THE PROVINCE of BRITISH COLUMBIA

The questxon of confederation w1th the Dominion becarie & hvmo

issue in the colony in 1867 - It was first brought to the fronb by -

it, and it also found many advoca.tes in Victoria. Dunnc the ses-’
sion of 1867 it was brought-up in the Legislative Council; when a
resolutmn was unanimously adopted requesting Governor Seymour

%40 take measures without delay to secure the admission of British

_ Columbia into the cofifederation on-fair and equitable terms.” No -
action in conformity with the expressed wish of the Council, how- -

‘ever, was taken by the executive, and m consequence, when the ,

. House met in the following year, the questlon was in the same ‘con-

dition that it had been the session _previous: - The opinjon of the -

‘members of the Government had during the twelvemonth entirely

.changed, and when the ma.tter was agam brouvht forward it met - .

with overwhelmmg oppésmon. 'In consequence of this action of the

Executive Council and its supporters, a,«ltatlon outside the Legisla-
ture was resorted to, and the people of the eountry erecalled upon .-

to express their views on the question. - On the 21s of May, 1868,
a large meeting was held in Smith’s hall in the city|of Victoria and

~an oro'a.mzatlon known as the Confedera.tlon Leagug was formed for

hering-confederation. J. amesﬁfnmble, Major of

Powell and J. F. McCrelg}}t, first, second and thir Vme—Pres1dents,
Robert Beaven, Recording Secretary; J. G. No
retary, and George Pea.rkes, R: Wallace, C.-Gowan, M. W. Gibbs,
Amor DeCosmos and George Fox, the Executive Cominittee. The
League began with a membership of one hundred in

Victoria, was made President, and Captain. EEtamp, Dr. L W.

eral places on the Island.  The work of the active members of the.

orga.nma.tmn brouoht out the a.rtmments and energy of the opposltlon 20T
* element, and quite a heated dlscussmn took place through the news- .

papers..- Dr. Helmcken was recoomzed asthe champlon of the antl-'

federatlomsts and he wrote many tellmo‘" articles on the questmn, .
. / :

s, Financial Sec- -

ictoria, and . -
branches were organized at many places on the Mainland and at sev- .




