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[English]STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
VIOLENT OFFENDERS

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, 
while Reform with the support of grassroot Canadians is asking 
for more protection from violent, ruthless offenders proven in a 
court of law to be a threat to society, the Liberal government 
states that any bill seeking to keep sexual predators behind bars 
will not pass a constitutional challenge. The Liberal government 
is saying that it does not have the will or the courage to introduce 
legislation to protect our innocent children.

A learned lawyer stated that if the government contacted 
constitutional lawyers instead of bureaucratic bosses, whose 
only interest is keeping their departments running smoothly and 
not for the best interest of Canadians, legislation could indeed 
be drafted that would pass the challenge.

When is the Liberal government going to get some gumption, 
some concern for protecting grassroot Canadians and stop its do 
nothing, say nothing leadership? Using provincial health laws to 
keep offenders in jail is even a more stupid idea.

Learn the Constitution. Write the legislation. Do something 
for a change. Grassroot Canadians want what the government 
seems unwilling to give them: a safe and secure Canada.

[English]

EQUALITY

Ms. Maria Minna (Beaches—Woodbine, Lib.): Mr. Speak
er, 65 years ago Canadian women won the right to be legally 
recognized as persons.

On Monday of this week, five Canadian women were ho
noured with the Governor General’s Award in recognition of 
their outstanding contribution toward the promotion of women’s 
equality.

I want to congratulate and thank Shirley Carr, Dr. Rose 
Charlie, Alice Girard, Morag O’Brien and Dodi Robb for their 
dedication and determination.

While women in Canada have made significant advances 
since 1929 they still have a long way to go. We need only look at 
the representation in this Chamber to see the distance they still 
have to go.

I would encourage all members of this House and all Cana
dians to continue to work for the advancement of Canadian 
women in every sphere of life and in pursuit of the goal of 
equality.

THE POPPY

Mr. Ivan Grose (Oshawa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, at this time of 
year when most of us are wearing the symbol of supreme 
sacrifice, the poppy, a question nevertheless is sometimes 
asked: Did the young Canadians who made this sacrifice die in 
vain?

Yesterday in a citizenship court in Oshawa this question was 
answered eloquently by 54 people of 17 different countries. 
These people had decided that the country bequeathed to us by 
the total sacrifice of too many young Canadians was, to use the 
words often quoted by a prominent member of the House, “the 
best country in the world”.

I say to those who may oppose this comment that the evidence 
suggests they are mistaken. Being a long time gambler I will go 
with the odds. Fifty-four people from seventeen cultures say 
they are wrong. Come join with us and make it 18 different 
cultures working to enhance that which was so dearly bought.

I would also like to point out to all hon. members wearing a 
poppy that as a symbol of the supreme sacrifice it should be 
worn above all other symbols and decorations including the 
parliamentary pin.

[Translation]

FERRIES

Mr. Paul Crête (Kamouraska—Rivière-du-Loup, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, for more than 18 months, Ottawa has been trying to 
make up its mind about replacing the old Lucy Maud Montgom
ery\ the ferry link between the Magdalen Islands and Prince 
Edward Island. Since the beginning of this Parliament, the Bloc 
Québécois has urged the Minister of Transport to decide what 
should be done, but the minister still cannot make up his mind 
and is trying to shirk his responsibilities. However, interprovin
cial ferry services are a federal responsibility and the Magdalen 
Islands transportation co-op cannot go ahead without federal 
financing.

Not long ago, the Minister of Transport received letters from 
Quebec MNAs on the subject. Mr. Farrah, MNA for the Magda
len Islands, and Mr. Paillé, the Quebec Minister of Industry, 
agreed to ask the minister to act without delay. JOHN C. POLANYI

Mr. Bill Graham (Rosedale, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on Novem
ber 3 and November 4, 12 Nobel laureates from around the

Now that the minister knows it is up to him to make the 
decision, what is he waiting for?


