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Africa, where are we going?
night’s theme: “Africa, where are 
we going?” To see where one is 
going, one must look at the past 
and the present of both the poli­
tics and the people. The three po- 

Friday. The closest comparison to ems read definitely did this.
During one speech I learned 

bly be tap dancing. However, these that Africa has over 1000 lan- 
ladies stomp much harder than guages. It may have been that the 
any tap dancer. Their style involves organizers were trying to serve an 
getting their hands involved with equal number of food types. Sev- 
their foot work. They slap their eral long buffet tables held over fif- 
hands on their feet behind their teen different dishes. Servings were 
back and between their legs at in- generous and seconds most cer­

tainly allowed. A few of the memo- 
Away from the dance and into rable dishes were goat meat and 

the poetic lines. Poems were read peanut butter stew. Many of the 
about the oppression of native Af- dishes were extremely spicy, but all 
ricans by foreign countries and 
why it had been tolerated for so 
long. These poems were truly food offered, but also a taste of the 
touching and reflective of the
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BY TAMARA BOND pitality, blue for the rivers of clean dances were — except for one 

water, yellow for the hot sun and 
black for the peoples' identity.

their footwork might quite possi-group.
Many do not realize that Egypt 

Two very charismatic hosts in- is actually a part of Africa. Often 
troduced each performance, the it is lumped in with the many Mid- 
first of which was a comedy about die Eastern cultures with whom it 
sexism in Africa. The play explored shares its culture. The Egyptian 
the oppression of woman in Af- dance was energetic and fluent, 
rica, both past and present. Issues Men and woman whirled around 
such as growing work load of the stage twirling long sticks in 
women, due to entering the synchrony with each other. It 
workforce without leaving behind seemed that a lot of skill and care 
their full time jobs at home, were would be required in this dance so 
explored. Men, it seems, have been as to keep the poles in time, and 
very reluctant to take up the dish- anyone on stage from getting hit! 
cloth and towel. The crowd's re-

Last Friday night was a special 
occasion for many Dalhousie Uni­
versity staff and students. It was 
Africa Night. An annual event pre­
sented by the African Association 
of Dalhousie and St. Mary’s Uni­
versity it was amazing.

Before the show had even be­
gun you could observe an ex­
tremely dynamic fashion show all 
around. The traditional clothing 
from many African countries dis­
played deeply saturated colors of 
every shade on embroidered, 
handwoven and sequined material 
that was paraded around the 
room. The fashions worn by the 
spectators were without a doubt 
even more colorful than the fash­
ion show on stage.

During the display of traditional 
clothing, the reasons for the bright 
colors was explained. In Africa, 
colors stand for important aspects 
of the African peoples' world. 
Green is for the beauty of the land, 
purple for the grace and love found 
among the people, brown for hos-

credibly fast speeds.

of them were delightful. At Africa 
Night, not only was a taste of the

Stomp, a Nova Scotian modern 
sponse to the performance was dance group, also performed on 
tremendous. They roared in agree­
ment and disagreement with each 
plot staged.

Traditional dances were per­
formed by both strong, well-toned 
women sporting six packs for abs 
and voluptuous woman with soft 
rounded curves. The dances con­
tained fast rhythmic beats created 
by the use of various African, 
drums. The movements were of- ulty. alumni, administration, and 
ten fast, filled with footwork and press jammed themselves into 
much hip shaking. That is how the University Hall. Like lambs to the

slaughter they shuffled into the 
centre of Dalhousie bureaucracy. 
Each one was coming to see the 
former leader of Québec sover­
eignty, Dr. Jacques Parizeau.

Parizeau became the heir ap­
parent of the sovereignty move­
ment in 1988 when he took office

"Motherland”.

Parizeau up close
BY DANIEL CLARK what? By money and the ethnic 

vote.”
side."

Parizeau also spoke on the con­
troversial issue of the sharing of 
Canada’s federal debt.

“We have to shoulder the fed­
eral debt. We will be owners of 
the property of the federal gov­
ernment, then we should shoul­
der part of the debt. The issue of 
the debt must be decided fairly 
quickly [after a sovereignty vote]. 
Not only for our country but our 
equal partnership in the Canadian 
dollar."

One commerce student, Dean 
Stares, was not entirely satisfied 
with Parizeau’s answer.

“He ducked the question.” said 
Stares. “The issue is not whether 
or not Québec will shoulder part 
of the debt, but how much of it.”

Stares feels that the issue is 
centred on how the debt will be 
divided — based on the fact that 
Quebec has about one fourth of 
the country’s population or on the 
basis that Quebec has 15% of the 
land mass.

For Parizeau, the main issue is 
about what has happened to his 
province in the last forty years. 
He said, “In Québec secondary 
schools we have less students now 
then were in technical or voca­
tional schools in 1959. Québec is 
missing the technical boat.”

Parizeau spent most of his time 
discussing the history of Québec's 
sovereignty movement, and how 
independence would be sought 
following a “Yes” vote. Eventually 
he tried to address the main con­
cern of the audience: how Québec 
sovereignty would affect the Mari­
time provinces.

“In many ways the Maritime 
provinces will do better,” said 
Parizeau. "The equalization for­
mula has hampered the Maritime 
provinces for a long time. If 
Québec is no longer a part of 
Canada, then the Maritime prov­
inces will do much better.

“There will be changes in the 
roles of competition between the 
ports of Halifax and Montreal, of 
course. Halifax and Montreal are 
harbours of the eastern seaboard 
and will be in competition just like 
every other harbour on the east­
ern seaboard, New York, Balti­
more, etc.”

Parizeau never spoke about 
any of the economic conse­
quences of separation on the 
Maritimes. In the press scrum af­
ter the speech, he was asked how 
long he would be willing to wait 
for sovereignty.

“I’m patient. I’m very very pa­
tient,” replied Parizeau.

Last Friday, 200 students, fac- Since his retirement from poli­
tics, Parizeau has become an elder 
statesman for Québec. He travels 
around the country and the world 
to speak on sovereignty. This is 
what brought him to Dalhousie.

When asked in University Hall 
about his controversial statement 
on Referendum Night, Parizeau 
said, “With the people who came 
to Canada as refugees and immi­
grants, they come to Montreal, 
Canada and not Montreal, 
Québec. Why should they be ex­
pected to vote on an issue of Ca­
nadian sovereignty? Their loyalty 
is to Canada and not Québec. 
Facts are facts.”

In person Parizeau is relaxed 
and articulate — contrary to his 
television image as a crazy mad­
man. His speech focused on the 
economics of Québec sovereignty, 
and although he wants independ­
ence, he knows that total separa­
tion is not possible.

"Independence for me has al­
ways been a tool to improve the 
lot of Quebecers. But Quebecers 
own $111 billion Canadian dol­
lars — there are certain things, 
like the Canadian dollar, in which 
we will always be partners.

“We have the same interest on 
the same side of the dollar. There 
are not two sides to a dollar ar­
gument. We are on the same

Hey Students!!
Why lug all your belongings back 

home when Metro offers secure storage even you parents 
would approve!

as the President of the Parti 
Québécois after the death of René 
Lévesque. Lévesque founded the 
party, and Parizeau joined in 
1969.

In October 1992, Parizeau was 
President of the Québec NO com­
mittee during the national refer­
endum on the Charlottetown 
Accord. In 1994 he was elected 
to his fourth term in the Québec 
National Assembly for the riding 
of l’Assomption and became the 
Premier of Québec.

After the defeat of the OUI side 
in the 1995 Québec referendum, 
Parizeau resigned from the Na­
tional Assembly. He may have left 
as a result of indignation over the 
defeat, or due to the controversy 
surrounding his speech after the 
referendum results were finalized. 
It was during this speech that 
Parizeau said, “It’s true we have 
been defeated, but basically by

What do you want in a 
storage facility?

Metro Self-Storage
has it all!

Easy Access
24-hour access - 7 days a week.
Convenient locations - adjacent to major highways 
Computerized electronic gates - individual access codes.

Security
On-site live-in personnel.
Bright, well lit facilities - highly visible to police patrols. 
8’ high security fences surrounding facilities.

Value
Affordable rental rates.
Low-cost tenant insurance. 
Advanced air ventilation system.
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ê Celebrate Easter at 

St. Matthew's United Church
1471-79 Barrington Street at Spring Garden

%&s 9,State-of-the Art protection
All units individually alarms.

Metro Self Storage On-Line 
www. metrosel fstorage.acl.ca
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§ aGood Friday. March 28 at 7:00pm 

Service with Music and Meditation
We also sell Boxes, Lock + Tape

Two Locations to serve you: ÏÂ- /AXm &Easter Sunday, March 30 at 10:45 am
Meet at old Burying Ground
11:00am
Communion Service with Special Music: 
Symphony Brass & St. Matthew's Choirs
7:00pm
Alternative Service: Contemporary Worship 
with Communion

4 K10 Lovett Lake Court 
Bayers Lake Business Park 

Halifax, Nova Scotia &s r.
160 Thornhill Drive 

Burnside Industrial Park 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
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«450-5656 Rev. John Moses

Minister
John Hudson
Director of Music
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