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CINCINNATI CONFERENCE.
TrURsDAY, May 6.

RECEPTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES
FROM THE BRITISH AND IRISH CON-
FERENCES,

At the time appointed tbe exercises
were opened by Bishop Simpson. The
opening bymn commenced—

The glorious universe around,
The heavens with all their train,

Sun. moon, and stars are firmly bound
In one mysterious chain.

The secretary read as follows :

THE ANSWER OF THE BRITISH CONFER-
ENCE OF 1879 To THE ADDRESS OF
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF
THE UNITED STATES, 1876.

Reverend and Dear Brethren,—We
have received your fraternal address
with sincere satisfaction, and assure
you tbat all its expressions of attach-
ment and of affectionate interest are
beartily appreciated and reciprocated
by us. The distinguished and belov-
ed brethren, Bisbops Bowman and
Haven, whom you deputated to visit us
at our Conference of 1878, at once won
our high esteem by their gifts and
graces, manifested in their official ad-
dresses, their public ministrations and
in social intercourse. We admired and
revered their eminent ministerial abili-
ties, and, even more, the graciousness
and devoutness of their spirit, the sanc-
tity or their character, and the beauti-
ful simplicity and humility of their de-
portment.

We bave appointed two of our most
esteemea and honored ministers to be
present at your pext General Confer-
ence, the Rev. William Arthur, M. A,
and the Rev. Frederick W. MacDonald,
who will be able more perfectly to con-
vey to you our sentiments of brotherly
affection, and acquaint you with our af-
fairs aud prospects. Mr. Artbur needs
no introduction to you. He bas pre-
viously bad the opportunity of visiting

your country, amf is well known, not
only among us and you, but beyond the
limits of our denemination, for the i
catholicity of bis spirit, the extent of |
his attainments, and the fervor of his |
zeal. H:s companion, Mr. MacDonald, |
we cordially commend to you as emi- |
nently worthy of your confidence and |
regard. {
We rejoice with you, with unfeigned |
gratitude, in the extension and success
with which, since last we exchanged
congratulations, God bas been pleased
to erown your labors, both in your own
vast continent, and in the missionaly
field. In which we thankfuily recognize |
the abundart blessing of our commuon |
Lord.
In view of this solemn stewardship '
committed to us and to you, we share
in your deep fecling that no chapel or
school extension, no additions to-our
cougregations and institutions, nor in-
crease of ministerial or educational
agency, no material enlargement what-
ever, wusd, satisfy us without the abun-
dant outpourings of the Holy Sgirit.
The pre;ence of the Spuit in the
church it bas been the glory of Metho-
dism trom the beginning prominently
to proclaim, as the one condition of all
truc spiritual progress, the one source
of ali life, and saving of facts, the only
power to which the enmity of the hu-
man heart will yield. This cardnal doe-
trine let us ever jealonsly hold fast, and |
hold both in our ministrations, our pas- |
toral visitations, aud our theological
literature.  1n the social and political |
movements of the world there may be
a wWide range of resources, and for the
extension of a mereiy nominal and ex-
ternal Christianity other appliances
may be sufficient. But for victory over
the power of darkness and over the un-
belief of man, the church is shut up to
the power of the Divine Spirit. We
are profoundly and abidingly conscious
that without continued demonstrations
of saving power we can mot carry out
the purposes for which, as a religious
community, whetber in the Old World
or the New, we have been called into
existence, we can not maintain in the
midst of a growing secularism and an
ever advancing outward prosperity and
respectability, an uncompromising non-
conformity to the world and a high-
toned spirituality. We cam not even
uphold our position amongst the sister
churches that surround us.

These convictions have pressed upon
us of late with deepening impressive-
ness, since, currently with the rapid

wth of our congregations, we have
m to record for the past two years a
pumerical declension (though small) in
our societies. We do not forget that
the number of our class members is
not the only index of the progress of
the work of God amongst us, or of our
religious influeace in the country. We
know that in all Christian service much
of our success can not be ascertained
or proximately estimated, much less
embodied in tables of statistics ; but so
bas it always been more or less. The
essential conditions of our work ia this
bave not chamged. We there-

fore, bave considered the record of our
even slightly diminished numbers as
having a serious significance. And we
have urged sincere and searching self-
guestionings, whether with an exten-
wou of Methodist organization, with

. and the changes which have been made

| impare the integrity of the rauwml
1

doctrine and worship, and an extend-
od liberality in the support of its man-
ifold institutions, there should be a de-
ciine in the strength of experimental
and practical godliness. A growing
distaste for the ordinance of Christian
communion which God has committed
to our keeping as a special trust, and
which he has so greatly honoured
and blessed in the past for the conser-
vation of the purity and intensity of
the spintual life, awakens within us
jealous solicitude. Our dependence as
a people-is upon the depth and earnest
ness of our piety. If we lose this we

fund, to enlarge our work in every
direction ; ex: memorial fund, to cele-

s erisis in our history ; and a
thanksgiving fund, to record our indi-
vidual and united sense of great obli-
gations. At first it was proposed to
raise for these manifold objects £200,-
000 ; this was soon advanced to ..8240',-
000. The amount already promised is
more than £250,000, andthe total con-
tributions when completed will probab-
ly considerably exceed this. And this
unparalleled outburst of Christian lib-
erality, in the midst of severe and pros-
trated commercial depression, bas been

lose everything. If we keep this we

keep everything. We live in perilous |

times. We are in the midst of fierce
controversies, of hostile movements of
thought and life that threaten the foun-
dations of divine truth. On tbe one

aocompanied by the effusion of rich
spiritual influence,which bas everywhere
| been felt to be & strength an inspira-
| tion. In this movement we have real-
| ized and indicated the position and
duties of our church. Not in pride,

side sarcerdotalism and .lnpeutition,
and on the other rationalistic specula-

tion, scientific skepticism and latitudi- |

narian vagueness. .

It we are to be true to our providen-
tal calling, and to the noble examples
of the past, Methodism must take a
foremost place in the great struggle,
and anti-evangelical, anti-Protestant
influence, has, during recent years, to
an alarming extent, infected the peo-
ple of the united kingdom, and fasci-
nated them with ceremonial.

In your own land the same elements
are active. And we are persuaded that
the battle is to be fought not only by
argument and scholarship, but by the
faithful witness of the truth, the simple,
earnest preaching of the Gospel, by the
power of prayer, by the force of an in-

tenser spiritual life, by the energy of |

the Holy Ghbost. We want more life,
so best will God give it to us to rebuke
the pretensions of sacerdotalism and to
combat the bard materialism, the flesh-
ly philosophy, and sensuous worship of
our time. The existence of godliness,
devotion, spirituality, holy cbaracter in
our Churches, in the midst of luxurious
wodern society will be our stiongest
argument against skepticism, our best
defence of evangelical truth our might-
iest protest against the upspiritual ten-
dencies of thougbt and life,

We bhave, since we last addressed
you, matured with much thought and
discussion a comprehensive plan for a
more direct aed adequate representation
of the laity in the financial and econom-
ical buisness of our conference in con-
sistency with the principles of our econ-
omy and the provisions of the Deed-poll.
No attempt bas been made by any sec-
tion of our people to encroach on the
spiritual responsibilities of the ministry,

in the structure of our constitution are
pot calculated, however remotely, to

office, or the inviolability of the con-
nectional principle, And with unspeak-
able gratitude do we record that this
broader basis for the counsels and ad-
miuistration of our Ciurch bas been
obtaived with a consesus approaching
to unanimity, that not one single win-
ister, vor so far as we know, a solitary
member has been thereby scperated
from us. We have remembered through-
out that all Cburch reforms go for little
unless they minister to the maintenance
and increase of the inner life, or its freer
and more fruitful action ; that a widen-
ed foundation of government should be
regarded but as the preparation for en-
larged epiritual operations; that an
ampler franchise, to be a real blessing,
must be accepted as a call to a rost
vigorous and efficient service; the first
meeting of the mixed conference, when
your honored repr-sentatives were pre-
eent, was marked in so memorable a
manner by the spirit of love and power
and barmony as to fill us with gratitude
for the past, and with confidence and
courage for the future. We anticipate
a brighter era in the annals of British
Methodism, and hope to find a new
point of departure for more earnest and
united labors, and nobler evangelistic
enterprises. May you and we bave in
bappy combination the outward goodly
form and the inward living power,

Tne Methodist Thanksgiving Fund,
which is now in progress, has been,
perbaps, the most remarkable move-
ment, financially and spiritually, which
has occured in our history. In consider-
ation of the signal prosperity with which
during many years Almighty God has
graciously b the work of the
Methodist connection, and also of the
harmony of feeling and counsel attend-
ing the important measure of consolida-
tian, which was consummated at the
conference of 1878, it was resolved that
there should be a commemoration by
such a great and united movement as
might present a becoming acknowledge- |
ment of the divine goodness. At the
same time, the financial burdens which

|
|

| but with a glow of joy, we mark a poiut
| in our history.
i The proposals which we have receiv-
! ed from your commiitee that an Ecu-
| menical éonferenoe of the various Me-
' thodist bodies in Great Britain, the
. United States, the Dominion of Cana-
| da, and other countries, be held for the
| purpose of considering the position and
| work of the people called Methodists,
have been favorably reported upon by
the committee appointed to consider
them, and communications are now pro-
. ceeding which will, we trust, issue in the
| realization of this important project.
| Much wisdom will be needed to mature
| and guide so great an undertaking.

In conclusion, dear brethren, we re-
new to you the sincerest assurances of
our Christian esteem and affection. We
rejoice in every indication of growing
unity in the universal Church of Christ,
but with the most abundant welcome
do we hail any movement that tends
to bring close together the kindred
churches that bad their origin in the
large-hearted charity and world-em-
bracing zeal of Jobn Wesley. The
substantial unity of Methodism the
world over is a providental fact of the
profoundest significance.

We would cherish whatever promotes
the recognized oneness of all the Me-
thodist Churches ; not in visible organ-
ic union, that need not be, but in
fraternal alliance and the bonds of com-
mon service and sympathy, Grace,
mercy and peace be multiplied unto you
from God our Father, and from Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Signd on behalf and by order of the
Conference.

Bens. M. GREGORY, President.
MarxapURE CLARK OsBORN, Secy.
[Remainder of May sixth continued on page first.]

Cincinnari, Friday, May 7.
RECEPTION OF WRATERNAL DELEGATES.
Gen. Clinton B. Fisk then presented
Rev. Frederick W. McDonald in the
following words :

Bishop Simpson, members of the
General Conference, friends and breth-
ren,—To me has been assigned the
honour and the most grateful duty of
presenting the Rev. Frederick William
McDonald, the accredited companion of
William Arthur. It is endorsement
enough for brother McDonald that be
comes to yolr as the fidus Achates of
William Arthur. He needs no further
words of introduction than have been
read in the letters credential and the
wonderful address to which we bave
listened. I‘seems to me more like giv-
ing a reception to one of ourselves, as
William Arthur stands forth an ac-
koowledged American with us to-night,
and all the triumphs of Wesleyan Me-
thodism are ours as well as his, and the
trinmphs of Methodism in this country
are his as well as our. For we breth-
ren olaim ourselves to be Englishmen
with you and you to be Americans with
us. :

Thicker than water, through centuries’ story,
Our Saxon blood has flowed ;

And still we share with you the good and ill,
The shadow and the glory-

The most 1emarkable sentence in
that remarkable address was this, that
the substantial unity of Methodism the
worid over is a providential fact of the
greatest significance. We cannot ex-
press any better wish for Methodism
in England and America, than that they
sball stand shoulder to shoulder, with
arms interlocked around the cross, and
push that banner around the world,
that between us there shall be no rival-
ry, except which shall do the most to
spread scriptural boliness over all lands.

I bave the honor to present Frederick
William McDonald, the associate of
Wm. Arthur,

Mr. McDonald then addressed the

Conference and said :

Bishop Simpson, my bonored fathers
and bretbren, I bave to shank you for
your most kindly reception of me. You

bad accumulated during, and ia conse-
quenee of. the recemt progress of the |
connection, and also the present marvel- |
ous openings for Christian enterprise, |
render it expedient, and, indeed, im- ‘
rative, to establish a Comprebensive |
und for the relief of all the connexion-
al departments from debt, and for the
initiation and furtherance of those en-
terprises, both at home and abroad, |
which urged so strong a claim upon |
our sympathy and zeal. This connex- |
ional offering has, therefore, many as-
pects. It mav be regarded as a re-
demption fund, to extrieate us from '

A enlarged appreciation of Methodis

pressing embarrassment ; and extension

bave not cared to scrutinize oo closel
my personal fitness for the office whici
I bave tha honor of sustaining. It hag
been enough for you that I am a gon
of the British Confereace, and the col-
league of Wm. Arthur.

During the few days I bave spent in
the country, I have been studying resem.
blances and differences betwee n men and
things as I see them here and as I am
better acquainted with them at home,
It would hardly be otherwise, it would
at least be premature if I should ven.
ture any report of the results of such
studies at this very early date. Bat I
may at least refer to one resemblance

by which I bave been very deeply im-
pzeued-—the resemblance which this
Conference bears to another Conference
with which I am better acquainted.
And it does not arise from mere simil-
arity of procedure, that could be ob-
tained by imitation. It is that deeper
resemblance, that family likeness which
is the sign and seal of veritable spirit-
ual kinship.

I have realized, sir, as never before,
the magnitude of the commission to
which John Wesley was called of God.
1f that commission had had no other re-
sults than are to be found in the direct
and indiiect influence of Methodism in
the British Isles it would still have been
one of the greatest and most beneficent
commissions intrusted to man. For in
England, more than any other country,
they who would estimate the influence
of Methodism must take into account
the remoter results as well as the direct
ones. Just as hidden streams are trac-
ed by the verdure to which they gave
birth, so the more indirect influence of
Methodism may be traced in the quick-
en.eld life of all the churches on British
soil.

Bat, if we pass from our own isle, the
work of Methodism is surely one of the
marvels of the world’s history.

But, it is not the actual achievements
of Methodism in America, as great as
it is, that impresses and almost awes a
visitor ; it is the promise, the preten-
tious »romise which every thiog in this
land bears with reference to your future.

Ycu bave bad the inestimable advan-
tage of beginning your charch life
with the birthof the nation. ' We had
to commence in an old nation—a young
church in an old country. You are a
young church in a young nation.
When we were born, tke institutions of
our land were fixed and tenacious. Yon
were born in time to help draw the
plans, and lay the foundaticn of yoar
national existence.

And, when these great Territories,
whose strange, musical names charm
my ear, Arizona, Montana, and all the
rest, when they are filled with ple,
when they possess all the wealth that
labor gives rise to, what will be your
reward? An enlarged sense of citizen-
ship? Something better than that.
You reward will be that your thousands
will be tens of thousands, and your
tens of thousands will be hundreds of
thousauds, and your churches, your
schools, your parsonages, your colleges
will cover the whole continent, and you
will by God’s blessing infuse power into
the whole life of a great people, and the
strongest elements of Christian cbarac-
ter and worth which ever a church has
been allowed to impart to a great and
vigorous people.

When I look upon Awerican civil-
ization, its literature, its poli ics, I
need not prove to you your debt of
obligation to the old world.  Your lit-
erature joins you to Eogland, your jur-
isprudence joins you to Rome, and your
religion is God’s gift to you from Jeru-
salem, where God’s Son consummated

to the Old World?  Not only as you
are doing now with the produce of
your fields, and your countless factor-
tories, hut with such a baud of mis-
sionary labor and holy beneficent toil,
as shall hasten in the regeneration of
the heathen world, the downfall of the
last stronghold of sin, and the fulfill-
ment of our higheat hopes. God has-
ten such a time.

I sat but a short time ago upon the
broad embankment which guards our
small but ancient river, the Thames,
and I sat and looked upon the vener-
able but last visitor, the obelisk, the
pillar of Cleopatra. It had been brought
from the banks of the Nile and set up
on the banks of the Thames. There it
stands to keep watch over the city,
making nothing of 2,000 years’ sleep in
the sand, waking up like a sentinel
that bas dozed for u minute or two,
and waking up to watch over the na-
tion’s life. = What has it seen since it
was carved with those strange charac-
ters? It has seen the Pharaohs, Alex-
ander, the C®sars, the Mohammedans ;
it bas seen Greece, Rome, and Arabia,
pass like visions before it. Why, why
do they pass? The Pharaohs were rich
and the Greeks had genius, and the
Romans knew how to govern, and the
Arabs bad fiery valor, but they have
followed one after another into the sep-
ulchre where nations are buried, where
moral corruption lays them low. They
died for want of righteousness.
There are in addition some things
and signs, to which I may be permitted
to briefly refer.
For 1nstance, we think we see that
philosophy, the higher intellectual life
in the world, is drawing back from the
lsud of frost-bitten atheism, toward
which it seemed to be travelling. This
is partly reaction, and partly the re-
sult of the manly toil of Christian
scholars among us, who have not been
afraid to speak with the enemy at the
gate; and partly the result of the lives
of thousands of believers, who know
nothing about philosophy, and possibly
care less, but who contribute every day
by their lives some of the strongest ar-
guments agaiast such philosophy. And"
under these influences, it uren!- that
pbilosophy, feeling the preliminary
ill of that bourne to which she was

his sacrifice.  How shall you pay that |

—
and h'as sought the path

which we think her honoured in g,n
ing.

Then, again, there is onr
National Educatiou.
are obliged to speak ite
t,:ut.l It ishlamentabll:n:o :1:1{;:
slowly our scheme of edncat;
e¢fi our political scheme, n? :1::,:’ t:.“"‘
of our statesmen said,
our masters now. e muat edneu.

Yes, there are healthy g; :
Church of Christ, wbichyit i:?p&&.
to record. There is the mjm,np
Christian beneficence and the vi .
the production of Biblica) litm
gbich [ :ll;)re than set off against the

ainty, dilletanti agnostici '

t,h?r writers of the day. o of some o
bere is one exceedingly b 2

which my brethren hers iy " Y0

: ) my Join me
in rejoicing over.  There hag been
wonderful diminution in the amount of

fine preaching among us for i
past.  Eloquence has been.od:;;’.
and dying out at a rate that does ;:i
even alarm us, so willing are we tolet
it go. It/is not 0 necessary as youth.
ful orators are in the habit of thinking
' I believe there is more sincerity aod
| more meaning business in the Ppreach-
! ers of England at the present day.
| It is as you have seen it in some
| mountainous coantry. The streamg
| from the hills may meet in the bosom
| of the lake below. You saw the streams
a8 they descended, some leaping, some
| gliding gently down. But when once
| they bave gathereu into the lake, you
!can _mot select out your streams aad
| portion them out.to their respective
! mountains, So from our Zion’s streams
| are gathered that go into the bosom of
| the npation below, cleaning it saad
9leansmg it, and we do not care toask
in what exact proportion our hill-
condensed and drew down the waters
of life.
. One of our wants—may I say i, be-
ing four thousand miles from some of
the active functionaries of the British
Conference, may I say it ?—is, economy
and simplicity would be welcome to
us. About every other year another
column has been added to our sched-
ules. You know what that mesns.
Another colamn of statistics, another
series of returns, another series of
checks is devised, to be waded through
by the hard, over-worked brethren. The
| genius of our best men has been em-
| ploved, wisely and well employed, in
icomphcst.ing Methodism.
!

I believe that Mcthodism will follow
i the linguistic law, as many of you une
| derstand so well. As language have
passed from the crude coudition of
mere roots into the highly inflocted
condition, and then finally have shaken
off all useless terminations, so perhaps
it may be with Methodism.

At first it was simply noble; thea
came the time of complication, and, if
| the analogy is good for any thing, there
 shall come a time of more simplicity.
' Then shall we young men be tha.kful
| that our lot was cast in with Method.
ism.

Serious, brethren, you know what
our want is, and perbaps yours too, the
gift of the Holy Ghost. We have a
widespread agency, we have good and
honest men, a wide and noble field. If
our field is not large, we think some-
thing ef it in other respects, and we
need but the supreme, pentecostal gift
to fill up the measure of our joy, and
the perfection of our prosperity.

Do not accase me of observing days
and weeks unduly, when I remind you
that this day is the day in the calendar
of our Lord’s ascension. I could not
but think to-day, that after be had gone
up into heaven, his disciples returned
to Jerusalem with great joj. With joy
because they had lost him, and their
communion with him was over ?  No,
but with joy that now, at least, they
had found him, and their communion
was to be free from all check of time
and earthly economy, and he was to be
with them for evermore, So they re-
turned with exceeding joy, the Lord
working with them.

And what is as true for us as for
them, and gives a wider life and meao-
ing to our fuunder’s maxim. *“The
best of all is God is with us,”

R. M. Hatfield, of the Rock Coofer-
ence, then introduced Rev. Wallsce
McMullen, fraternal delegate from the
Irish Wesleyan Conference in the fol-
lowing words :

Mr. President, 1 ar sure that ther?
is but one feeling here to-night,
that is that this is a most enjoyable ses-
sion of the General Conference, I s
afraid we bave made one mistake in the
arrangement of this evening. 1t ought
to bave been a watch-night. Thst 18
an institution of ours that we aré
familiar with, and which we ail enjoy-
I must not detain you s minute.
bearts have been tbrilled as we bav®
beard of the Methodism of Engisdé.
and we bave been drawn nearer t0 ‘bz
old mother church than ever before. =/
member comes to us from another field,
perbaps & barder field, where b"d:
stalwart work has been done. But, Per”
haps, to no part of the world is Amer!
can Methodism more indebted
Ireland in many directions aud for many
reasons.

travelling, has shaken herself together,

(Continued on sizth page.)
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ment to the children of
schools ¢onnected with our
evening.

You know the liberality
especially in cases of pic
meetings is proverbial. Af{
superintendant of the cire
Duncan, in 8 few words
pleasure in view of the cnj.
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1. Music by the choir.
2. Address by Rev Me. T
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