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If when the time comes to work&%zgsﬁge details we fail to recapture the
bold and expangive spirit which lay behin e General Declarations, then we can
look forward to economic and political frictions of a dangerous sort among the lead=
trading countries, The problems are great and will require great solutions == not
of a temporizing, defensive sort but radical in their conception and expansive in
their resultss This will place a heavy strain on the understanding and the imagina-
tion of all the countries concerned,s It is never easy for people to comprehend

that their own selfish longe~run interests may require them to take ac¢tion which in
the first ingtance looks' generous to foreignerss But the dismal economic history

of the decade before the war reflected the results of a short~sighted, uncoopera=
tive approachywhile the magnificent achievements of the war itsclf reflcet in large
degree the cooperative cofforts of tho United Nations, As between these two possible
approaches to our pogtewar problems I fecl therc can be but onc choice,

From cvery point of view, it would be tragic if we passed from military
warfarc against the Axis to cconomic dissension among the Unitcd Nations, The
avoldance of anything approaching this should, I suggest, be a first objective of
economic policy in our three countrics,

For that purpose,-givo and tzks y vory literally; buy as well as sclly
is neccssary all round, -

From what I have said - and there is nuech else along the same linc that
I gould have said =~ you will have gathered that I am not onc of those who view the
future with any cxaggorated optimismj or that I get much comfort out of that kind
of adwvertising which shows a gaunt, deop-cyed, sunkcn~chocked soldicr looking out
of a dovastated landscape into a sunrisc in which there seem to be floating protty
wives, lovely children, handsome homcs, ice~crcam concs, hclicopters and nylon
stockings. Lct's not be dazzled by that kind of vision to thc point of ignoring,
and thorcby falling into,tho pitfalls and booby traps that arc right ahcad,

I do bclieve, however, that, oncc again, we arc being given the chance
to work togother for somcthing better than we have evor knowns Tho horror and de-
struction of war, and thc hard thinking thoy provoke, always gives us that chance,
It is now strictly up to us,

By ug I am thinking morc particularly of the Anglo=Saxon pcoplcse. I,
for onc, do not believe that Anglo-Saxons arc tho sole ropositorics of political
virtuc and international intelligenecs I do not beliove in any oxelusive Anglo=
Saxon form of intcrnational coeopcration, which by being exelusive, would mercly
widen the cirelc of confliet without romoving its possibility, But .I do ¥hink that
the Anglo-Saxon pcoples can and should take the luad and point the waye« If thoy
can't got along togother, there isn't rcally much chanco for all peoples gotting
along togother,

There arc, morcover, spueial aids to Anglo-Saxon cowopuration, Thosge
arc supposcd to makc it much cosior for us to bocomc an oxomple to the rest of the
world, Thcre is Magna=Charta and all thatj; Shokcspoarc and Walt Whitman; Westmins-
tor Abboy and colonial architccturc; WbdbixxmPixkxod Abroham Lincoln and Oliver
Cromwcll; Golf and the Davis Cup; Trang-Atlantic broadeasts and Undwersal Pic-
turcse, Wc always hcor about these thingse Thore arc, of coursc, also somec obsgtae
cles; "fists® as wcll as Yhands* across the scas The faet that we spock the same
languagoe in differont ways is irritating, that we usc the samc language to explain
difforent things is cqually so. There is cocamcolo vse buorj bascball vsy crickobs
congress vse parliament; vost vse walstcoat; licutcnant vs, Wleftonant®, Tics can
chafc as well as bind, Superficicl diffceronccs ean obgeurc fundamental undcrstand-
ings, but supcrficicl unitics can 2lso obscurc important, dccp-scated difforcnccs,
So lct!s think carcfully beforc we tolk too glibly ~bout English speoking co-opora-
tion,

When we Canadiang think about this all important subjcct = English spoaks=
ing co~opcration = wo think also of the part that Canadn ean play in promoting it,

That part is obscurcd rathcr than exploincd by over=indulgenec in the
usual after dinncr clichess “doughter I am in my mothcr's housc%; thce Yhundred
and twonty-five yoars! of pcaeo" between Conada and the Ue. Se3 the 3000 miles of
undcfeonded fronticr; and cbove all, the glorificd role of Crnade as the tic that
holds thc Washington-London axis togctherjy Canada the interproter, the bridge, the
link, thc lynchepin, or vhot you will,

W i ; v lage " .
Stripping nsidc all this cfflorcscoent ggg% however, the foet romains
that Canada has both the opportunity and the incontive to promote the best rela=
- tions betweon London and Washington; and morc powoer to do so now than she over had
beforos ,
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