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ARTICLE 6

For the purposes of this Agreement, the term “launching authority” shall
refer to the State responsible for launching, or, where an international inter-
governmental organization is responsible for launching, that organization,
provided that that organization declares its acceptance of the rights and
obligations provided for in this Agreement and a majority of the States
members of that organization are Contracting Parties to this Agreement and
to the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Explora-
tion and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

ARTICLE 7

1. This Agreement shall be open to all States for signature. Any State
which does not sign this Agreement before its entry into force in accordance
with paragraph 3 of this Article may accede to it at any time.

2. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification by signatory States:
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited
with the Governments of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Norther?
Ireland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America, which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Agreement shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments
of ratification by five Governments including the Governments designated as
Depositary Governments under this Agreement.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited
subsequent to the entry into force of this Agreement, it shall enter into forcé
on the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each
instrument of ratification of and accession to this Agreement, the date of its
entry into force and other notices.

6. This Agreement shall be registered by the Depositary Government$
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 8

Any State Party to the Agreement may propose amendments to thiS
Agreement. Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to thé
Agreement accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority ©
the States Parties to the Agreement and thereafter for each remaining Staté
Party to the Agreement on the date of acceptance by it.

ARTICLE 9

Any State Party to the Agreement may give notice of its withdrawal fro™
the Agreement one year after its entry into force by written notification to th€
Depositary Governments. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from®
the date of receipt of this notification.

ARTICLE 10

This Agreement, of which the English, Russian, French, Spanish and
Chinese texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of th€
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