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able to military service a man in t' e infantry, for example,

ONLY HKFiVKS AN A\ EHAGK CF 8 DAYS A YKAU, INCLU-

DING INSl'ECTIONS UF AKMH AND KFFKCTS.

Perhaps tlic Swiss "spirif is cle.irly shown by one of their

officers who Wrote '-Th.it which characterizes the Swiss army ie

the abBolnte willinsuess of every man, which is the key-note of

his work, ratriotism is highly dovtlopod in Switzerland, the

instruction of even the little ones is directed to ttiis end by

their teachers. Consequently, the Swiss citizen acc?pts with en-

thusiasm all the inconvtnienc.s cmanatinK from the military

law, which he knows has l)ecn confirmed by a solemn vote of

the
'

electors of his country. lisidLS, be realizes that every mo-

ment of bis n Llitary instructions is us fully employed, and all,

from the lo^vest to the hiKhtst rank, endeavour to i.erfect their

attainments, with the fixed idea that the existence of their

Countrv niiiv depend upon it."

I'erbi.i.s the r<coirnit;ou <.f the National S|iirif cornea all

the better from ;. forei-ner. and a Capt. A. <le Tarle of the

French arn.y, in bii- review .f "rhe Swiss Army and its Man-

oenvr.s in ]'^^2" says :

•All class s <.f the populition take a passioiiat.' iiittr.'st in

matters conn-cted v.ith the nrmv. Our manonivns have never

brought such a popular cm cms- as that which .me saw at

WUlvs, the -.i, 4 and .'•. S-pt.; nearly all the otlic ts of the army

who w.re not takinc part in the mano iivrrs obtained tickets

to alK)W them to f.dlow the op. rations in detail, on fo.it or

riding.

"AB a nuitter >if fact there is nothiiiir v.Ty smpi isium; in

this, if one recalls that the Swiss have the .ibb-st military tra-

dlti.'.ns and perhai-s the m.Bl i:lori..us in Kumi). ;
for live cen-

turies tliere was Kcarc.ly a battle in which th.^y did not take

some, if n..t a i r< duminatinc. part. Th.' re;,l rr.at..rs ..f the

Infantry, they s.rve aS the mod. 1 to .ill nations for tb.ii mili-

tary instruoti..n. . . . K. r .W yars" .sine ad..|.tlnir l.tdversal

service) "they have not drawn bact from any sacrilire t., guar-

antee their Independtnre if e^. r it came to he i,.'nai-.'.l airaiii.

In speakiuE to a Sv.is^ ..ttiCT, 1 asked him ..! out thi' eventual

nttituilf of Swit/irlaiul and ll.'K'iuni, in cas.- .>( Ih.' violation .if

their neutlaltty, h.' r.'pli.d, in a tor.e f.ill of me .ni-u', '<ili • the

Belidans have no patii.itiBm.' Wh. n we rreall that H.'lirlum,

with a population of eiuht ini:M..n-i ..f iiihabitnits and a bu.l«et

of 70<) milli.uis (franesi, only puts in line f.^r its .1 f.'ne.' 4 dlvl-

_._,.s. ,.f tf !!!itt!i!i(M!H I'.nd 2 .Uiisliins of r.iv.ilry, we can under-

stand the disdain with which the Swiss speak of th.^m !"


