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to fonfiilt him about It in the fninll'.n: degree. It is im-

poflible tliat the Governor can ( xtx-dt any fuch thinpj from

the citizens; tlien who, and what is this Colonel that

aflunnes fuch airs? lie mult ccitainly be military mad, ami

if we remain longer in his corps we (hall catch the intcdion,

for it is truly a very contagious difordcr.

The defendants having thus dofcribcd the beginning and

progrcfs of the Militia bufinefs, which has led to this pro-

iecuiion, fubtnit to j*our confideration, if they, (or whoever

elfe may have been the authors) have not had too much
provocation to write this laughable, ludicrous, Iludibraflic piece,

which touches a little on the follies of the profccutor.

If writing, or printing and publilhing any thin-i that may
tend to provoke a citizen to rage and anger, pnd exciting

difcontent, and divifions among the citizens be criminal, cer-

tainly Mr. C.ddwcil is higly criminal for ilTuing fuch cruel

unjuftifiable orders and fentences, which were neither necef-

fary nor ufeful, and altogether illegal and contrary to the

Ordinance ; you perceive thiit though the defendants were ex-

tremely inriil:ed and injured, they did not follow his example
by a milchievous, or calumniating publication; if he has

fuftnined any v/rong in his perlon, property, or good name,
he has his rem; dy againft the authors wlioever they arc in

the Civil Court, where he fliould have fought it, and not have
• pi ofecuted for a libel, which, even § Lord Mansfield acknow«»

ledges, is jullifiable and not criminal, if provocation be given j

and of that you hive had very ample proof.

This is a very important queilion to the community at large,

to every individual in it, to die future generation and inha-

habitants, as well as to the prefent. It cioes not concern the

profecutor and the defendants only; fdr if its influence did

not extend beyond them, it would matter very little what
would be the punifliment, or the fate of the defendants, or

the profecutor.

§ The cafe was Rex verfus Woodfall, pjofecutcd for a libel on z letter figned
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