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A murmur of anger like distant thuinder broke out, but, at a
word from the officer, the soldiers pointed their rifles at the crowd.

At that moment Babette stepped forward.
-"Monsieur," she said in ber pleasant voice,"- if v'engeance mt'st

fail, it should fall on me alone, for -it was I who met the soldiers in
the wood last evcning, but I can only repeat to you what 1 said
to them-tlîat 1 did not know Frenîch troops were in the neighbour-
hocd, and thereforc could not know wlîere they were."

"Bien, madamc, it shall be as you wishi."
And1 the soldiers se-zing Babette, placed ber by' the side of NI. le

curé.
Event the risk of instant death rould xiot prevent some of the

villa'-ers from cryîng:
Grace 1 AI. 1 offlcier. (h ace pour noire P'/t/ Soleil 1"

-Silence Vou rabble, unless you want a general massacre," he
shoutcd. whilst both M. le curé and Babette made signs to their
fricnds ic keep quiet.

A breathless, hopeless stiliness followed, broken only by sobs;
hy a command ; and then, the tramping of eiglit soldiers into line.

Stiddenly Babette found herseif blindfolded.
",Jln Pýre," she whispered, -"will you take my hand? 1 amn a

luttle afraid.''
" Ciurage, inon ein/anl, wvith the LORD there is merc'v: and with

Himn is plenteons redemption " said the old man, continuing aloud
the De Pi(fundis whicl1 he had been reciting to himself.

Eight rifles rang out-again-yet again : and, as the setting sun
crimisoîied the west miitlî glory, God took .' 'i aclby thc
hand.

" The bodies will be lef t where they fell. Go to your homes
and preparc lood for my men."

In sullen silence the villagers obeyed, and then littie %vas heard
but coarse laughter, tipsy shouting. or the shriek of some terrified
wornan, tili at last night came and threw her mnantde of mý stery
over ail.

J ust before dawri. there was the sharp crack of a rifle front the
south end of the village, and the soldiers came pouring out of the
houses to find themselves engaged in a hand tio hand conflict with
a body ot French who had crept up duritig the night. he surprise
and the darkness put the Germans at a disadvantage, but thev
quicklv recoverd f rom the surprise, and tlïey soon reiînedied the
darkness, for first one spear of flamne. and tiien another, shot up
into th,, sky. Soon it-scered as if flie whole village was afire;
but the French onslaught wvas su fierce and deadly ti at by degrees
the enemny gave way, 1leaving ghastly trophies in their wake.

Tlîe churcli was well ablaze bv now, aud the illumination served
to show two soldiers who, iii grima silence, were shooting, hacking
and hewing their way onward, They showed no quar-ter, and theY
asked for none. A nameless dread lur1ILed in their flashing ec\'(,


