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Hardwired.A ngeL good
but unpolished îdeas

seve by BOeWe y> own? How was she to know then the kind of
Hardwsred An gel was a book written in trouble she wouid be in three years later?

threp days and unfortynateiy this haste is And her refusai to use ber program for the
obvious. The novel waswvritten by the editors military is neyer expiained. In ail, there is
of lTe Bullet, Nora Abercrombie and Cari- littie depth shown in her 'actions and
das jane Dorsey, and won the ninth annuai conlvictionIs.
Pulp Press Three Day Novel Contest. Anna/Angel seems too tough. too sure of

The ideas of the book are very interesting, herseif to be reai. The flashbacks in other
and the plot and characters hold the reader's events towards the end of the book bînt at
attention. However, thenovel sets up more Anna's need 'for love and protection, but
questions than it can answer. and the move- more of her thoughts on ber cbildhood and
ment of the plot as weii as the motivation of relations with others need to be included,
the characters is often vague. and deveioped. The despair that leads her to

a destructive
life of drugs
and sex witb
strangers ik
not believa-
hie. and
does flot
uit imat el y
touch the
reader.

The plot
of the story

Hardwired Ange! was a book written in
three days, and unfortunateiy, this haste is
obvious. The ideas of the .book are very
interestîng, and the plot and characters hold
the reader's attention. However, the book
sets up more questions than it can answer
and the movement of the plot as weii as the
motivation of the chàracters is often vague.

Hardwired Ange! is the story of Anna, a
computer genius who designed, at age fo 'ur-
teen, a bionic microchip that revoiutionized
the computer world. The book is set in the
near future, wben Anna is seventeen, inbet-
ween discoveries and into a lot of drugs and
illicit sex. Anna is pursued by the people in
the company she once worked for because
they want her to develop her bionic chip
program for the miiitary. However, she can-
not avoid themn and a good portion of the
book portrays their confrontation.

Th;e authors have aiternated chapters per-
taining to Anna's present life with those
showing events from ber past. Tbis use of
fiashbacks is effective, because they give
needed background information about the
heroine. Also effective is the use of detail in
the descriptions, particuiarly that of the
1lioydminster
bus station: ,.

"The thick .

white cup .

was rimmed .~.
witacracked
brown lune *: -

like grime
than deco-
ration."These
detailscreate
good images
daumo#ph
and place.
and it is fun
to read sorne-
thing set in
Edmonton
("... sîtting in
a bootb in
the Siik Hat 90*.....
on Jasper
Avenue ").

This book also bas a good, offbeat sense of
humour.

However. every aspect of the book iç
underdeveioped. First of ail, the narrative
voice is uncertain. The book begins witb
Anna's Auni Krista describing the girl. Then,
in the second chapter, Anna takes over and
the %tory co>ntinue% in the third person
omniscient, reveaiing Anna's thoughis .and
feelings that Aunt Krista woulflot have
known. Auni Krista berself is described in
the third person, andl does flot surface as a
narrator until the lasi chapter.

Secon<iiy. the motivation of the central
(haracter is unclear. Why had she gone
ihr< ,ugh sucb trouble when ..he was foui teen
to bide ber past and true identity. even using
the nameS Angel rather than ber

also seems faulty. Anna doesn't always act as
smart as she ks, as shown wben she fails to
recognize that Barry (the love interest) is
familiar with the high computer techniology
(and therefore may be "one of them")
although he recognizes her "Mannboard"
comp~uter. wbicb bas flot yet been marketed.

"The reader has no idea what
'Machine Sex' is, nor how the
bionic chip works."

Also, Anna's inventions are only described
in the most vague and general of terms, if
they are described at ail. The reader has no
idea what "Machine Sex" is, nor how the
bionic chip works. it is hard for a reader to be
interested in something flot adequateiy
explained.

Certainly the ending of Hardwired An gel
is happy: Anna manages to foil her enemies,
she and Barry (wbo is reaiiy 'Dave') form both
love and business partnerships, Anna sud-
deniy (and painiessly) gives up drugs, and
gets inspiration for a new discovery. How-
ever, the ending is also rather vague. The
reader cannot tell for sure whether Anna's

new idea for the use of the bionic chip to
replace dead brain <eiis ha% resulted in cures
for ber retarded brother or ber comatose
grandmotber.

Atogether. PIaidwired Anige! bas some
very interesting ide»as and a memnorable
heroine, but interest is flot enough to make a
reaily good novel. The book seems to be a
series ot notes for a larger, denser novel, one
that would take longer than three days to
write. Perhaps ihe authors sbould <onsider
doing a rewrite that wouid deveiop tbe
book's tbemnes and rharacters further. Per-
baps, the iength of the coîîtes; îtseif Shouid
he extended so thi the participants would
have the chance to write in more deptb and
detail. The novel is a compiex literary fof ni
tbat deserves more than three days.
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