 bushels compared with 2,694,400 

| bushels from 142,571 acres last year, a 
yield per acre of 18.89 bushels.

Barley with a yield per acre of 32.86 
bushels, gives a total yield of 46,b97,000 
bushels from the harvested acreage of 
1.415,200, the relative yield last year 
Wing 28.94 bushels per acre.

Oats yields 40.90 bushels per acre, as 
compared with 37.76 bushels last year, 
giving a total yield of 376,943,000 bus- 

I fiels upon a harvested area of 9,216,900 
j acres, the final figures of 1911 being 
1348,187,600 bushels from 9.219, 920 acres.

Flaxseed upon a greatly increased 
I acreage of 1,677,800 acres (allowing for
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deduction of non-productive areas) is ex­
pected to yield 23,145,00 bushels, or at 
the rate of 13.74 bushels per acre, figures 
which compare with a total of 7,867,000 
bushels from a productive area of only 
682,622 acres last year when, it will be 
recalled, so large a proportion of the 
area sown in the Northwest provinces 
was not harvested in consequence of the 
late and stormy season. For the three 
Northwest provinces the total yield of 
spring and fall wheat is estimated at 
189,984,000 bushels as compared with 
194,083,000' bushels in 1911 ; of oats the 
estimated yield is 230,387,000 bushels as 
compared with 212,819,000 bushels and 
of barley 29,189,000 bushels compared 
with 24,043,000 bushels.

The general condition of live stock 
is very satisfactory, being expressed in 
percentages of a standard of 100 repre­
senting a healthy and thrifty state, as 
94.66 p.c. horses, 94.90 p.c. milch cows, 
96 p.c. other cattle, 93.72 p.c. sheep and 
94.81 p.c. swine. ,

THE OPEN MIND

“Book-knowledge is a poor resource 
in the problems of life,” says J. H. 
Fabre, the naturalist. “In many cases” 
he adds, ‘ ‘ ignorance is a good thing. ’ ’ 
Relating an incident to illustrate the 
remark, he describes how Pasteur, the 
great man of science who was touring 
the Avignon region, called upon him un­
expectedly one day for the purpose of 
obtaining some information respecting 
the silkworm. Pasteur had been com­
missioned to investigate the plague which 
was overthrowing the silk industry for 
which that region of France is univer­
sally famous. This was in the early 
days before the nature of such diseases 
was known or understood.

A few words were exchanged upon 
the prevailing blight ; and then without 
further preamble the visitor said: “I 
should like to see some cocoons. I have


