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Legalized Piracy-A Simple Story for the.
A Simple Transaction.

'0hojea factory down in Eastern. Canada where
th~IakO boots. Things are so perfectly mânagedh*teexact coat of any pair, of boots cen beaaètined ini a few minutes. Nov a' certain pair
w#s for production one dollar and eighty-three cents.
Th~M.,boots werç sold to sa wholesale dealer for
two .)dollars and seventy-eight cents, and sent by
that fi£rM to their Winnipeg branch, the cost of
obi nnt~ being 'ele!en cents. The wholesale house
goe,'te a. country mnerchant for three dollars and

tw ty-7nine cents- and -the cost of handling in this
caa- as nine cents. The country merchant, after

pâayigal costs, marked the boots at four dollars
and llfty cents, as a special bargain.

O)a the saine day a farmer came into tfie store
vlth lirty dozen eggs, which the merchant purchased
et #I-ýeen cents a dozen, giving in exchange the pair
of bçots.., These eugs ho shipped to Winnipeg to

a whlesale provision house et eighteen cents, the
expft ,se being two, cents a dozen. The wbolesale
bouseo dispoaed of them -te a retail dealer at twcnty-
fol* cents a dozen delivered, and in a few hours
the' customers had lought up the lot at thirty
cents.

Nov apart front figures this is the picture of an
actual transaction. Nor are the figures so vide
of the mark. Let anyone who ie curious-make
an -tûtual examination and discover the facts for
ihiniself.

Who Makes on the Boots P
]Now the manufacturer ef boo$eer by al

that is rig-ht and fair, that if he acepted less than
the two dAlars and seventy-eightcents he vould
have te close hie shop. He uses certain expressions
regering cost of raw materials and unreasonable-
loeu of unions, but these do not concern us just
now. The main point je hie emphatic assertion that
the boots cannot be sold for lese thaiq the price
namced. Simiiarly the railway company proteste that
It inakes notlîing ou hauling freight from the East
te Winnipeg. In tact this is a "losing proposition."
lnu lne with this are thé statéments of certain
.American roads leading into Chicago who have given
testimony that they lose on the treight business,
the passenger traffie, on special excursions, and on
everytlîing. 'Yet thcy pay a good dividend on
Watered stock. It is strange how these thinge happen.
Next, the wholesale firm in Winnipeg proteste that
it barely manages te live by seliing the boots et
throe dollars and tvcnty-nine cents. The proof of
k lis the managrer's little hovel in the fashionable

district. The wholeeale merchante ef Winnipeg are
proverially poor. Nor can the country merchant
[ive unles he marks the boots at four dollars

- nd fifty cents, On neariy every line of goode
hoe must seli belov cost because cf the great
'COnpetition, andhle i making on the boots juet
usufficient margin te pay for cost of handling.

If anvone doubte the tacts as above stated, let
hise institute inquirie and lie viii find everythinglust as given.

Who Makes on the Eggs P
WVhen we investigate the transaction in eggs ve

are informed by the farmer that there je positively
110 noîey in hiens. They cat off their ewn heads;
and tlhe business ie on so email a scale that if
it were not because every farmer muet have a
few c gg-s for bis owu family use hie would not
bother with liens at ail. Simiiarly, the merchant
assures us that there is inothing in handling egç,s,
but lie mnust oblige hie farm customers by acting
as salesman. Everybody knows that the express
eemnpaiv neyer makes anything ou the handling of
goods of any kind. Certainiy they make nothing
'on perishable goode like eggs. Se it remaine for
thc Nviiolesale merchant and the retail merchant te
explain that it le necessary in the case of eggs
and dairy producte te charge a littie above cost
because of the great risk they take in handling
Such goods et ail.-

Tiis is ail so reasonabie and se pcrfcctiy plain
that it is surely not worth one's vhile to examne
Into thie acts. They must be lu lino vith the
testinioîy given.

Who Pays too Much P
Ynt notwithstanding ail that bas bccn assertcd,

It li-,s seem strenge that a fermer should have
to P 'ý four dollars and flfty cents for boots that
'wer made for one dollar and igity-three cents,
enud it is more strange stim that the slck vif e of

a poor ylbrer là Wiynnfpcg should have id'
pay thirty ]abs for egge that the fermer vas
willing te dispose cf et fifteen cents a dozený And'
becauseeef these strange facts there arises the -
question ini economies that is nov beinq prepo unded-
far and near, and compared. vîth whieh ail other
questions are but trifiing. Why does it cost. née much
in these days te, live? It is the question. cf the
consumer, and perhaps it le vel that he ina about
to have a hearing.

A Ray oflHope.
Somo menthe ago, wheni the struggle botween the.

pr9ducers and the shippers vas et its vorst, vo
prediotcd thnt, beforo long the, -consumera~ would
begin te, assert their élaims. We did net think
then, that in four. short montha the question weuld
be agitted in Canada, in Great Britain and in the
United States. Yet te.day that la the loading
question in these three countrios. It has beei
discovered that i Canadien citiee the ordinary

workman cannot afford te marr, because hoeno
purchase food and clothing for a family; 'it le found
that lu the United States thousands et familios
have te live on blfi-tare, becauso the eerning
capacity et the parents ie net great enough te

puchsethe necessities et iifeu and lu Great Britain
eiston bas been promiscd vhich viii reliove the

%ituation lu vhich the poorer classes ifind themmlves
when it cornes te the grave problein ef berely
maintaining au existence.

Known by their Fruits.
In the examination vhich viii b. mede regarding

existing conditions, the varieus commissions thet are

appointed i ii fiud it neccssary te doubt overy
man's word juet a little-but more espeially the
word et the man vbo le doing velI financially.
There is ne man vho cen mako *such a streng plea
for 'poverty as the man vhe la living hendsomely
ou the fruits et the labors et others. When
a manufacturer sys he le maicing inothing it le
well te examine hie coach-house and te study the
dimensions et hie private yacht. When raiiway
owners say that rates are roasonahie it le voli te
remember right at once that the reference le net
te conditions ln our own country, vhcro the people
have paid for the roads, and bonused them, and
then are eccorded the privilege et paying te privato
parties an eýhorbitant tee for using vhat should
really belong te theseeves. And as for viiolesele

dealers and rotait merehant, *bq Mhqk
by results. On the whoTeï . "
that iroportion te hie euwtu
and faithfulnema et. effort, tbîmr. l
ln a verse 'position than the day.
no ianded property and ne business wb la
vitli the yesra. 1or it muet b. reme4
evon thoe Wr grvng it, velth en

btthe vg.arirla c1u imY ai t
ef Providence-s îhieMptob i«.,

~he Rob-bé-r o.the sMi

The commissioners, i M&
must alise inquire as te vl
bas oombin4d wvth tlkobree m 1
'wholesale 'dèaerà- màore *than- thea *
boots, and vhethçe -tthe t
have net, In" epit4 6f railWa
te charge ti",. tht -rMte e
vhether thi.expesom
railwey,dos Ue.W
force the lshippems te. PeY
not f6reitalliulg thi epor
mrien that May bar &P 0 ibWte% ~
th~e firet hhiga te viii b.
serles e of cobies organiséd to, rate-
pice. ef manufactured produots
price. efraw inatora. Pot«,%
article ln a western newepsoe libu
it elaims are v.rliedtablê Il
the fermerlbsc About 41 M
prepamesfer the. market, the

*15.40and the buitcer $1miK In
la a combinâtlon among the asehlihi
cembinations among producers suad
found ail areund us. Can anyone tell uns vý
consumer comes ln?

The plcythae Rendff
A third thing the eemnMsltew# M

ite lentthe tact that theuý* thi,.
charge prie.s beyÜnd vhat-Ilq s4ghê,
the$ are free frein eomped6ntlof e a
outaide et our oovu eeutry. Mu.idts bW
are pretected- by thet ast suf* leî S
vay te the consumera. If tl~s tt
net In force.every lest Mau 0o a
of certaln kind,, clothing et lMôtl
shlter iail its forme, t wi*~tue
aud supplies necèssary toe a n
thet voimight ludulge An o». or' twq itttl
during the course of the year. If« thora I
absurdly ridiculous lt le for th0 cousut
the doctrine of protection. The ml on
vishes tuis policy In foi"q, but vhy te
fermer, vho bau ne protection ferbis w*
a sysem vhlch taxes hlm -freom. »
on aIl that ho purchase.,'If.e&
cen b. bought ith, Unit
the auty le 25 per cent, l
that the Canadian-made ImpleMen »" e~*
Yet it vould yield a good profit te tuce u
to-day If mold' et $100. W ail kn te
these people "You Muet give us men

-obgilowievlong doesft takre te bg1
bto betqus ofet mre Canadia n

mauacuerthey have -done p Wtt vl A
early years of their expérience.. I ïï t
the vholo farce endedl v ieqte ueyt

upport Our national nmastiee ve ashal payG
like men; but ve objeCt te'this leg*issdrbs,
vhich protection makes Possible.

The Reaon Wy Prtuot lfllt IRSI*
But the farce. vilnet sud for a littie wWii1

yct,' becs use moeet mon vould rather suifer an
than offend the peiticel parties te vWb"-th
belong, and as yet vo have net parties .w ' ,aaffor<[to do çdtheut the aid of the.f uuufatsoe
-who, aleng vlth the rallway-mmMnates, have -bm
from the yery beginning. la very proBat helip la tise
of trôuble."

The Dawnlng 01 a New Day.
But the clouds are lifting. Next year vo MsýY

hope te eat e little more beef, if the. fermera- dé
not quit ralsing ItL W. MaY b.eable te buy boots
lnstead of mocassins, vo may b. able -te buy
implemonts te verk the. ferm; but for the. present
ve muet be contented te knov that If our daily
vages vili net feed and clothe our littie ones, thé
children ef the fevorcd few are happy, aud vb
have ministerod te their happiiness.

I
y~U.NoY3.

q * It ie probable that 9f every pea fortune
m the United States could b. traced to its
source, we would ind its origin in some
forin of favonitismu by - th Govennt
The lumber igs, the ralroad millionaires,
the sugar monopolists, those wbo bave

enriched themeelves by operatin g public

service corporations, ail these and the, long

liat of tbose wbo have been enriched by a
wicked, viciaus, deceitful tariaf systemu, have
te tbauk a kind gover nient for the means
by which they have piled up weahi t

the expens e cf the fariner, the workigman,
the professional iman, and the ordinary busi-
ness man. The alliance between big business
and politics bas been profitable te the big
business man 'and the politiciens."*

Frein Hampton's Magazine.
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