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AT T IlE SIG N
AT THE WOODBINE.

EACH succeeding year adds an increased in-,terest to tbe Woodbine races at Toronto and
tbe season which is just closinig bas appar-
ently established a record. D ay by day

people bave surged by tbe thousands to Woodibine
Park and without any visible sign of wearirless.

As tbe first ouit-door fashionable event of the

season every feature of it pulsates with vitality, and

a genieral rejuveilation of spirit prevaî' ls. Nature,
resplendalut in tbe beauty and cbarm of renewed
life, is reflected in tbe fine raiment tbat is every-

wbehre in evidence, for if there is one event more

than another that attracts society at large, and fur-

nisbies an incentive for tbe display of feminine at-

tire witb aIl its possibilities for graceful and artistic
effect, it is the races.'

To the mere on-looker the scene is one of great

beauty and interest. The artificiaî structures flaunt

in new coats of colour, and the banners of the Em-

pire wave in the crisp breeze. Everywbere is spread

a beavy carpet of vivid green which, outside of the

rail, is endircled with a track resembliling a band of

turf-coloured velvet. In the distance the lake lies,
dotted with sails and deepening towards the horizon

into deep indigo 'blues, while above a canopy of

azure stretches in illimitable grandeur. Vice-Roy-

alty is there with its train of glittering attendants,

andl is welcomned witb ceremoniOus dignity, smniles,
flowers and mnusic. Men of renown in aIl the call-

ings of life are present, and society leaders and

mnemnbers add tlieir quota of brilliancy to a back-

ground worthy of it, Art spared no pains to attain

perfection titis year, and nature co-operated and
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0F THE M. APLE
to dispose of only bis life interest in the picture.
But should it not be among the entailed articles, or
sbould the Act have been repealed, neither of -which
is probable, then England will endeavour to retain
the masterpiece, whîch bas already been lent to the
National Gallery for thirty years, and 'she has taken
steps to rais 'e a public subscrîption (headed by a

Treasury contribution of £io,ooo) of about $ 325,000

to cover the amount offered by an American.
Hans Holbein in the reign of Henry- VIII was

closely identified with the Earl of Arundel, who

possessed many of bis works. As court painter the

artist became a great favourite, and the kmn- used

to senil bim upon very important missions. It was

after tlie deatb of jane Seymour that bie was dis-

patcbed to Brussels to paint the portrait of the

young widowed Ducbess of Milan, wbo was su-g-

gested, for political reasons, for Henry's nlext queen.
In the space of three hours Holbein succeeded

in getting the portrait, wbicb reveals s0 mucb. deli-

cate, cbild-like grace and, simple dignity that one

cannot belp feeling pleased that tbe littie widow of

sixteen years escaped the unenviable position of

being queen to Henry VIII of England.
His Majesty was charmed with' the picture and

proposed at once, but Cbristina is sakl to bave sent

,back word that she would gladly, have accepted himi

had she possessed two »eads. This reply, bowever,
is fictitious, and as the political reasons wý,ere dis-
posed of, the iiiarriage neyer took place.

it was said of Holbein that "He is comiplete in

intellect; wbat he sees he sees witb his whole soul;

what he paints he painits with hiis wýhole might," and

with the swiftniess; and vigour of- a master's hand

wonever doubts bis own powers. Many of bis

works arc ownled in England, but more of them are

scattered over the Continent, andl as his influence

on Vnglish art was so great as to practically raise

to perfection the art of painting ini Eýngland, where

he spent so mnany industrious, successfull and-yes,

happ years-it seemus a pity tbat this treasure

sbouild have to seek refuge in another land.
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Amnong the niurerous activities of the associa-
tion the educational classes wer -e reported to be an
unqualified success and popular with the girls of ail
nationalities, Norwegian, Swedisli, Danish, Russian,
German, Icelandie, French and Canadian girls, dur-
ing the winter, studied together languages, litera-
ture, art and music. The classes in physical culture
and rnîllinery also had a large attendance and the
social side of the work was provided for by small
clubs organised for the purpose.

The society has a memnbership of 1,114, and the

treasurer's report showed a satisfactory balance on

hand. The Travellers' Aid committee bas been very
active, and several pathetic cases were mentioned of
help and coînfort given to poor, bewildered travellers
in a strange land. The next meeting will be held in

the fine new building of the association on Ellice

Avenue, and a tribute of gratitude was passed'to the
friends wbo hiad been instrumental in providing it.

McGTLL'S CONTRACT WITH ROYAL COL-
>LEGE 0F LONDON DISCONTINUED.

THE officials of McGill University have announc-
Ted that the local examninatiolis for entrance,

whicb are iield eacb year throuighout thie Dominion
in con lunction with the Associated Board of the

Rýoyal College of MNusic, London, England, are to be

discontinued. Althougb the contract wi'th the Lon-

don Association lias been given up, as it entailed a

beavy burden upon the one visiting English examn-

iner, McGill will heniceforth conduct independent
examînations of the same nature and in the same

way, as it is believed they afford the best possibule
gtiaraiftee for the maintenance of the high standard
of musical education, and have attracted miany cani-

didlates f rom ail parts of Canada.
The new syllabus giving full information as to

the conditions of the examinations miay be obtaîned
at the office of the secretary of the McGill Con-
servatoriutiii.
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