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was at that moment the thing of chief importance,

was to put an end to party duph'city on the silver

question. On that point at least national party

platforms abandoned their customary practice

of trickery and deceit. Compelled to choose be-

tween the support of the commercial centers and

that of the mining camps, the Republican con-

vention came out squarely for the gold standard

and nominated William McKinley for President.

Thirty-four members of the convention, including

four United States Senators and two Representa-

tives, bolted. It was a year of bolts, the only party

convention that escaped being that of the Socialist

Labor party, which ignored the monetary issue

save for a vague declaration that "the United

States have the exclusive right to issue money."
The silver men swept the Demwatic convention,

which then nominated William Jennings Bryan for

President
. Later on the Gold Democrats held a con-

vention and nominated John M. Palmer of Illinois.

The Populists and the National Silver party also

nominated Bryan for President, but each made its

own separate nomination for Vice-President . Even
the Prohibitionists split on the issue, and a seceding

faction organized the National party and inserted

a free silver plank in their platform.


