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This rare picture show a Black Bass Guarding Spawn,
whîch she does for a period of two weeks.

Female Bass showîng Spawning Mark. It is always the
female, neyer the male, which Guards the Spawn.

The Blacli Bass
MEMORIES 0F THE GAMEY SMALI.-MOUTH

fly BONNYCASTLE DALE, with Photographe by the Author

THE LEGEND 0F THE AHZEGUN AND 0F TTS STRANGE MARKINGS.

O NCE, while seated on the slelving rocks that ineda littie streamn, a swift dark stream roaring on
its way to join the clear, deep waters of Lake

Superior, the 0jibwan guide beside me, Gebwaunubse in
his gutteral native tongue (Ilawk interpreting in ours),
t<)ld nie alter tnany probig questions, this legend of bis
p)eople

"Of bow Wabhomeenie, an (jibwan maiden, the daugh-
ter of a great chief, was captured hy the invading Mo-
hawks. 1iing tor the tents of ber people, she called to
Sheesheli the wild-duck-to fly swiftly and hring bier
lover to rescue ber ;calling often to the wild geese wing-

Nettîng a Five-Pounder.

ing their wedge-sbaped fliglît southward, and wringing
lier bauds ini anguisb to CbiUchiskewa-le plover-dart-
ing south to the bunting grounds of bier tri>e. Once,
wbile she waded in midstrcam, peering over the nets of
vines and Imoosewood that guided tbe fishes into the
shallow spcarîng grounds, she saw ant Ahzegun-the
bass-cauight 'in tbe tangie of the vines. Carcfully she
lifted bim, tore tbe river-wound weeds from its shining
sides, bore it ashore to a tiny pool and fed and petted
thîs captive of a captive. Then she tamned it, and with
a clam sbell seratched, on its pcarly side tbe outlinc of an
Eagie, a Black-snake and a Turtie, then a Ileron-the

namie of tbe lake afilber captivity-and the
totems of the Mohawks and the Ojibways. She
wrapped tbe sbell in bireh-bark and bonnd it,
witlî many a strand of bier awn black hair, to
the gleaming side of the bass. Ahzcgun sped
soutb, tbrougl i any a lake and river, throughi
mighty deeps and brawling shallows, until lie
reacbed the fishing grounds of the Ojibways.
Here lie found the brave lie sougbt, working ini
the rapîds. Then hie leaped hi-hl in thie air,
lalliflg into the canoe beside hlm. Swiftly the
lî',bcrmnat cut the bands of bair that batmd
huai, took the message lrom him anîd Io ! Ali-
zegun the bass-was marked from liead ta
tail w here tbe black tresses of the mnaiden had
eiitoidue inli."

lo c rthis niav be, we know the s'nall-
iioîth is beaiitifiiily marked by black bands
thait stripe its shining side. Tbe fish taken in~
the shallow. upper reaches of our rivers are

iit n i colouring and less deeply îuarked.
1Those c-aîglît in the deep waters at the bends

oîîid i ite mnoutbs of the rivers, are sa black
thit at first sigbt the bands are scarcely, visi-
bie, but once tbe bard ligbting fisb is ianded iii
the net ani laid on the bottom of the boat,
its colour pales as its 111e passes away-pales
lromi a rich brownisb green, tbrongh ail the
îîît(rînt-iite sbades of olive and of green, un-
i iIl it lies, a heax ly hiack-barred fisli af a sick-

A, ery wîse provision of Nature causes this
tîsh to assumne thîs cliameleon-lîke power of
U1S1i:1iting itself ta its surroundinLys. Watcli

it iia a chear streamn, aînd it wili lie faund upn
close obsrvation tliat its colour exactiy suits

îts si rrouindings, maýking it imuel casier for
til> s family to, approacli, or ta be approachud
hy, tlie iod that it catches alive. 'Again, they
miaV le svvii, taken froam the lopg crowded benà
of a river, mwlien they aýre absolutely black al]
(>vcr. Iiow easily possible fur tliis dark object
ta re1main iunseen im the deptbis, wliule the fish
it preys on passes on ta its end,

1 lbave several times been amused at the
îîntirinig obstinacy and tlie lack of learnixîg or
instinct displayed 1by tlicse fisbes. We ihave
lowered a glass jar well filled wÏth clear watet,
containing a dloen or two live nîiinnaws, over


