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i liat oaa of th(, greatast llssings trisag ,uIt
of this convention is the mieeting and greet-
ing of old friciffds gathered froim ail parts of
the Province andI the mtfal exehiait-aes of
fri endship.

The country is speud ing large suns tof' iitone~
on ifs schools. Is if getting ifs mnoîe.v 's n ortli
from thein? Why let the scbeol be used enly
five days ii fthe waek, ten months in the vear,
for the purpose inerely of fthe ordliiar. routine
between aine aad four? Surelv w'e can use
the building for more purposes lin tha'r.

We miglif now consider briefly how seliools
are being used as social centres. lu miv ow'u,
a, eonsolidated rural seheol, flic building bas
beanu îsed mainly for- two pmrî oses, <lanitenîg
ami meetings of the Grain Growers. The
(lances as suelî have beau a dlecided sueoess,
welI atteîîded and enjoYed by thliceoin mii i ty.
The Grain Growcrs îoet f0 transaet the goeral
business ofthfli commuanifv. ifter wbieh litsi-
iiess a moek inîlianient -,vas lid, w hiei gave

risc to mue hI .,isu 0. TIie you og lieon Id
ware, howev ai, varvY laekwarinl talçiagý par t
in the debafas. A moionmnt for an uigit-
school was set on foot, but this did flot maitre
Tie scicol is v erY soon f0 be used as a lune'
for religions worslij)

I înight adîl f0 tîjis other ways in whiulîi
we eau use the sehool building. First of nl
the sehool librarY iniglif ba muai improeal
and used as n coîinîîîiiit,' library, w.ell stoecai
with good liferatiire, to which. flic fariner
would bava easy ac(ress. The average farinai
who bas so muelih leisuî'a iii winter, doas nuit
indulga la gond rean lig as wva sioulul h le tu
sec. The sebeol îna,) furthler ha used: (1) L"oi
literary andi debafinag societies. (2) For a
musical sorilaf'. (3) For parants' mnetings.
(4) For seed andl inill.tasting.

Seeing. than, flie impiîortance of social sai'-
vice, let us dIo ail wc eau te foster anid oii-
rourilge any socil atferpisa whieh is for flic
good of flct iiiii ît

Bv Beafrice MePiail

'The Chlristmats saii is a bus v onea for' aIl.
Very offan, foo, the dutias oufside of sebool
are allowed f00 muci fima ami thouglit bv the
teacher, thus ulepriving the pupils of much
pleasurîe whieh marks flie truc Christmas fima.
The making of gifts, praparing for a trip
horne, or fhec packing of a trunk, shîouli îiver
iiîferfere -%ifh fthe praparing of a reuul good
scbool eiifcrtainmeuf.

As f0 fleicnefhod of preparatioui, T eoni
mnce carl'y in Novembar te searcli flî.ougli
mnagazine,;, scrap-books and dialogues for
suitable maferial for a programnma, for aff ai
aIl thaf is whaf raquiras the mosf fina. Tlîe
pirogrammie 18 ulwaYs ''Christmassy'' ia gcîî-
eral, but a gîcat many Christmans ifaîiis arc
uîot aacassàr ' , especially whan flic rooîîî is
<iceorafeul foir flic occasion. Duî'ing the firsf
fwo wcckçs of Novamber, 1 ask the ehildraîi
fo also aid in lu fis work., anid lu a vl
shorf fime n'a are sfochedl wifb flic cboievsf
of ehoruses, recitations and dialogues,.

Thea liagins fie nrrangiug. Every boY or
girl la flie wliole sehool or comnuinifv miust
lie considerafi andf fakie part in a chorus or
something aIse. If is oaly proper nnd rilgt
fo hav a t letist fhree Chirisfmas songs in fhe
sahool, and these may ha casily ufilizad for
flic enfertainment. If there wera sonie wio
eoîld nef follow a fune, I did nof lenu e thenm
out, but askcui fhcm te sing softly, and foli
them fliîr voioe was ''foo sfroiig.' Four
lboys nîight sing a quartette and fwo girls a
duiet, ani a, ehild coîîld sing a real solo. So
inucli foi'th flic îîsieal part cf flic programma.

I have lad as îîîany as fiffeen recifations in
flic evaning. Sotie of flic oldar puipils gava a
reading or racitatioii of soma leîgfh, luit flic
wcc, cnes said a short, catcliv place. I fiiiu
thaf a child will piut twice flic anthusiasii
iiifo if, when ha kaows thaf thera is a joka
in his iceifation and that flic auiece is

going f0 lia sure fIo utî anti give lii iii a
haarfy clap).

As f0 dialoguas, if Ns easy f'O ehoosean go(uI
ona, but if lias fo lia ''vcry good'' iii ortlar
fo ha appreciafcd sîîfficianfl 'vt f0 e flic îîîîît
of work put ou if. A short dialogue foi- flic
sinallai' dhildran is fluiie.

W'e do nof do a]l oîîr pracfisiîig affer qelmool
heurs. Duîring readiiîg lesson heur I. ask i\,
grades f0 i'cpcaf flair racifafion, give thait'
rcading, etc. Tf flic %vork of flîls kind lia,
beau fhorouighily (loue flic remaindar of flic

- ear tIare is nio reason wbyh *fvley shoulul hava
great difficuityl riggotficper
affect uit fhis time. Ia music bour we davofe
flic fime f0 our cborises. Af dIrawing lessout
we maRke Chrîiistmas iîioffoes anîl placardis,
whichli hîlp f0 dacorafa oui' î'ooîîî on flic aven-
ing of flic aitcrtainmenf. As I ar n ot iiiusi-
eally iîîcl iitadl, T iceqiiel ait orgaîîist, 'bu t
ofherwv-s flic facher andI pupils praparal flic
concert.

For dcecorufiîîns, 1 fhuîîk simple dlecorntiouus.
mnade by oursalv as, atre baffer flian flic sliowN
garlnnds purcliasad alsaw-lîre, but licie fluera
us reom for disagreeiîcî. Popacma sfruiîg o11
fbrads, whea looped af flic bouglis of flic
Chiristmas Trac, serve as preffy decorationsi
also meffos on wind<îw seracus covercd wifh
wallpaper flic plainî sida ouf, for thea beaufif.v-
ing of flic walls. On flic whife paper vocii
may pasta sudh Nords as ''Merry Christmns'
or ''Walcome.'' Reoine-made garlands of red
and gren fissiue paper can lie eut lv flic
ehildrca dîîrîng recassas.

As for flic giffs on flic frac, 1 always ask
parents te bring flicir own ehildren 's presents
anîd if flicre ar'e any poor childran in th-p
sahool we luit ohn asmnall ona for fhem. Oîîe
va ar wc gave purecr(its te an orphanaga, but
put flim ou flic frea jisf flic saine. 1 always
fry fo insfil info flic children's minds the idea


