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'iends have said lie' been away
,7here for lis liealth; but the

she's 'been iîssing. Tliere's
Iwant you to look at, Captain

OU used to know Mr. Corvet."
Ileard of that."ý The captala
I flertly now. "Wliere is lie?"

~Nled the master to the Ferry.
ldBurr had left the car deck;

found him on bis way to the
I'ouse

Stoughton's skipper stared.
the mIan?",he demanded..

S, sir. Remember to allow for
Othes and hîs nlot being sliaved
15,t somethin g lias liappened!"
Stougltou's skipper followed ta

'lseIhous *e -and 'spoke to Burr.
blood beat fast as lie watclied

ioflversatlon. Once ,or twice
the skipper seemed surprised;
was Plain that lis first interest
rr qulckly liad vanislied; wlen
't the wlieelliouse, -lie returned
a"' indulgently. "You* thouglit
was Mr: Corvet?". lie asked,

Ldon't think so?" Alan asked.
SCorvet like tihat? Did you

ee Ben Corvet?"
ly lits picture,"- Alan con!essed.
~'Ou ]ooked qneer when you flrst
ýUrr."1
at Was a tricki o! ls eyes. Say,
lid give me a start:', Ben C9rvet
li that sort o! trick of 1ooklnig

,ha mian.",
d lis eyes were like that?"

'.But' Bëi• corvet couldn't'be'

D repared to go on duty. He
flot let himsel! be disappolnted
sklpper's fallure ta ldenti!y old

the skip.per'had kuowun immedi-
ât siglit of the old man Iliat lie
le one *blin Alan thouglit was
Sanid lie liad found a definite re-

UilCe, It miglit well have been
le lxnpossibility of believing, that

could have become like thls
liad prevented fuller recogni-

lIr. Sherrili, undoubtedly, would
sçOmI one more famillar witli
l'ln1 Corvet and awlo miglit make
allowances.,
'Weut forward to lies post as a

!trOm the steam whistle o! tlie
1119 engine, announclng that tlie
Iwere on board, was answered

arUing blast fromn tle ferry. On1
r decks tlie trains lad been se~
lu1 Piace;, and, because o! tlie
'es of the weasther, tuie wlieels
el locked upon'the tracks witli
11a~l chais as well ns with the
8nd chams usuaily'used& Or-

a0v sounded fromn the bridge;
el %I8(c began ta shake wlth the
,rations of tle englues; ,the
e hi1les were taken ln; -tle rails
le ftail of tle ferry separated
li ails upan tlie wliarf, and
'vte1! Bliwed between. Alan

his s5low pace as lookout frarn
rail aeross tle bow. stralnlng

ý8 forward into the tliickness
8]'Ow-filled niglit.
"'l O! the severe eold, tle
8 had been slortened. Alan
l)e'riieved from Urne ta. time
'a h1rnsel and then lie would
te dutY âgain. Old Burr at the

WOld1 be~ relleved and wouid go
lttesarne bourg as Alan hlmr-

IAeJainln Côrvet! The faucy
itBei{ ta hlm. ,Could lie be

VVa tat man' wliose eyes

s& n that loneiy chair turned toward
the fireplace ta the house on Aster
Street? Were tliose hands, whicli held
thie steamer ta lier course, the hands
whid hlad written ta Alan in secret
from the littie room off lis bedroom
nnd wliicli pasted sO carefully the
newspaper clippings concealed in tlie
library?.

BRegularly at tlie end of avery
minute, a blast froîn the steam wliis-
tie reverberated; for a wliile, signais
from tlie sliore answered; for a few
minutes tlie sliore ligîts glowed
Ilirougli the snow,ý. Then the liglits
were gonc, and tlie eddies of tlie gale
ceased to bring eclioes of tlie obscura-
tien signais. Steadily, at short, sixty-
second intervals, tlie blast of Num-
ber 25's iýarn!ing b urst from tlie whis-'
tie; then tliat too stibpped. The great
ferryý was on ,ÏÉie Ilake alone; in lier
course, Numbei' 25) was c utting acros
the lues' o! ail ord1nary lake travel;
but noW, witli ordinary navigation,
clos ed, the positiôn o~f every otlier slip
upon tlie lakes was known to the of-

ficers, and format sggnals were not
<thouglit necessaryý, 1,7at' floes, driven
by.wind'and wave'.,ad windrowed lu
their course;. as vner25, WhIch
wvas:capable o! maiuntainIng firô thirds
its open wàter speed .wlen running
tîrougli solid -"green" les two <feet
thick, met this obstruction, is under-
e~ut bow rose sligltly; Ilie ies, crusl-
ed downi and to îl te sîades, liurled,
pounding saud scraping, under the keel
and aloýjg.tlie black, steel aides of the
qlip; Alan could hear tlie'huillre-
sounding to the buffetiug as it liurled
tle floes away, and more came, or the
wlud tlirew tliem back. Tlie 'water
was wasling, higli-higlher th an Alan
lad exberienced seas 'before. The
wind, smiashIng almaost straîglit across
the lake tram the we ,st; witl ouly a
gust or two from the uartl, was
tlrawlng Up the water lu. great rush-
Ing ridges, on 'whicli tlie bow o! Num-
ber 26 rose jerkily up aud -up. sud-
denly ta faîl, as'tle support passed
on, so that tle uext wave washed
uearly ta the rail.

Alan !aced the wind with macki-
naw 1buttoned abouit ls tliroat, but

to rnake certain lis liearing, lis ears
were unprotected. They numbed fre-
quently, and hie crew a liand out of
the glove to rab thein. The windows
to protect the wvleelsman liad been
dropped, as the snow liad gatliered on
the glass; and at intervals as lie
glanced back, hie could see oid Burr's
face as lie switclied on a dini liglit to
look at the cornpass. The strange
placidity whidli usually characterized
the old man's face lad not returned
to it since' Alan lad spoken witli him
on the dock; its look was intenï and
queerly drawn. Was old Burr begin-
niing ta remember-remember that lie
-%as Benjamin Corvet? Alan did flot
belileve it could be that; again anti
agaln lie had spoken Corvet's name
to him wlthout effect. Yet there mnust
have been *times when. if hie was
actually Corvet,- lie lad remembered
wlio lie was. He must lave reniera-
bered that wlien lie' liad written di-
rections to some one to send tlose
things to Constance Sherrili; or, a
strange thouglit lad corne to Alan.
liad lie wrlttea those instructions to
himsel!? Had there, been a moment
wlien, lie lad been so mudli himself
that lie liad realized that lie miglit
not be himself again and s0 ladl writ-
ten the orde r which later, mechani-
caly, lie lad obeyed? This certainly
.would account for the package laving
been mailed- at. Manitowoc and for
Alan's-failure to-find, out by who-m it
liad 'been mailed. 1It would accoiànt
too, for the unknown landwriting upon
thé wrapper, If somne one an tlie ferry
liad addressed.the package for the.
aId man. He must inquire whetler
any one among the crew had doue
that.

W HAT could have brought back
Vthat moment a! reeollection toa

Carvet, Alan- woudered; the fluding of
the thlugs which lie lad sent? Wliat
mighti bring another. sueli moment?
Would lis seeing the Sherrilis agaîn
-or Spearman-act ta restore hlm?

For hli an hour Alan paced steadily
at the bow. The storm was increas-
lug-noticeably ln fierceness; the wind-
drîven snowflakes had changed ta

liard pellets which, like littie ballets,
cnt and stung the lace; and tt w-as
growing colder. Frorn a eabin win-
dow camle thie blue flasli of the wire-
less, wliicli had been sulent after noti-
fying the shore stations o! their de-
parture. -It lad commenced again;
tbis wvas unusual. Something sttll
more unusual followed at once; tlie
direction o! tlie gale seemed slowly
ta shift, and witli il tlie wasli o! the
w-ater; instead of the wind and tlie
waves comiing from dead aliead now,
tliey moved 10 tlie port beam, ani
Number 25, stili pitcliing witl tle
tlirust tîrougli the seas, also began
to roll. This meant, o! course, tînt
the steamer liad clianged its course
and wvas making almost dlue nortl. Ib
seemed to Alan ta force its englnes
faster; the deek vihrated more. Alan
liad not leard tle orders for tbis
dliange and could only speculate as
ta wliat Il iikt mean.

His relie! came after a few minutes
more.

"Wlere are we lieading?" Alan
asked.

"Radio," tle relief announced. "Tlie
H. C. Richiardson calllng; slie's up by
the Manitous."

"Wliat sort o! trouble?"
"Slie's not in trouble; it's anotler

slp.",
"W'lat slip?"
"No word as to thnt."
Alan, not delayiug t0 question fur-

Ilier, went back t0 tle cabins.
There stretdlied a!t, -beindý the

bridge, along tle upper deck, some
score on endli aide o! the slip; týhey
lad accommodations for about a hnn-
dred passengers; but ouý this -crossing
only a !ew were occupied. Alan lad
noticed some hli dozen meu-bus-
ness, men, no doubt, 'forced ta 'make
tle crossIng aud, one of tliem, a Caîl-
ellc prlest, returnlng probably' 10t
some mission lu the nortli; lie lad
seeu no wormeu among the m. A lIttie
group of passengers were gatbered
now in the door o! or juai outside
tle wlreiess cabin, whIdh was one of
tle row ou the starboard side. Stew-
ards stood with tliem and tle cabin

(Coutinued ou page 30.)


