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Whet i8 the hem of Ch'ri8t»» g»r»i€(nt? We will consider this bye-wid-

bye. First of all, let as think of the beautiful niMrraUve of which our text

forms a part. It is an aofoimt of o<fe of our Lord's miracles—a miracle of a

very interesting nature. The miracles of Christ were wrought for several

purposes. One obvious purpose of a miracle was to heal the penwn suffering.

A second was, perhaps, to giye aa evidence of the divinity of our Lord—4liat

he was really a messenger sent from Qqd. A third benefit connected with,

at least, one of his miracles, wa» qf a spiritual and instructive character; *

some of them were evidently designed as parables to well as miracles. The

record is a record of an actual fact, and yet the record is full of spiritual

instruction. Spiritual truths -Twem embodied in the acts of our Lord.

Everything onx Lord said and taught—as I have been endeavoring to shew

in the pther church—was an illustration of the c^racter and qonduct of Ood

the invisible, and we may.well suppose that the reason why someofth*

miracles were selected for description rather than others, was that there was

instruction conveyed of a mo^al and spiritual character ih the miraele itself,

even as all nature, to a contemplative mind and ear, contains spiritual and •

heavenly lessons. This miiaole was a very suggestive one. Here was

»

woman who was diseased ; this is a fitting representative of sin. As diseagev

with the bodily organs hinders their operation and shortens life, so sin

interferes jtfjjjjL our spiritual functions, prevents out hearing God's voice,

feeing Od^Hb, fediiig GQ^'b love, running in God's ways. This
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