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ii warm enough (or easy and rlean 
work, if the knife ii a good one so ai 
to be sharp and in fine order. Not 
all the knives in use ran be shar|>eiied 
to perfection by every bee-kee|>er. . . 
The sharpening of a knife is a work 
of art. Hingham knives, that he 
makes, dejtend on the fineness of the 
steel for their rutting ability anil qual­
ity and for holding an edge at a low 
temperature. Be-eled knives should 
lie sharpened almost entirely on the 
beveled side. I have found an ordin­
ary scythe stone, kept wet, to be the 
best to sharpen my knife. Select a 
fine smooth stone from a lot that are 
straight and smooth, .ind keep it ex­
clusively for the purpose. No knife 
can be shar|iened nicely on an uneven 
stone. One might suppose that such 
a stone would not give an edge fine 
enough for the punaise of uncapping, 
but it does on the knives I use. My 
opinion is, that with a good knife 
well sharpened, hot water is vastly 
worse than useless in uncapping 
sealed combs.”

No doubt there is a deal of truth in 
what Mr. Bingham says relative to 
some not understanding how to 
sharpen a knife; in fact, I am no ex­
pert in that line myself. Neverthe­
less, I am inclined to think that the 
quality of the knife is often to blame 
for the trouble. About the time Mr. 
Bingham first began to make his 
knives, my grandfather and great- 
uncle both purchased a knife from the 
maker direct. These two knives are 
still in the neighborhood, and I can, 
with little trouble, keep them in first- 
class order. Not so, however, with 
three or four other so-called Bingham 
knives purchased by myself during 
the past seven years; even profes­
sional knife-grinders cannot put a de­
cent lasting edge on them. The two

knives mentioned are not in my pus 
session, and the parties owning theinl 
will not sell them, else I would so..nj 
have them, even if I had to pay 
double the price of new knives, 
may as well admit that Mr. Ring 
ham's article in the Review ha 
aroused my curiosity and led to si 
correspondence, and I hope ere an
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While the writer cannot agree wit^ 
Mr. McEvoy as to the advisability i 
re-queening each colony every yea 
yet there is a great deal of truth i 
what he and Mr. Hand have to say i 
February 0. B. J. While my ejsperj 
ence has proven to my satisfaite 
that nearly all queens are as good th 
second year as in their first, after th 
second year a large percentage I egj 
to fail. While it is my aim to n 
place all queens of this age t 
young stock, yet my intentions y 
not always carried out, and I fr< 
admit that we have lost considerahj 
in the past by having too many c 
queens in our apiaries. I have an id 
that there are others in the same cat| 
gory, and, this being the case, radie 
articles on the subject, as, for 
stance, those of Messrs. McEvoy ai 
Hand, should prove of real benefit 
the fraternity. One paragraph in M 
Hand’s article is especially good, if 
should be written in letters of gd 
and hung up in a conspicuous pit 
in every apiary. I refer to the folk 
ing:

“We may talk about feeding, d 
spring stimulation, and jugglin',' wf 
combs, all of which may be all rig 
in their place, but we can’t dodge f 
fact that our success or failure 
more dependent upon the queen tk 
upon all else.”
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