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Mother Jones reporter is
tortured in Colombia

(ANS/CUP) A reporter for
Mother Jones magazine alleges
he was tortured continuously
over a five-day period by
Columbia army officials follow-
ing his arrest in August at the
Bogota Airport in Colombia
Thirty-two year old Lawrence
Johnson arrived back in San
Francisco three weeks after his
arrest. He said he had asked
American Embassy officials,
who were instrumental in
obtaining his release, to conceal
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the fact of his torture until he
left Colombia because he feared
“it was the only way they would
let me out of the country.”

The veteran free-lance jour-
nalist was arrested August 6 at
the Bogota airport as he was
about to return to the United
States, after security police
found photos of armed leftist
guerillas in his luggage. John-
son maintained that the photos
were taken in connection with a
legitimate story he was doing on
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the guerilla movement in
Colombia. His release was
arranged by the American
embassy in Bogota after he
proved his interviews were
strictly on a professional basis.

Johnson said he was beaten
for 48 hours with a mask tied
over his head, that army officers
used lighted cigarettes on var-
ious areas of his body, and that
he was threatened with execu-
tion during the torture sessions

He also says a Colombian
friend of his was tortured in
front of him with eleciric shocks
to his genitals, in efforts to force
Johnson to give names of the
guerillas he had interviewed.
Johnson reports his interviews
were conducted with interme-
diaries, and that he had no
names to give

The Mother Jones corres-
pondent said his torturers
bragged that as long as Presi-
dent Reagan continued his pol-
icy of supporting dictatorships,
they had nothing to worry
about. The U.S. reportedly will
give the Colombian government
$125 million next year.

Craig has to live with

Cystic Fibrosis.
You can do something about it.

Shinerama is the only na-
tional fund raising campaign
for Cystic Fibrosis.

What is Cystic Fibrosis?
C.F. today is known as the
most commeon incurable gene-
tic disease of children. C.F. af-
fects the lungs, digestive
system, and sweat glands, and
because it is an internal dis-
order, C.F. children and adults
often look normal. While
treatments vary with each in-
dividual, a child with C.F. may
take more than fifty pills and
capsules daily. This treatment
can cost thousands of dollars
a year.

Within Canada, approxi-
mately one in every 1800 chil-
dren born has C.F. It is estim-
ated that one in every 20 peo-
ple is a carrier of the C.F,
gene. Cystic Fibrosis occurs
when a child inherits two
genes for the condition, one

from each parent. The parents
are carriers, but show no signs
of the disease. With each preg-
nancy, these parents run a one
n four risk that the child will
have C.F. At present there are
no reliable tests to detect car-
riers of the C.F. gene or C.F. in i
an unborn infant. |

Close to 450 Dalhousie
students are carriers of the
C.F. gene. If we could get the
same number of people out
shining shoes on September
25th and 26th, Shinerama
would be a great success at
Dalhousie. The group or socie-
ty raising the most money per
capita will receive the annual
Shinerama Trophy.

For information please con-
tact Jim Logan or Kevin
Feindel at room 222 in the Dal
S.U.B. or by phoning 424-2146.
Show you care by putting a
shine on for Cystic Fibrosis.

Gays are ignored on
U.S. Census records

(ZNS/CUP) Top officials with
the U.S. Census bureau say
they have decided not to tabu-
late households with same-sex
“partners” because the results
might be embarrassing to the
government.

1980 was the first year that
householders across the U.S.
were given the opportunity to
identify an intimate relationship
with another person in the
home as a “partner” rather than
merely as a “roommate.” The
move reportedly was designed
to gauge how many unmarried
heterosexual couples were liv-
ing together.

However, the census bureau
says it will not take into consid-

eration the fact that many gay
couples may also have listed
themselves as ‘‘partners’’,
instead of “roommates.” An
unnamed top level census offi-
cial says if these figures were
tabulated, they would be too
“controversial” as well as
“embarassing” to policy makers
who use census figures in for-
mulas for a wide variety of fed-
eral and state programs.

The official added that the
U.S. Government is simply not
willing to bear the cost of tabu-
lating information on gay
households. The same informa-
tion on unmarried heterosexu-
als, however, has already been
computed.




