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v |+ GENERAYL, COXGRES
| Been holdin

| 'single Bishop:from
" | are;in. fact, ‘but two: bishops . left-in : the ‘whole

8.—The German Catholics kave
: g their twenty-fifth General Congress at
‘Wurzburg, the ancient capital of Franconia, at
which the Dean of the Chapter of Maing called at<
tention to the mslancholy fact that along the whole
course of {he Rhine there is at (his woment not. 4
Constance to Rotterdam. There
Prusstan dominions, the Bishops of Hildeghoim and
‘Brmland, and upon them also the arm of the clvil
-power i3 expected'soon _to fall,, 1t ds. with great
regret, moreover, that. we wotico - the - statement
respectingd the serious and “alarming illness of tho
Archbishop of ‘Munich. The congregs took into
consideration a report of the Socicty of St. Baphael

"} for the profection of emigrants—which has become

in Germany n very
a resolution in sup
at Ratisbon, |

“important work—and’ adopled
port of the school of Church music

Mzxico.—The Mexican Catholics have sentanew
teatimony of their affection for his Holiness on ‘the
occasion of bis. Episcopal Jubileo, throngh the
bands . of Cavalier Esrico Angelini, - Honorary
Cbamberlain to his holinéss. This cousisted of an
albom of three volumes, containiog signatares to an
affectionnte address. One bound in crimsoun, hason
the cover a representation in silver of the Pontifical
Tiara, with the motto—2Non praevalelunt ; and on
the other the image of our Lady of Gaudaloupe, chlef
Patroness of the State, with the legend—Nun ficit-
taliter omninatione, Exquisite miniatures adorned the
first pages of the. volume preceding “the sddreés,
which was firet signed by the Archbishop of Mexico,
Mgr. Pelagio Antonio de Labastida y Dovalos. Be
sides this, a sum of 16,028 francs, the obolus of 1he
Mexican Catholics, was likewise presented. These
Mexicans bad previously fsent gifta in money and
otherwise during the year. Tho Holy Father was
decplytouched by this testimony of devotion og the
‘part of the fervent Catholics of Mexico, and bestowed
upon them his Apostolic Benediction, at the same
time charging the Cavalier Angelini to convey in.
formation of this to the Archbishop of Mexico, to
all the Episcopaté, and to the Catholic societies of
that country. . ’

Ouo Catitonics.—~Ouce more theso peculiar peo.
ple who style themselvea ¢ Old Catholics” have held
& convenlicle in Germany, this time in tho old
Catholic city of Mayence. Six years ago, when the
new-fangled sectarianism was first started, that
beresiaich, Dollinger, snid that there were thou-
sands of the priesthood, and millions of the faith{ul
eager to become uafaithful to the Holy See. But
since then?

¢ O Hamlet, what & falliog-off was therel?

The whole ¢ Congress” last week was not attend.-
ed by as many as nbundred people. Letters of ad-
hesion were received from tle Swiss and Dutch
sham-bishops, Herzog of Derne and Heykawmp of
Utrecht, and our friend Dr. Wordsworth, the Angli.
can Biskop cf Lincoln, coul ] not resist the tempta.
tion cf venting bis Latin, such as it is, in the shape
of an epistlo to the assembled rencgader. But of
cuthusiasm, not a trace was tn bu fouad. 'Ihe
Hamburg Fremdenblatt, a Protestaut paper, says on
the subject: It is remarkable how litt’¢ ntten-
tion the press and the public have paid to this
sixth Old Catholic Congress. This neglect is Lut
& congequence of the yndeniable fact that the whole
Old Catholic movement is & dead failure, For us
this Congrees has but an historical interest.” Yes,
Justas much historical interest 45 the thousand and
one isms in which heresy pnst and present has be.
come familiar to the student. Beyond this, it would
b= sheer waste of timo to Lave austhing to say to
@ld Catholicism.—Contemporary.

ArraniTioN of THE BLestEp VisGiyv.~The appari-
tions of the Mother of God at Marpingen came to
an end on the 3rd of September, as she herself had
foretold to the little children to whom she thought
fit to wanifest bewself, On this cccasion Father
Neureuter, the pastor of the villuge, communicated
the following ypurticnlars to the Germania, of Ber-
lin: ‘In answerto a Jarge number of requests that
bave been made of mo, I make the following decla-
ration for the purpose of throwing some light on
tha events that have occurred here. Siace the 3rd
of September of the present year, the apparitions
to the threo children of Marpingen, nainely, Sus.
anpa Leist, Catherine Hubertus, and Margaret Kunz,
bave ceased. They continued for fourteen mouths,
as the children bad announced from the beginuing,
The last words which the Mother of God spoke to
them before finnlly retiring were ¢ Pouy very much I
Since the 2nd of July of this year, fourteen other
childeen of Marpingen dzclare that they also have
scen supernntural sppagitions which were very
frequently repeated.  ‘I'be conduct of most of these
children has been, it is troe, without reproach down
to the present day, so that I do not believe in apny
voluntnry deceit on their part. Mowever, the ob-
s¢ vations which I have as yet made bave nob suc-
ceeded in convincing me that teese last visions,
which still continue in the case of some of these
children, ure real and come from God. The ndmin.
istration aod judiciary power ought certainly take

Iam thoroughly convinced of the reality and divine
origin of the appnritions to these Intter, As to the
pretended apparitions of the others, either at
Marpivgen, Berschweiler, or elsewhere, I have yet
received no  guarantees, and consequently distrust
their reality.” S C .
Carnouic CeLERzATION 18 ScOTLAND.—On Friday,
the Feast of the Exa'tation of the Ioly Cross, oc-
curred the first anniversary of the laying of the
foundation stone of thonew Benedictine Monagtery”

Innd.- Any large gathering of friends was rendered,
impoésib}oy 'byrighe uofirished state of the buildings;
but the occasion was celebrated in-a quict wuy_-.by..
the Fathers of the Monastery and afewof thgnqlgh_-,
boring clergy and genfry. Mass was celebrated for
the first lime, in the nesw Chapel ot the Hospitium,
and in the evening . Solemn Benediction .of. the.

| Blessed Sacrament was given by Bishop Macdonald,

of the'Northern District, who was for wany years o

| student in a Scotch Berr dictine Monastery at Ratie-
{ bon.” During the Benediction (ho 7& Deum was

sung in thenissgiving for the blessir g3 granted dur-
in'ggtbe past yZEr. Besides the Birhopand the resi-
dent monks, Fatheis Vaughan, Robe: tson and Cum-
mios; O § B, there wéte piesent ontho occagion the
Bev. Q. Macdonald and J. Chigkolm, as n'So -Lod.
Lovat and Mr. A Wield Dlundell. It will,_be re-.
membered thatthe old 'fort, which was built early
last century.io oyerawe.the- Highlanders, ‘and. ‘to
keep down Catholicity among the clans, was lately.
given by Lord Levat to tho English’ Bunedictine's

.congregatiod with. & view to :tho restoration of

monasticism in Scotlond, where it is at present al..
most extinct, "During’ the twelve months which
have clapsed since the :foundation-tone was Iaid,

the progress of the building bas been so ripid as:to,

justify the hopo'that beth College and Blonastery,
will-be ready fot opening béfore anothicr yat is pass-

ed.., The, alterations,;whichi.were :to; change: the
northern wing of the old fert into th?,,f,i,e“ﬂl_?f?.l.]{qsi?;
have'beon: almost corapleted a8 alsg av¢ ilie éxten-
siva offices,; including; kitchén; laundry; &c., ‘which.
occupy the Interior of; the, north-ea&gem,;yngjt}og,

The new wiig of the mbnastety, cotitaintag’ thé re-

imai| foctory and-the Jay brothers roome, is™likewise ad-

ing rapidly, towards completion,.and .the rest,
gﬁlﬁ@ gmn&itgj’.‘v’vﬂl“h “commenced before the
autumn is over. Meanwhlle extensive slterations
have been made in the Interior of the west wing,
which is to be the future HBospitium, aud 11 at pres-
ent used ag the monastery,,

18-13m,

cognizance of the visions of the lafter children |

| perity, During the week ending on Sunday, the

and College at Fort Augustus, Invernesshire, Scot--

Tyrrop Fsmn.é_Typhpidfever,is' said to be very
prevalent in Cork. ) ]

Strike Expep,—The'stdks o
Ireland has ended. . ;
. PiLariyaces—It is authoritatively_ affirmed that
Archduke Charles-Louis nod the  Archduchess
Maria. Theresa recently made a pilgrimsge to Mar-
pogen, . oo -
. . Popuration or Martow—~T
Mellow having fallen below 5,00
have obliged the public hous
close at ten o'c
Sundaya.

Lisar.—Mr, Daniel Sullivan, of the Nation, ap-
peared before Mr. O'Dorel,one of the police magis-
trates in Dublin, to answer for the lleged libel on
Mr. Callan, M. P. - The Yibe cousists of astatement
on r posteard sent anonymously to Mr. M'Carthy
Downing, M.P., accusing Mr. Callan of baving be-
trayed tho deliberations of the Home Rulers to
newspaper correspondents, An cmphatic denial
was given to the charge by Mr, Callan. Mr. Sulll-
ven withdrew nnd apologized for tho asporsion,and
the summons was oot proceeded with, -

Soccessor oF TR ‘Brisuor o Keanv.—The Dub-
lin Maif has started the rumour that Mousignor
Cupel is to bo the successor of the late Bishop of
EKerry, We do not presume to hold ourselves forth
as being so wise respecting Catholic episcopal ar-
rangements as the leading Irish Ornnge organ, but
we hope that we may, withaat too much boldaess,
atate that their never was the .smallest foundation
for the rumour, It is nn understood thing that
Tiish prelates always have been priests on the Irish
mission, Monsignpr Capel is (as any one may ob-
gerve) an Irishman (by birth or parentage) but was
never on the Irish mission. The successor of
Bishop Moriarty is almost known, but uno step is
ever tuken oefore the * month's mind” has passed.—
London Univers.

Mg, McCarray Dowsise's LETTER.~—An acri-
monious letter was that lately written by AMr. Mc-
Carthy Downing, M.P,, attacking the Home Rulers
wlho believe in Obstruction, He objectato their
tactics in folo, and winds up with the following
wicked stab:—vX rm sure that tbose who have
applauded the faithful six are under the impregsion
that the Republican virtues of that gallant hand
would prevest any of them from falling into a like
disreputable position [of recciving courtesies from
the Ministry.] Dut let metoll me Irish people that
I seldom saw any two members whom the court the
dress so well becime as Messrs Biggar and ¢°Con-
nor Power, with the kazee-brecches, silk stockings,
low shoes with buckles, cocked hats, and swords
(not Feniau) dangling by their sides, while they
bowed to Mr. Speaker, and ecjoyed bis hospitality
end celebrated wines,—2’ilot,

"Tve Surise oF MONASTERRIICR—A correspondent
of the Dundalk Democret visited tho grand old ruins
of Monasterboice, and is led tospeak thus: I need
scarcely inform you whnt were my thoughts as I
started on foot to explore one of the rclics of the
religious establishments planted through Ireland by
the Cistercian mnnks, the souns of the great St, Der-
nard. Of coursc I thought of the pust, and of the
robbers who for one thousand years——that is, from
the fivet invasion of the Danes to the present day—
camo amongst us liko wild beasts to  destroy our
lives, and carry away our property, Murderers and
robbers they were; their greatest erime was raising
their impious hands against our religious establish-
ments, and barbareusly reducing them to the condi-
tion in which we sec them tc-dsy. One of these * cs-
tablishments was Monasterboice, and what must it
have been in its glorious prime, when it looks so
grand in its ruina?” He describes the surviving
mouuments as follosws :—#There are three crosses
—onc of them a magsive Celtic cross, and the others
taller, but of a different pattern, Oane of the latter had
been broken into three parts, but last winler it was
pui together again, and by mesns of iron clasps it
seems as strong s ever. On two of Lhese crosses aro
pictorial desciiptions of the fall of our firat parents,
the death of Abel, tho preparation for the sacrifice of
Issac, and other portions of the 0ld Testnmentun.rrn-
tives, together with a repregentation ot the Crucifix-
ion of our Lord,and portraits offthe Twelve A postles,
&e. The round lower, which ismore than onc hund-
red feet high, has been sliglgﬂy renovated, but tho
top is still broken, just as it was upwards of fifty
years ago. Somo new tombatones have been erected
recently. Over the remaias of the late Rev. Father
Caampletl, P.P, of Tenure, 18 a beautiful cross,
erccted by the people of the parish, asa tribute to
hig piety and worth. Closeto his grave is the oldest
tombstone in the cemetery, which covers the tomb
of the Archbishops of Armagh, according to the
ttatement of the guide, who has the care of t_he.
graveyard. AS to the ruine of the monastery, Lul:
little are to be seen; and they cousist of some por-
tions of what is deseribed as the chapel. "The dust
of many high ecclesiastics liesin this place, npd
any one who visits iy, and poasesses the great gift
of the Catholic faith, must feel that Le treads upon:
holy ground. It was with regret that I left so in-
teresting o ploce, so rich in trewsures seldom to be
found.” o . : :

Tue Tump ORDER oF 87, FRANCIS OF Assi1 1N
Cork —A. ccrrespondent writea :—I'some time ago
communicated to yYour ably conducted and. mu'ch
admired paper the sicady progress of the '1.‘h1rd
Order of St. Francis ia this city, and now again it
is my plea-ing duty to chronicle its continued pros-

f railway laborers in

he population of
0, the magistrates
es and lotels to
lock on week nights and seven on

30th ult, there a3 a retreat given to the mem-
bers of this order, in the chnrch of the Holy Tringty,
by the Very Rev, Father Albert Custos, provineial,
The cercmonies were as follows:—5 o'clock, s.m,,
Mass, followed by ashort lecture on the' observance
of the “rale’ of the Third Order,. Masees at 7, g,
"and 10-a m.:; immediately’ after which Iatter therc
was inother lecture or short sermon for th_ose who
could. mot attend tho carlier .cno.. During oach
evening there was Rosary, with scrmon and Bene:
diclion of the Most Holy Sacrament,- at: half-past
seven o'clock. Considering the early bour (5 o'clock)
.at which the morning services comu;gncgd, . the}-e
was a fair congregation ‘of devout worshippera in.
attendance, the greater part of them baving several
‘times during the week approached the altar rails
‘and-partook of the Bread of Life. ' The *cvening
.devotions were attended by overflowing . congrega-
tions, who listened with devout attention- to the
clesr; explicit, and ‘well-lelivercd lectures of ‘the
wvery' rev, -provincial,; The sublime. truths of the
Catholic faith were .very. keenly aud:, forcibly - ex-
prebsd by tho' rev. gehtlemian, with ‘chiracteristic
ability.. Ofcourse, I'need not mection that the re.
trent was very inrgely availed of by those who wera
not miembers of tha order, The general Communion
‘took place.at the 8 o’clock ' Mass:’on’ Sunday, (e
-30th,and was a very. imposing .sight indeed, - ‘The
‘closing ceremonies. of the roireat were very touch..
‘fug'aiid impresaive, - The Soletn-Renewal of “Bap.
tismal Vows:mado by.old and yonng, rich.dnd poor;
with countless lighted candlee, emblematic of Ire.
1aud's uadying faith; would have stirred* tle" heart
t¢ emotion af'the most bardened; heretic; < Benedic-
tion of.the Mogt Blessol , Sacrament brought the
evening's devotlon to a close: On’ Thuraday, the
i4thsof this month, thé Feast of St. Francis hm;': obes
served wjth unusual, solemnity in the Holy Trinity|
Chiirch, -~ High'Mhss wis celebrated at 12 “o'clack,
‘the celebrant being the Buv. Canan Casey; PP}/ &t
,Pagsage, -iv this county,i the Rey.Abbé Cox, of the:
Mauritius, was deacon ; and Rev. Father Lawrence,
0.5.F.C, sub-deacon. Rev. Father Benedict Mary:
of the same order, was master of ceremonies. A large

}
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.. GEN. Graxt,—Gen. Grant ardved in Paris
(liast»weck and was received by tho Amerlcan resi-
ents, : :

. A Exeaxsive Row.~-T
of the riots in New Youk
of a million.

he cost of the suppression
State is placed ata quarter

Coxniyarron.~—There is some to'k of o combine
ation of tho :German Catholics and Moderate
Liberals with the Liberal wing in demanding from
the Ministry. an explanation of the financial state
of tha country, o :

" No Peack ~—1t nsserted that Prince Gortschakoff,
in a communication to the Russinn Ambassador
-here, emphasized the determination of the Cz1r to
continue the war until the condition of the Chris-
tiang of Bosnia, Herzegovinaand Bulgnria is defin-
itely improved. - ‘ L

.. SisvaTion 1Iv France~The situstion in Franco
is still causing a vast amount of surmise as 1o the
intentions of the Ministry. The Republicans in-
sist thot the Cabinet wiil onjy remain in power
long cnovgh to preside at the elections for the
Conuaclls General, but Ministers as persistently depy
such statements. '

Decree.—A royal decreo has boen published in
Cuba promising lenisncy (o persons guilty of tremgon
and rebellion, and the return of confiscated pro-
perty to recusants who submit within four months,
It is believad that the capture of the President and
ather leaders of the insurrection will hasten the ter-
mination of the civil war, The prisoners of war
will, it is believed, bo sent to Spain.

Servia aND TuE WAR.~The Eustern Ludyet hears
that there i3 no probability of Servin commencing
hostilities before next spring, and that cven then
she will only do so if Russia gives her an official
assurance that her independence, togetber with an
increase ofterritory in Old Servis, will be guaranteed
to her on the conclusion of peace. Servia posi-
tively declines her co operation unless shie can have
this assurance in writing, coupled with a suflicient
subsidy for her war expenses.

Tur Spaviay Mimima —A correspondent of the
Moruing LPost writes :—There has been n great deal
of talk lately about the chaunces of Servia tuking
part iu the Russo-Turkish war, but ene important
fact kas bzen lost sight of in the discussion; which
fact ir, that ibe Scervion militia will not fighg.
However ambitions Prince Milan may be he cane
not make bricks without straw. If anyone had
witnessed, as 1 did 1sst autumn, the utter demorali-
zation of the Servinn army and the wholesale self-
mutilation that was going on to avoid scrvice, ho
would be as satisfied a8 1 am that the Servian pea-
sant has no intention of agin risking bis precious
lifs to further the ends of Russia,

Buaaxpacs 1¥ I'tary.—It is not loog since fhe
Italian Government journals boisted of the capture
of the last of the brigands. In the provirce of
Saleroe the roblier chief Fraucolini was killed
and with him expired, as it was thought, the trads
ofmurder and 1obliry in the neighborhood of
Nuples. Dut the Government was mistaken, A
few days ago, between Eboli and Ponte a Sele, a
bund of srmed men nttacked some countrymen on
the open highway, and gave the commaud ¢ Face
to the ground.” Oune of the assailed party was not
sufficiently quick in obesing the order of the
brignnds, and recieved a blow on the head from
the butt end of n musket,. which in a few jnstants
proved fatal. The robbers made booly of the
mulcs, asscs, anl household stuft, aad decawmpad in
safety, The Diritto annoances another alfaic which
buppined on the 29th of Septewber in Sicily, On
that day n squadron of carbincers and bersaglieri
surprised the Plaja baud on the confines between
the provicee of Palermo and Girgenti, but tho
robbers escaped.” Later on the same day the samo
brigands fell in ‘with a patrol of carbincers nnd
bersuglieri, and n fight ensuzd, in which Plaja, the
chief, was wounded, but yet effected his escape
Another of the brigands was wounded and taken
prisoner, T'wo of the bersaglicii were slightly
wounded.

A Dia Swixore.—The latest gigantic swindle is
connected swith land in the State of ‘Fexas, the
Governor of which State Lias caused to be arcested
at Kansus City J. I Ham, L. Stevens, and George
W, Miller, charging .them with forgring land titles
aod issuing deeds for large tracts of land in Texas.
The swindle originated with Ham anl I'iomas
Tullis of Austin Iam lives in Kunsas City, and
through hia piursuasion Stevens and Miller were
bLrought in the scheme, Stevens, a lawyer, a son of
Judge Stevons, is credited with having goue into
the operation ionoczutly at first, by buying 14,000
acres of Texas land of Huin.- He subsequently he-
came infatuated with the mobey-masking plan, acted
freely with other -parties cngaged in'it, and was
knowa in Texas as the Kaaeas City lawyer, Botter
to enalle them to carry aug the suheme, Ham and
his confedorates had made duplicate coples of no-
tarial and other scals, ani- obtained the sigaatures
of many oflicials, They ulro printed blani forms
and perfect copies of  deeds ucerssary for their
operations. All the titles and patents; represcat-
ing either Stite or Government, lands used by
them, wero forged. Ao immenss nmount of land
hus been couveyed Uy ‘tactn under wany alinsez.
About a yenr ago the attention of Gov, Ilubbard
wag called to the matter, a4, on looking into it,
the mounstrous swindle wasdetected, involviag both
Texns and the Unjted States Sixty persons aré.
involved  in the swindle,'nid have been arrcsted.
To show the desperate nature of the ‘gang, no less
‘than thirtecn court housce have been burned during
the past year, fo deslroy evidence that could be.

brought against the s'v»indlc:‘s._ '

Tui ‘SOLD EHS AT ALDERSIOT AXD THE LATE Sgiz.
TRE LF. ARM4 AT Corst.~—Thé Loadon correspond.
ent of thu Freemun's Jirinel writes ou Monday
mording: I am-in-receipt of 'a siogulnr letter
from . Aldershot.”  An'eéstermed correspondent fn-
dorms ‘mo that 00 Nitle geic ption bag.béen. created
tbete by an.inquiry, very quictly conducted,” con
neeted to fome extent with a recent incident in'the
soath cf Ireland, ~It'is- sald that the discoveries
made invoived several soldiers, all- Irighinen, Lut
nothing has'yét tragspired to show that the su:-
pected men are in any way fnvolved. They are
men occupying in their several tegiments éxcall nt
they have had -the fall confidence of thei
snd. for that matter "they appear. to hav
but unfortunately the barrack-room rum
have taken nn-outrageous form, have o
the promotion of good fellowsuip. {
koow, howéver, that whatever may be-the upsbot.
.of thepresent ‘invéstigation, the Irishmen in the
-camp;maintain their soldiery character.  I'have my
own, views of the sinister news:whick comes ‘from'
“Aldershot, for am convinced 'trom Jong snd wlose:
‘observition that the Ligh‘and mighty personsge |
;who-has all&long heid, the dbol ¢10véd agatnst the,
politicalopridonrs hawiiit his :dfsposal tools’cababld
‘of anymeanndsd o sectite! thé reténtion of teetind
af, Ghatham; : His* objech now will b

f Be, ean qnly.supply, the: government
Bired ‘¢ 47" exciige for Bt I refusing, an;
-amnesty!0' Ulfortunately’ hee rmdjesty sdes * too
little of her Irish .caplisl or of her Irigh ‘subjects to
have her heart warmed towards the peaple; in fact,
she kndws more of the inmates of a few Lqch

¢ officere,
¢ it etill ;.
ors, which
t téended to
-Iamglad to

number cf clergymen from the diffesent churches
in the city assisted. :

Maree cablns than sbe does of the whole Irish
people. . -

.when he first got his swarm
little insecly, t
soen. Al first . sho  watched- (b
Fgoings st o distance, : |
. upon the ground, and crept along tawards the hive, :

.went on for a time withont attractin
.attention

‘and crushed a bee on the ed

_positions- and their ¢haracters stainli sz, - Iithe rto |

R

Extnsonpixany Poxos Axp F1su,.—The ponds in the
department of Ain, in France, are 1667 in number,
The industry apd ingenuity of men have converted
the marshés into fertile plains nnd productive ponds
construclog dykes from ane hill to the other, for thn
Dlateaux are covered with small hills, Wken the
proprietorof'one of thess ponds wishes to cultivate
it, e draws of the water into the dyke attached to
it, . Whent; barley, and oats are then Bown, and the
seed thus fertilized by the slime produces a crop
double that- produced by.the. land in the vicinity
After the harvest is collected thowater is permitted
to return to fits formor bed, -and carp, and
roach, are then thrown iuto it. 'Some of those will
support 100,000, of carp and 100 Ibs of litile
roach. Iz the coarse of two years, these carp
which weighed only one one ounce and a-half, will
liave attained the size of two pounds. and 'a balf.

The fishing begins in April aud is continued until
Novamber,

. Cmarriscnr Coxtest.—At the town of Armenticres,
in France, thereis a sete du prays called kermesse
or ducasse d’Armentieres io which the chaffinch
and its fellows aro the chief actors and oljects of
attraction. Numbers of thesc birdsaro trained with
the grentest care, sod, it must bo said with some
degree of cruelty, for they are frequently blinded by
their owners 1hai their song may not be interrupted
by any external object. The point upon which the
Amusement, the honour, and tho emolument rest is
the number of times which a bird will repeat his
song ina given time. A day being fixed, the
amnteurs repair to tho place appointed, vach ‘with
Lis bird in a cnge.  The prizs is then displayed and
placed in a row. A bird-fancier notes how many
times each bird sings, and nnother verifiés his notes,
In thoyear 1812 a chaflinch repented his song scven
huadred times in one hour. Emulated by the songs
of cach other, they atrain their little tplumed throats?
as if conscions that honour was to result from their
exertiony.

Carnisr-PigroNs.—Carrier pigeons of good breed
it is noticed, although they may bo started in come
pany and half bound for the samo place, fly quite
independently of one another. Ench one selects
Lis own coarse, some taklog & higher, othera & iower
flight, and speeds on its way without takiog any
heed of its meighbours. The birds, infact, scem
to know that they are racing, and each one excrts
itself to the utmest to arrive firal at the goal, In
the neighborhood of every pigeon-housa there ave
always certain places, trecs, &c., which arv usually
favourite resorts of the birds; but when coming in
u race the well-bred pigecon never 8lops for a mom-
ent at any of these haunts, but tlies straizht to hig
own particular house, frequently arriving there inan
exhausted state as to be nnable even to ent the food
it is most fond of. Birds whichare silting, or which
bavo lately hat h-d young, are generally taken fa
preferauce to others for racing ; but instances have
been known in which carrier-pigeons of good Lreed
which bave been (nken to n fresh home, and which
have hatched young there, have deseried their brood
and Hown away to their orignal home nt the firgs
opportunity they had of escaping,

Asunes axd Inox ror Frowess —The obicrvation
of practical and experimental gardeners gecms to
confirm the fact that, to procurs brilliant colors in
flowers, it is necessary to supply the soil with an
abundance of ferruginous constituents nad silica.
The latter supplies a material (says 8. 1. Todd in
one of his foreign exchanges) which I3 of vast ime
portauce to the production of that brilliancy of the
petals aud the dark pgrass luster of the leaves.
That, if potash Le added, or tho ground bs dressed
round about the growing Ruwers with unleached
wood ashes, an {nereased Vbrillinney will appuar in
cvery petal and leaf. Any person who cultivates
only afew flowers in pots, or ou grussy Inwns, or
ou spuvious parterres, may readily sntisfy himself
of the exceedingly wuseful part the foregoing
mnnterials play iu the production of beautiful flowerss
LEven white flawers' or roses that have petals nearly
white, will be greately improved in brillinney by
providing iron, sand an unteached nshes for the
roots of growing plants, -~ Ferruginous ma‘erial
may be applicd to theeoil when floweraare growiug
or where they are to grow, by procuriag o sapply,
of oxide ol iron in the form of the durk.colored
scales that fall from the heated Lars of iron  when
the metnl is hammered by the black-sinithe, Iron
turnings and iron fitings, which may be obtained
for a tritle at most machine shopg, should by wurked
into the soil near flowers; and inn few years it
will be percieved that all the minnte fragments

3 furnishing the

will have been dissolved, thu
choicest material for painting tho gaycat colurs of
the flawer ganden. When thers is an excoss of
vegetable mould in the flower bed, and n deficiency
of silica vrrand, tho flower will nevor ba 8o rich
in color, not so Drillinnt as they would be, where a
libvral dressing of sand, or sandy loam, worked
down into the bed, whers the growing roots could
reach it.  1f wond ashes can bs abtained rendily,
et adressing be spread over the surface of the
ground nbont half an inch deep, and raked in.
A dressing of quicklime will Lo found cacellent
for flowers of cvery description. It is also of
eminznt inportance to.improve the fertillity of the
sail where flowers Bre growiag, in order to have
mature, plump, ripe szed,  Let the foregoing
materinla bo spread arnuad the flower, ngil:rak(d in
at any convenicat period of the yewr. Whin scil
is prepared for flowers in pots, Jef some s2nd, Romg
oxide of .iron and nghea 'ho ‘mingled . thoronghly
with the leaf wguld. e
Tapny's crIoSiTY SartsFiep,—The Virzinia(Nev.)
Enterprise tells this afucting “itory : “Charles Kaiser,
who has ths only hive of beos iaTtowi, eays that,
yitis old cat’s curiogity
10 'the’ doings: of the
ke Jike of which she had uever beforo
eir - comings ‘and .
She then flattencd * herself

Wwag much exclited in regard-

with tail harizontal aod quivering, It wag clearly
cvident that she thought thie - bees some new kind
‘of game. Finnlly, she took up a position at the

‘entrance to the hive, and when & bee came in or

atarted ont, made a dub at it with hot paws. :This .-
& the special
af * the  hive.
Tabby” - gtruck
: ! go of:the . open-
ing of the hive. 'Thoe smell of the crush.
ed bec alarmed and enraged tho whole swirm: Beca
by the score ponred forth and darted into. the fur
of the asténished cat. ' Tably rolled” Kersélf ih'the
grase, ‘epitting, -sputterieg, - biting, s tlawing . und
squalling as cat never equalied b:fore.; . Shae,appear—
-ed a.mere ball-of fur' and " bees ‘ast “&hé rojled and
tumbled abgut.:’ She wag:'dt leantth hauled away. -
from the hive with a garden rake, at the . cost of,
several gevere stings to her rescurer. Even after
she bad been to distaiit part'Sf the grounds the bees
stuck in Tabby's fur'atd:about once intwo minutes
she would utteran unearthly. “yow}"and toynce.a:
fall yard in"the air.“On éomisg down, §ho “wowld '
try jo:scratcl an'ear, when aéting on': (o lBEel - 1
would clg#sg_hezlt_g,;turp.a successtion of back sumnrers; : v
grults, and glve vent to A'tunniog fire of, eqnalls
Likkltnwparrdt tliabwas'lert alone Wit 1he mow ke ¢
old tabhy bad a dreadful timo. ;"Twa or. thred:dnys - -
i:ﬂ(m“ he'adventute Tabhy wi <aught by herowa.
-or! wko'took héf by tho ricok abd ! threw B
Hear tho bee-bive,..,When,she; struck- the ground .. .
‘8be gave a fearful iqual), and at a single bounce
redched tko top of a tence fall six fest ia heipht.
There she clung for a moment, with tail_as big as
a rolling-in, when with another bound and squall
shie was out of sight, and did not agala put in am,
appearanca for over s week,” e

of the  occopants
LPresently, - however . #g¢jd.

rdowa -



