4 FATTHLESS,

“ Because if l were your wife my first duty wonld he te
you, my parvents could «ml'v hold second place 5 as itis now, my
father and mother mnst come fivst and yon nest.”

“ 1 eannot agree with you, Kva, it is ernel, it is nnjust to
I wonld not ask yon to leave your luxurions home did |
not know 1 could offer yon one as good, thongh all my fortune
has sunk with the hank fuilure, ¢, Lesides a considerable
amount of money invested in different things, more than
enough to purehase a nice home in New York, and the situa-
tion Mr. Grant offers me is o certainty and the salary a splen-
did one”

Fvi drew back with a prowd gesture, ax she said, @ 1 have
sl onewy Alan Horten, that T am not ateaid of ]m\wl'\'. I do
not wish to know what money you have invested nor what
vour salary will be. When T promised to maery you I trusted
vou fully in all these things, and 1 do so now.  Were you u
millionaire and asked me to go with you [ shonld still vefuse
under the same conditions, and 1T expect the same trust and
vonfidence from you in veturn,”

Will you allow me to put our case in the hamls of yvour
father and mother, and abide by their decision ?"

*No" she answered, decidedly, ® heewnse it they told me
o .\’icl«l to yotr wishes | should disobey them.”

“ Amd yet your tey to make me believe that yon love me,
siniel \|.u| with a hlhlll, hard Bagh, “Why ot say at once
that you wish our engagement at an end, Who knows what
ible suitors may present themselves hefore we meet @
Perhaps it would De better to leave you free,”

¢ Perhaps the wish is father to the thought, and you de-
sire your own freedom,” answered vy throwing back her heawd
prowdly, Tt would be untair to keep you pledged tome. You
will likely meet many charming and heautiful women in your
new home, It may be years before we meet again, and nen
forget very soon,” and she drew theiv engagement ving from
her tinger and handed it towards him,

In o moment his arms were around hery Oy Fva, Fyva,
my own darling, forgive me! | deserve all you can say to me
but I am so lntlml\ dl\.\p]mmlwl I cannot bear the thougln
of leaving yous it is like tearing the heart from my hody,
Unfair to Lcup me pledged to yous why, Evag it I looked upon

me,

wiin,
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