
by our Lord to His Apostles," The sorvnnt is not greater than his master;

if thev have persecuted iSle, they will also persecute you." (St. John xv.

20 )
' Our Divine Redeemer came eating and drinking, and yet He pleased

not—our Holy Kallier instituted vefoinis, and he was repaid by treason

and revolution. Durin- iiis long reign, he has striven to make his people

happy, and noveitheiess, ha is reviled and calumniated. Amid all his un-

deserved sudVringsi the fiery trials to which ho has been subject^dj the

bitter nerswution and obloquy of whirii he has been the target, at the hands

of the base and depraved, ha pres^'uts a sublime spectacle to the world,—-

tiie noblest exaiiiple which the age has afforded of the triumph of moral

strength over brute forces of triith and virUie oyer falsehood and iniquity.

And why all this hatred and calumnv and injiwtice -which a«sail the Sove-

re'"n Pontitf? It is an old story: the continuation of the enmity placed

by'tiod between the seed of the woman and that of the serpent, the unin-

terninted wartan! between good and evil, that has raged in the world since

the lall. The Holy Father is the visible Head of the Christian religion,

and the enemies of Jesus and of His blessed work on earth hate him on

that account, and would destroy him if they conUl. The Papacy is the

foundation of the everlasting Church, the centre of its unity and iountain

of iurisdictior, and they see at a glance that by destroying the Papacy, they

would thereby destrov the lieligion they detest. It is the old cry oi the

Deicides :
' Away with Him, away with Him," " we will have no king but

Cjcsar." The Papacv isalso the guardian of order, tVe bulwark of society

anciof thrones, and the revolution aims at the destruction of these through

the downfall of the Papacy. Of course, the enemies of religion and ot so-

ciety mask their sataiiic designs under the flimsy veil of pretence. They

would they allef^e, respect religion, and would not Jill a profane hand

a'-ainst the sacred ark of the Christian ( hurch. They would surround the

au'nist Head of the Church with all the veneration and pomp due to his ex-

alted di'-'iiity, but they would dei)rivo him of his temporal power in order

lo leave" hini free! to'attend exclusively to the interests of religion, and

would establish "a free Church in a fre."- State."

In order to understand the absurdilies of these pretences, the shallow

sophistrv of these vapid declaniatioiis, the glaiiiig injustice and whkedness

of this self-imposed mission of ilie revolutionists, it may be useful to go to

the root of the Roman question, and glance briefly at the tremendous issues

it involves. ^, ,» i i • , r i

We shall begin b\ .-tating that the Primacy of St. Peter and his lawful

su'-cessors over the Christian Church is an article ot faith and a funda-

mental doctrine of Citholivism. What the sun is to the solar system, that

the Primacy <«f the Apostolic See is to the Catholic system of belief. The

ClHircli is a kingdom, it must have a chief ruler; it is a visible bod>, it

must hiive a s isihie head ; it is a house, it must have a head of the family ;

if is a slu'ep-iold, it must have a su))renie shepherd. Our Rlessed Lord

I

roitusril Peter liie iieadship of the Ciiiirrli, when He said, " I say unto


