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^ lej^slation ; bijt wS^re unable to Sfo the point for the follow-

inj; reasons h-^The restnctive iilles' are properly tsonfined to

five,points only, so tUij^thc p;cneral conference. may lej^islate

as it pleaBBS on all maittcrs except those especially referred to,;

and no layinnn hag^ii rij^ht to say why do ye so. And then

again, we denjr that the 'Wistrictive ry|b j^'ives the luity .any

power to legislate. That thoy have a powef over legislation

*on those points is * fact ; but that power is sbput the sanie aflv

the veto power which.the Qovernor Generftl exercises over the

'legislation of the province. If there is any advantage in their

.relation, it i#on iho side of the Governor, for^ he has thic

r^ht, when h^6 delivers his niegsagp at the opening of Parlia-

ment, to ask for whatever legislation he may thinld best calctf*

lated to serv^fiie interests ^of the country. In this way l^e is

,
enabled not on^to set, before the members of ^arliamei^t his

^'view^ but to" set tliem equally befor^.the vcojaniry; whil^ the

laity ofHhe church enjoy no such i)rivilege. The contititu-

tibn does not .give the people a right to send a message td the

vgeneral conference, setting forth their views of the legislation

required to meet the necessities of the church, but simply, to

iicquiesce in that which does not conflict with t^ restrictive

rulfr, and to Veto that which does-. So far from this plan

uniting the l^ity and ministry in a legislative point of view, it

merely secures the laity aWinst oppressive legislation on the

part of the ministry, without giving them the slightest degree

of power or, liberty in originating legislatfon. This has, to

some extent, arrayed the laity and ministry against each othet

in matters of .legislation.. Several instances have fallen under

our own observation, which serve to con|irm us in this matter,

one of which is very fresh j|u our memory, and no dStibt is in

the memory of all the ministers who have a, care for these

^matters. The last? General Conference past a law for the

adoptio^srf a systematic plan for the reception of, members

into full connection, by which much disorder would be prei

vented. As it- eflfected the conditions of i^^mbership it had
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to go before the quarterly conferences for their sanction. As"
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