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An address and petition to the Xing, o
memorial and petition to tho House of
Lords, and a petition to the Houso of Com-
mons ropresentating their grievances in
detail, having been agroed to the Congress
dissolved their meeting on the 25th October.

It is clegr.that the wholo of their proceed-
ings wepo unconstitutional, thoy ware called
togothor by ro authority, they did not consti-
iutoalegal assembly in any scnso of the term,
had noright in their capacity to petition at
al}, and in fuct from first to last wero acting
illegally as & gelf-constitv’ed body. It was
only competent for tF-.a to recommend tho
different provinci- Legislatures whose
deputies they w:.¢, to take tho steps which
they presumed on and if there hnd been a
strong cen.ral government in the colonios a
prosecution for sedition would be the fitting
finale for the New York Congress. That
they were not free from a charge of treason
subsequent events proved, for immediatety
on their dispersion dssociations were set on
foot in all the Colonies against the importation
of Britisk manufactures till the Stamp Act
was repealed. This regulation to take place
on 1st January, 1776.

The first of November, when the Stamp
Act was to come into operation, had arrived
but no stamps were to be had and a total
stop was put to legal proceedings. Com-
merce was at an end as clearances could not
be effected, some parties ventured tosend
vessels to sea with & certificate from theGov-
ernor that Stamps could not be provided and
the Council and Assembly of Massachusotts
passed & formal Resolution declaring itio be
lawful to transact business without the use
of stamps, This last act was decidedly one
of rebellion as they had no jurisdiction atall
in the matter, and the Governor must have
been totally wanting in his duty to his
sovereign and country when he allowed them
to exercise legislative functions afterwards;
but the weakness of the old Provineial
systgm was the want of & responsible execu-
tive council.

At home the wealmess, indecision andlim.
becility of the V hig administration under
the Marquis of Rockingham, was far more
injurious to the intorests of the Empire than
the treason of the Colonial Legislatures. At
that time there wa:t no Colonial-Secretary,
that business being done under the care of
the Board of Trade, and on the 27th August
that body placed the resolutions of the As-
sembly of Virginia before the Privy Council
with a report thereon in which it was pointed
out that they contained s daring attack upon
the constitution of Great Britain and requir-
«d immediate attention, recommending that
orders should be at once sent to the Gover-
nors to exert themselves vigorously in the
support of the laws and authority of Parlia-
ment, yet it was not until the 3rd of Octo-
ber that thisreport was taken intoconsidera-
tion and the conclusion arrived at by a very
full council at which the ;Lord Chancellor
Camd¢n assisted, was that the report of the

1 vver.

Board of Trade was of too high: a nature for
the decision of the King in Council, and it
was proper only for the consideration of
Parliament.

A decision remarkable for its stupidity
because tho oxecutive has no optioh butito
carry out the acts af the Lpgislative body,
But the procecdings of the administration
was marked by such mischiovous indecision
as to paralyse the acts of thoe Colonial Gov-
ernor and to encournge those whose interest
it was to create rebellion and confusion in
their courses.

Therd can be nd doubt but the Stamp Aot
was o legitimate oxorcice of that Parlia-
mentary jurisdiction which the Legislature
of Great Britain had always exercised, and
therefore was noither tyrannical nor uncon-
stitutional, and was not the introduction of
anbw gysteni but the exercise of the bld as

tho following statutes will amply show: 12
Car. 11, Cap. 18, 15Car. 11, Cap.Ts 25-Car.}

11, Cap 17. 7Tand8Wm, IIICap 22. 8and
4 Anp., Cap. 5. 6 Ann., Cap.30. 9 Ann,
Cap. 17. 8 Geo. I, 0rp. 15. 5 Geo. I,
Cap. 15. 5 Geo, 1L, Cap, 22. 8. Geo. II. W
Cap. 13, 23'Geo. 1L, Cap. 29.

It is altogether another question whecher
& fiscal regulation, taking the shape of direct
taxation,should not have been left altogether
to tho Provincial Legislatures, but it wusnod
raised on this occasion, andindeed was hard-
ly within the scope of the statesmanshlp of
tho age.

At the meecting of Parlmmcht in 1766,
petitions against the Stamp Act were pre-
sented from the principal seaport and man-
ufacturing towns, and a bill was introduced,
supported by the whole weight and inﬂuence
of the administration, for repealing *he
Stamp Act, and a declaratory bill was intro-
duced at the same time which censured and
condemned the resolutions of the Colonial
Assemblies, and affirming the principle that
the British Parlinment had suthority to make
laws binding these colonies in all cases what-
At the same timo the ministerialists
excused tho rictersin Boston, and endea-
vored to apologise for their conduct, while
they were charged by the members of the
late administration with being the direct
promoters of all the troubles occuring there.
Both bills received the royal assent on 18th
March. Inthe bill for repealing the Stamp
Act it was declared that it was not because
it was illegal, unconstitational or unjust, nor
arbitrary or oppressive, but simply because
it was inexpedient, and it was repesled free
from all terms or conditions.

The Whig party, when 1. opposition, loud-
1y declaimed against the unconstitutionality
of the Stamp Act and other measures rela.
tive to the Colonies. Having fairly impress.
ed the minds of the malcontents in those
Colonies with the truth of that propositioh
they find, when power passed into their
hands, that they had been acting the part of
unprincipled demsagogues, nor did they strive

to repair the error by a magnanimous decla-

[ ration abandoning the right to push parlia.

lmmentary jurisdiotion to tho extremelimits
in questions of local tazation, & course to
which thby could easily have committed the
parliament, and ono that would have been
takenas o ge;xetous and liberal concession,
and gone far t6/quiot thoixcxtemcnt which
had arisen, b it could not have removed d
th8 grounds of complaint.

‘'o tho Colonists tho‘whole action of Min.
istry and Parliament was marked with such
indecision as to -give--thenr-the -impression
that by resistance thoy had obtained a vic
tot}6Vér'both, which was an incitement to
further aggressions, and tho Aot was as des.
cribed unconstitutional and tyrranical, 1t
nlso revealed their apparent strength and
ths weakness, imbecility and want of states.
manship " the Imperial Executive.

In 1765 an order in Cotincil had been
passed for dividing tha.‘Atherichn Colonies

to two districts, a Northernand a Southern,
@rﬁe dividing lme being the Potomac River,
and continued westward to the Pacific—the
Northern dlstnct was to include the Province
of Canada. " This drrangement caused great
dissatisfaction, and Was ope of the charges
miade against the Enghsh Government.

The Colomal leagiers, imbued with the
“falso senument that dtstmgmshed. tho 18th
century, bad pictured to their,, imngimations
the felicity which would be enjoyed under a
Republican form of government. The mania
for Constitution makiny which,, afterwards so
unhappily characterised the Erench Reyolu.
tion, had its birthplace in the Colonies, and
was by no means indigenous in La Belle
France.

As the mass of the Colonists wore over
joyed at theo victory ohtained 80 easily over
Great Britain, their leaders took care they
should not be lulled torest in false security,
but resorting to the Press, an engine whose
power was greatly underated in Great Brit-
ain, shewed that the repecal of the Stamp
Act was extorted, that future Parliaments
might again attempt to imposo taxes, snd it
was therefore incumbent on thera to he vig:
ilantand turn their attention to those pur-
suits which would rerder them independent
of British manufactures and ensble them to
enter into non-importation -agreements as
the most cffective mode of ‘operation to the
encroachments of the mother country. By
thesc means jealously, distrust and a spirit
of estrangement was engendered into the
minds of the Colanists, sgain
rier was imposed by the Colonial or Impenul
authorities, slthough it is evxdent the press
could be subsidary and wonld be s powerful
ally on their side.

Apart from relative ability and skill it is
hard to conceive at this fime the utter isola-
tion in which the Colonial Governors were
placed. Thoy had ‘no responsxble ‘advisers
who hell seatsin the Legislature, snd whose
duty it was to restrain the violence of faction
and keep & just constitutionnl balance in the
Lower House. Consequently the majority,



