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Back when 1 was a bright-eyed bushy-tailed new Gaieway oecruit, i had a raugh idea of what the

Gateway couid offer me. The paper advertised that as a Gateway volunteer, i would have the opport un-
ity ta deveiop my journalistic skilis - everythirïg from wrîting ta interviewing to photography - and ta
contibute to an integrai part of what iends a university its coiour,its vivacity. We1li4'm happy and proud
to say tha the Gateway did provide me with valuable techniical training, but-i'fi ingratiated to say that it~
was able to teach my something no one couid ever learn from a textbook or in a classroom.

The one thing that i neyer expected f rom the Gateway was the lesson it taught about the importanlce
of volunteerismf.

The Gatewayis ademnocratic voice for the studerits of t4iopniversity of Aberta: it informs, it' d>ates,
itegitates, itsometimesdesnothiig at ail -but itfd W , do any of tha .t'or anything else if n tor the
enthusiam and wishes of the valunteers that com prise the Gateway.

There has been criticism about the kln.d of things the Gatewýay covers and the manner in whith they
are covered. But-there is no five-yearplan - or even a five-minute plan. As a volunteer reporter three
years ago, i always feit the door was open for my opinions, mny thoughts, my agenda. Ail it costme was a
few moments energy and i could write about everythîng f ram the iandscaping plans in quad to the SU
Ibudget to-vwomen characters in camic books. And votlînteer reporters stili have that freedomr: the
Gateway - L.e. themselves - aliow them ta.

1Student newspapers are traditionaiiy seen ta be the place individuals can speak their minds, free.of thé
outside political threats they are taught ta, expect in the "real worid."

Unfortunateiy, flot everyone respects the autonomy a student paper shouid always have. During my
second year as a Gateway -staffer, when i served as the Gateway's news editor, the paper was constantiy
threatened by outside forces with iawsuits, firings and shut-down. bur opponents accused us of being
biased, yet none of aur accusers had voiunteered at the paper and newvolunteers kept streaming-iii
writing and drawing and photographing what they iked, what they thpught the sgudents of the U af A
would like: a Literary Contest, articles -on the Exam Registry,. thé working condtions of teaching
assistants, thle shrinking job market, Bear Country.

The Gateway staff - vol unteers who were also U of A students - resisted any threats ta aur autanamy
and the papJers conhtinues ta strive for content for a wide spectrum of tastes, preférences and ideals. Tbis
year, we continued the idea of special suppléments ta give extended coverage ta issues and events that
warrant it: the Philipines, International Women's Day, Lesbian and Gay Awareness Week on campus,
AIDS.

We have alsogiven support ta Studio Theatre, the U of A drama department's showcase for students.
actars, directors, set and costume designers and technicians. Our photographers put together a gailery
of ttieir work rvery month., Our sparts pages asked hard questions on the viabiiity of campus sports but
ceilebrated the recent national victory of the hockey Bears.

We sent a reporter on the train ta South Moresby ta caver the state of the iogging industry in British
Columbia and the piight of the Haida Indians. We investigated the possibility af wrong-doing amongst
the executives of the students' union of the Faculte St. jean - and subsequently have been proud ta
présent articles in the "other" officiai language of aur country and aur university. We also offered
enlightened' shades of purpie with a feature on equalist Dale Spender.

There were many achievements that are set down in tangible form, but many more that are personai
triumphs - and this does nat mean the indu sian of an important-saunding line in a resume. i cannot
speak for anyane else whohas worked at the paper, but 1 will aiways rememberthat the Gateway was the
place at which i discovered my own personal strength, my abiiity ta weather ten starms at once and ta
survive and tbrive afterward.

1 also discovered my limitations-and hotjust after the twenty-first hour of a press night. The Gateway
cannot be run by one persan. It's not just the physicai task. The Gateway would be nothing withoL&t the
compromises (nat sacrifices), informai excbange of divergent ideals, the two-hour staff meetings, the
intermittent candy bar or beer break duÜring the press nights that would drag on until 4 a.m., the exciting
interviews with people like Robertson Davies or Mr. Universe, the disappointing interviews, the early,
appointments, the scramble at deadline time, the drafts that go missing', the cal lapse of andient photo
equîpment, the lat-minute editoriais (yes, 1 am writing this eight-hours afrer deadline), the stomach-.
testing coffee fram the vending machines in SUB.
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