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ON AN ICEBERG IN THE NORTH ATLANnc IN 1861, 31 i

I have the honour to enclose, as well as a copy of addltlonal questlons put by me, p,

with Mr. Lynch s answers, giving, I think, all the mformanon it is in that gen- _ 7, n
tleman’s power to impart. o,

Mr. Ll){fnch who is a very mtelhgent person, mforms me that he was employed %
as a clerk, under the Board of Works in Treland ; that at the spring assizes for ~4
Clare, in 1847, he was complimented by Baron Rlehards, and the grand jury, 3
for resisting and prosecuting to conviction some persons who attempted to murder
and rob him of public money on the high road, and that he received a letter of -
thanks from the 'Ireasury for his conduct on that occasion. I think every
dependence may be placed on his statements, as he is most careful not to exag-
gerate, and. is prepared to affirm, if necessary, all his answers. ' He is quite con--
versant with shlps, havmg been brought up at seaports, besides havmg been four
years at sea.

Mr. Lynch is ewdentl_y of opmlon that, without in any way risking the safety of
the “ Renovation,” they might have stood much nearer to the iceberg, soas to have
ascertained the character of the vessels, and that this ought to have been done;
but he is naturally and properly most careful to avoid 1mput1ng a dereliction of .
duty or want of humanity to the master of the ¢ Renovatlon, of whose moral and
physical courage he has a high opinion, but whose energies were prostrated by
severe 1llness, and whose mind he states was afterwards much preyed on by the
occurrence. ' He does not think the cook of the ¢ Renovation” was on deck at all
while the vessels were in sight, but he would not positively affirm it. He is quite
certain about the boats, as their absence struck him at the time, and he looked for
them most carefully. He is positive the one vessel had no topmasts up’; they
were not even housed.:

Mr. Lynch states that, mth the exceptlon of the second mate and his brother,
who deserted on their amval at Quebec, the officers and crew of the “ Renova-
tion”” were on good terms. b

The extraordinary apathy in this case is much to be deplored and wondered at.
From what Mr. Lynch tells me, it would seem that even on hoard the “ Renova-
tion,” after it was settled that her course was not to be altered, little interest was
shown by any person but himself; although he modestly. explamed it to me, by
saying “he ?, ad more leisure, havmg nothing else to do.” He seems to have
watched them most carefully, as he described to me how one was shutin: and lost
to sight before the other; and I am most strongly impressed with' the idea that
Mr. Lynch is reluctant-to ‘say how  urgent he was to attempt to board ;"> and it
seems most extraordinary how the master should’ have refused to take any steps
without having been on deck at all, or consulted any of the mates, and Mr. Lynch
certaiuly appears to have been the only person who show ed the shghtest clnvalrous S
feeling on the occasion. -

I must beg their Lordships t excuse this letter if it is not as clear and expla-
natory as it should be; but as I know that as much information as possible will.be
acceptable, and as the Enghsh mail will close Within an hour after my arrival at
Kingston, I have written this on board the passage steamer, with great vibration .
and very noxsy passengers, in preference to delaying till next rail, ‘ “

v -+ T have, &e. I

(slo'ned) Fred. C. Herbert ' S

. Lieutenant and Commander, U

The Secretary of the Admn‘altx, L . and Senior Officer. |
&e, &e.  &e. | |

P S.—Mr. Lynchs opmlon has never altered as to what the vessels were,

apd their Lordships will see by his answers: the data whence he draws, hxs con-
clusions, : ‘ 1
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Enclosure in No 43

| ‘ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS put to Mr: Zynch by Lieutensnt Fredemk C. Herbert,
‘ commending Her Majesty’s Steam: Vessel ¢ Mohawk * Lakes of Ca,nada, at Prescott, '
14 May 1852, < '
How long were yon 1ookmg at the vessels?. 4
. They were in vxew fan-ly, qmte ha,lf an, hour, and I had 8 spy- lass
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‘ tlme.‘ } o
Note.~Mr: Lynch sn.ys the. bergf and véssels we}-e i sﬁg}itzfor siath Tonger! pe
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