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THE PROVINCE of BRITISH. COLUMBIA...

« The question of confederati.9n' with the Dominion becam- e &.11ving
issue in the ýcolony in 1867- It was*first brouglit to the front/ by'

the leading men on, -the M-ainland, . who were unanimously - in favoir of
ity and it also -found m'ny advocatés, in Victoria. During the ses-,
sion of, 1867 , it was -bro'ught- up in the Législative Council,- when a
résolution was unanimously adopt d

e requesting Governor Seymour."-to take méasurès without delay to secure thé admission' of' British

Columbia into the cofifede'râtion on. -fair and equitable terms. m
action i n* conformity with, the expressed -%vish of the Councilý, how-
every. was taken, by the exécutive, and in conséquence,, when the
îlouse met in -the following yçar, thé- 'estion'wasin*tlÎésamé,con-

dition thaît.'it- had bée ni the session prévious. The, opinion of the
members of the. Govern-Ment had during the tWelv;emonth -entîrelý.

changed, and when the matter'. was 'again-- brou t forward it met
with overwhelming oppýsition. In conséquence of* this action of the

Executive Couneil and its supporters, agitation outsïde the -Le"isla-'
ture'was -resorted *to, aùd* the peopleof the c'ountý e led-À Fie

ry r -cal Ùpon.

ls

city

u

to, express their views on thé question. - On týhe Ils of ' May 1868

n1ry' 

éýe_'a large meeting. was held in Smith's hall in the city of Victoria and

an organization known as the Confédération was, formed for
mes rjmbliloii eleretion. James mble, Xajor of

was made Président, and Captàiii.. B., tam DÈ. 1 W.
Powell and J. F. MeCreight, fir#j second and thit Vice-Presidents
Robert ýBeaven, Recording -Secretary; G.' No s, Finan'cial'-Sec-
retary, and George Peaýkes, Ri.Wallace, C..,Gowa M. W. Gi bbs,

Amor DeÇosmos and George Fox, the , Dýecutive omm-ittee. .'The
League began with' à *ember.ship o*f one hundred .in. Victorià,,'and'
kaùches wère organized at manv -places on the Mainl a*nd 'and at sev-

eral- places onthe Island. Thé, work of ibe a tive memmbers of* the

_,prganization brought o-àt the aro,-me'ts'and enér-gy of the opposition
element, and- quite aheated discussion took, place through the news-,

papem 's- Tecogn= as e c amplon oftbe anti 4
federationists, and. he wrote many teýi0y;J articles on'the'qu'estïon,


