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which is required during -labour.”” In thesc opinions, Dr. Lee
stands alone: and when we remember that his views and opiniens
have been formed whilst tracing the graduval development of 2
" layer of muscular fibres, which, as it were, springs into cxistence
es the uterus increases in size, we have a ready explanation of
the singular errors into which he has failen, Had Dr. Lec but
paid attention to Lobstemn’s caution he would have saved much

time and much unpleasanfness.

In addition to thesc struclures upsn the body of the uterus,
large ganglia huve been described us situated at the neck of the

uterus, and on the vagina,

DR. LEE'S VIEWS.

The utero-cerrizal ganglin.
At this junction of the liypogas-
tric plexus with the branches
from the sacral nerves, is situat.
ed alarge ganglion ; ¢ it appears
to consist of six or seven small.
er ganglia, whieli are united
together by nervous cords.”
“ It is nearly .two inches in
breadth, egzeecds in size -the
semilupar ganglia of the great
sympathctic, and conslitutes
only a small portion of the er-
vous systetn of the human uter.
us.” Thisganglion is considerad
“as the centre of nervous sup-
ply to the uterus” {The Lan.
cet, p. 457.) It enlarges dur.
ing pregnancy, and rcturns
after pariurition to the origical
‘condition in which it was be.
fore conception takes place.

The vesical ganglia, called
$ihe exicrnal middle, . and in.
ternal  ganglia.” * Several
large, flat ganglia arc situated
about midway between the os
uieri  and  ostima  vagine.”
¢ From this great-web of gun.
glia and nerves on the sides of
the vagina, by which it is com=
pletely covered, numerous bran.
ches are.sent to the sides of the
bladder.” ‘The nerves to the

32, BLCK'S VIEWS.

At the junction of the hypo-~
gasiric plexus ond  branches
from the sacral nerves, several
small ganglia exist.  The lar-
est measure about the one.
cichth of an inch in diameter.
These ganglia, together with
the plexus in which they are

‘found, urc surrounded with a

thick layer of fbro.ccllular
tissue, This tissne is of con-
sidcrable firmness, in conse-
quence of the nerves and gan-
glia being in, this situation,
much cxposed toinjury, None
of the nerves from these ganglia
are sent to the uterus, nor does
it undergo any increase in size
in pregnancy, nor any change

‘after parturition.

From the plexus formed by
the junction of the hypogastrie
plexus and branches from the
sacral nerves, branches pass off|
to the bladder, vagina, and
rcetum. Those to thie bladder
and vagina are ubout the one-
sixticth of an inch in diamater,
‘those to the rectum being much
smalier. Severa: minute gan.
glia are formed on these nerves.

vagina are described as ¢ many
large, broad nerves.”

The plexus on the side of the vagina has been known since the

time of Walter, who figured it in 1783, Tiedemann, in 1822,

. has aiso given a representation of it, and calls it a * plesus gan-

aliosus ;» whilst Dr. Lee differs from these authors in the very

large size which he gives-to this ** nervous ganglionie plexus,” or

* utero-cervical ganglion,” and in the very large size of the
nerves which pass from it.

" In this instance, as in the preceding one, we are asked to be.
licve that the distinguished anatomists, whose names I have
already guoted, could carcfully disscet these parts, and yet fml’, to
discover a structure “ nearly two inches in breadth, and which
exceeds in size the semilunar ganglia of the great sympathetic.”
-Had they -committed so great a piece of inattention, we might,
with_ great reason, have questioncd the accuracy of the whole of
their-works. But it fortunatcly-happens that the esror lies with
Dr. Robert Lee, who mistook a mass of fibro ccliur tissue, inclos.
:‘f“? in its centre some small ganglia; for a true gang}ion, consist~
iny of « cineritions and white matler, like other ganglis.”  Whilst

. Dr. Liee has applicd the term, “ nervous ganglia and ploxuscs? to
. muscular tissue on the body of the utcrus, he bas descended lower
-‘down, 'and called a mass of fibro cellular tissu€ a © nervous gan-
-.glion,” and, descended still farther, he has descvibed the fibro.
s cellular tissues on the side of the vagina as **lurge flat ganglia.”
“Much ‘confusion has thus arisen from the profuse mode of describ.
.ing all ‘tissues as nervous; but the real erfor lies'in Dr. Lice not
. ltssgéxguishing one tissuc” frum wnother.—Lancet, October 27,
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Taursday, Sept. 10th.—Dr. Fowler read a paper * On the Re-
lations of Sensation to the higher Mental Processes.”—The auther
obscrved that man, when viewcd as a whole, should be considercd”
us consisting of o bady constituting the instrument of. the mind,
as the telescope is of the eye adjustable but not adjusted ; thut its
indications arc perecived throuzh the medivm of the wusculer
srnse, as the images reflected or refracted are the signs of external
objects 1o the eye. Animals have adjustments ready made ; man
has to learn his. o sce, to hear, and to tonch, as an artist, or
even in the common usages of life, #'man just ceuched is us an
infant ; ull he can adjust be sees, as we do with an unadjusted
telescope, merely a vague sight.  This gives rise to searck. To
see with intelligence we must look, thut is, exert the combined
adjustnents ; this constitutes an appreciable distinction between
sensntion and perception. The unadjusted impressions pass the
mind as vague trains of thought, hnked and associated sequences,
the machinery of reveries and dreams. 'T'hat scarching to Obtain-
well defined pereeptions is effected by adjustments, attention to
our own working observatior will afford abundant proof; but-a
more protracied atlentjon is necessary to prove, and to convince
a man, that his memory and powers of conception equully depend
on the mind’s perceplion of a reitrration of the edjustments of
sensation. But-that this is o we have proof, in the corporeal uc-
tiuns induced by conception being like those produced by sensation
by presence of the objects. ‘This conception of suvoury food ex.
cites secretion in the salivary glands—of an insult, the gesturc of
anger, &c. In the power of forming and giving fixity of tenuro
to conceptions men differ widely. It is to this power Dr. Juhns
alludes, when he says, that whatever ean make the past, the dis-
tant, aud the future, prevail over the present, raises us in the scale
of thinking beings. Now, Dr. Darwin and Dr. Brewster have
shown that these conseptions are cffected by udjustments ef the
body; in other words, that the * mind’s eye,” is, v fact, the Lody's
cye. 'To huve vivid conceptious disposable by our volition forma
the orator, the poet, the seulptor, and the painter,

After numerous iilustrations of this fucslty and allusions to it
by the pocts, the author stated that these scnsatious, perccptions
and conceptions do notexist in an insulated state ; the adjustments
by which they are affected are so linked and assocjated by retrane-,
missions that.they reciprocally eull up cach other. This linked
association of adjustments he took to te the machinery by which
the association of our ideas 1s cffected, and that the propensity of
our structure to these functional adjusiments constituted all we
bad of ideas which had been denominated inrate ;-and he con-
sidered that this reciprocating porception from diffcrent sources of
sensation (as the eye and ear,) gave birth to the idzal theory of
¢ species, images of forms and colour of things without their mat.
ter” of the old metaphysicians, In conclusion, the author con-
tended that Mr. Ilume’s opinion on the non-cxistence of the idea
of power, and of cayse and cffect, (except as aniecedent and con-
sequent,) and the arguments and facts adduced against that
opinion, receive an elacidation from'the'consideration of the modes.
of action of the muscular sense, of which both Mr. Hume and his
adversary were quite ignorant. '

The Secretary read & paper by Dr. Scarle, % On the Cause of
the Blood's Circulation through the Liver.”  After alluding to the
powers which circulate the blood in the system generally, the
author declurcd it to be still a problem by what comnbiued forces..
the portal eirculation was carried on in the liver,—one cause of
the general circulation being apparently absent, numely, the oxy-
genation of the blood in the arterial system, in the portal system.
the blood being deemed wholly venous.  The solution of the
problem depended, he thought, on the fact that the stomach and.
bowels were: (like the cutancous,) a respiratory surface, by which
the portal blood Lecomes oxygenuted to the neeessary degree.  In.
support of this view he ndducedithe'experiments of Majendie, who..
found 11 per cent. of oxygen in the stomach of eriminals examin-
ed after decapitation, and carbonic acid wnd nitrogen in the 'intes-..
tines ;*the source of this vxygen he belicvestobe theair swallowed .
with-the food und saliva, and in combination with cold water.:
This oxygen he belicves to be absorbed by the veins and lacteals,,
and communicated as a source of power to the portal vessels, Ia.

deeraed the absorbing power of tho gastric and mesenteric vcins.



