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toco heavy, and towards the tipe slightly too wide, and when the blades
are applied there îe too mueh width between the shanks. During the
last two years I have been using a short forceps with a slight pelvie
curve. I t is an old instrument whieh I used for a time, but discarded
whcn 1 coin renced to use the Mimne Murray forceps about twenty years
ago.

Hlaving found that the wide shanks of the axis traction instruments
sometimes tore the fourchette and a portion of the pcrinaeum before the
headl pressed on the pelvie floor, and that the wide blades frequently eut
through the pelvic floor as the head was approaching the vulva, I have
lately found that the old Sawyer was less apt to cause these two forme of
laceration. In certain cases 1 have first applied the Dewees blades when
thle head was fairly high in the pelvis, and after a littie advancement
have app lied the Sawyer blades to complete delivery.

Let us now leave the short forceps out of the question and consider
sorne p)oints in connection with traction with the three kinds recom-
înendedl. Can the tearing of the fourchette and a portion of the per-
inaeuin be preventedi Perbaps flot always, but very careful, gentie and
slow traction will tend to prevent it; but more will be said about this
important point later. One of the most important events in connection
with the delivery of the head is the rotation whieh takes place ýwhile, it
je being dragged from the upper portion of the pelvis towards the out-
let. Sometixues this rotation, thougli perceptible, is so eliglit that it may
not be deemed important. Really, however, it is very important, because
this slîglit rotary movement frequently, if not generally, causes the wide
long blades to produce a very serions laeeration of the pelvic floor. To
prevent this the blades should alwaye be removed and re-applied. I rnay
eay, incidentally, that it is in snch cases as this that 1 remove thxe Dewces
blade and apply the Sawyer.

Let us now consider, perbaps, the most important point in connec-
tion with forceps dclivery. The most serions fauit nowadays je undue,
and unnatural, haste in extracting the head. It is not; unlikely that this
bras been the most serious fauît sincc tire Chaniberlin times. When the
bladles are applied while tire head je about the middle of the pelvis, how
long should it taire to extract the head? I have seen some men aceoxu-
plieli it in five minutes with the resnît that there lias always been Seri-
ous, and sometimes, terrible laeeration. Others will take a longer tine,
ten, flfteen or twenty minutes. But even tire twenty minutes extraction
generally ineans more or lese laceration. Twenty minutes seem a long
time to the zealous operator, especially if lie je not carefully watching
thre time by elock or watch. It is, of course, impossible to name an exact
time limit, but it will be nearly correct to say that when thre lhead je in


