THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

195

it apponrs that we-have one too many,
ard he has to leave his country to get
an appointment to.the heo,thon world from
another church.

But what about supply at home? Let
the following facts reply :

Firsl, At tho last mesting of the Com-
mittee for the distribution of preachers,
presbytories asked for sixteen preachers
to meet ordinary wants. On the list were
twelve, but onewaslocated at thtloBuy,

Newfoundlnnd, and there was notice that
three, Messrs. Thorpe, Roggrs, and
Torbes, would leave this month to take

an extra theological session in Scotland,

reducing the number to one-half of what
was wanted, This deficiency was parti-
ally met, or rather helped, by the services
of two-or three ordained ministers, not
on the,list, but willing to give at least
occasional assistance.

But Secondly. About six actwe carnest
mén are wanted.to be Jocated for a yedr
ot more in as many distinct and special
fields, . The Presbytery of Miramichi
wants two, onefor Metapediaa and vicinity
and ons-for the lumber damps within that

Presbytery.  The Pres'bytery of St: John

is desirous of" employmg one in its large
Home Mission fisld to 1t1nerate and or-
ganize. The Presbytery of Hahfat wishes
two, one forWolfevxlle and Lowex "Horton
and the' othet for La.wrencetown, Cow
Bay and Porter’s Lake.
of Newfoundland asks one fot" B&y of
Islands.

Here are SIX men wanted and not one |

can be spared f from the ordinary supply

requiired by Presbytemes without leaving,

vacant congregations, as Mabora, Noel,
and probably some others hove been al-

ready left. tlns summer Wxth scarcely |

monthly service from probationers ;. and
again the questxon comes up. where are
the men? From what quartér are we to
expect them? - . -
STUDENTS -OF THEOLOGY WANTED !
T.answer the queéstion just asked, with
the reply, the men-are in our Christian
homes, they are to-come from our own

The Presbytery-

familics, How the present urgent nced
is to be mot it is lifficult to say, but it
is almost cexrtain-that it will not -be Sfully
met. Such men as are called for and
wanted.¢annot be quickly obtained.

But the want is ever recurring and pro-
vision must be made to meet it in the
future. Unless wo use the means, and
all means within our power, we are pre-
sumptuous in expecting the desired end.
‘We have.indeed, by efforts past and in
progress, provided the means of education,
but-what have we done to Jend promising
young men to give thomselves to the
work of the mivistry ? How many
parents have shewn o desire to have a
son.éngaged:in Christian work and ‘col-
lege ‘training, with a.view to mxssmnm'y
gerviée:? How many ministers in their
visitations'in families .and schools, have -
watched for the buddings of piety, and
the indications of talent and. speaking
power, with.effort to.pre-engage them for
the Lord's work ? ‘We have rather been
assuming that.because ministers .are not
man-made, that we. have nothing to do
but to wait. And so.it has happened in
f,act,,thqt we have congregations not a
few, which have never furnished a student

. of theology, and there are hundreds of

wea.lthy families who, have never given,
nor.sought to give, a minister to tlie

. Church or to the Lord who bought them,

A good men latelyin-a vacant charge;
which the writer was supplying for &

' day, remarked on learning that there

would be no preachmg next Lord’s day,
“We ha.ve 'nt got enough preachers yet
I think.} No ; have ‘you tried to givea
son to .serve ‘th‘é Lotrd-as a preacher?
“No.” Has the congregation? I °
don’t know—well T think not,” was the
answer ; and-my rejoinder was, and -can
you be surprised at the scarcity of preach-
ers? He changed ‘the subject. There
are-many-in-the Church who would be
silencediby-these: two- questions. Piety,
persevemnce and:prayer, brought fo bear
oh this subject would do much if com-
bined and well directed.

Our congregations and Christ's cause
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