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COMMODITY PRICES.

A comprehensive mercantile survey
recently made by the National Indus-
trial Conference Board of the United
States, which gives commodity prices
to the consumer from 1913 to the pres-
ent time, indicates a decrease in tho
«cst of living during the past few
months — slight in comparison, how-
ever with the tremendous
noted for the preceding four years.
May, 1919, although stiil from sixty to
sixtyfive per cent. higher than in 1914

increass
In

the cost of living shows an average
drop of three per cent. from Novein-
ber, 1918, when the armistice was
signed. This survey covers practically
ali commodities used in the ordinary
household, which commodities are
grouped under the headings of food,
shelter, clothing, fuel, heat and light,
and sundries. The increase in the cost
of each since July, 1914, to March, 1915,
has been seventy-five per cent. for
foed, twenty-two per cent. for shelter,
eighty-one ceutn for clothing,
fif even per cent. for fuel, heat and
light, and fifty-five per cent. for sun-
dries. The peak of prices came last
winter, when in December food costs
han ever before recordad
tes official records, food

ing sighty-seven per cent. above the
1913 level. In May last, prices of the
same commodities were only venty-

per

3 cent. above the average of
:‘:.. p',r (_‘l:,ng La Abkreass B¢ twelve eredit with which to finance its devel-
s S “|opment. Those who decide to partici-

PEr cen In the four years interven- = =

i Z 1 B pate in the possibilities of South
ing, flour, bacon, lard and cornmesl A . trad 3 b ? Dbt
were more than doubled In prics, |’ TIFICaN HIAaE Tt men o '
ideas, willing to take a chance and

sugar and potatoes almost doubled,

while other ar es show increases of

sixty per and over. Ever since
May, 1918, such foodstuffs as beet,
coffe butter, onions and prunes ad-

vanced almost twenty-five per cent.,
while on the other hand beans, bread
and a few less important were
cheaper this spring than last year.
Whet the slight drop in prices

ot foodstuffs is a definite check on

g off,

opinion of the Ln'ger}m],
| g
|service.

may <ay,
dealers appears to he tha. high prices
w.1! prevail for a considerable time to|

yet i

come.

In the matter of rentals, the inter-
esting poin made that the increas:
for one vareity of homes is accom-

ypanied by a corresponding decrease

for other classes. The average “'m'k‘!m see how, in the face of Sir Thomas
1 because of better wages NOW [whijte's financial statement, anyone in

ng has been able to occupy anl
nding more modern houses and

tments than he f

coule

and

ford
this el

resulted in|

f houses has

renial ’

1ere has been an ov

der

1pply of
nient homes !
a consequent slump In prices. |
rally speaking, however, the in-

and less conver

crease in rentals all cver the country,
per
to ¢

varyving 1 ten to twenty-five

largely due

cent, h

been

nowever,

8 ances have

beer 1 and cotton goods
hove gone almost out of right in re |

Spect to cos

has
vet ‘n cther lines
:n a drop during the past

le the quality

steadily

th
few

Muslin, for instance,
wl at fifteen cents per yard
ir 5 thirty-five cents in 1913,
is now quoted at twenty-eight cenrs
per yard, whil cheap serge which
{ yr 1e dollar per

now two do , in place of
the price of two dollars and a half
which has prevailed for fhe last fow
Yyears. In cheap ready-made clothing
a man’s suit costing fifteen dollars :n

1914 retailed at twenty-six dollars anl
eighty-five cents in November, 1018,
and ah twenty-six dollars in March of
tkis year. In women’s c¢lothes there
bhas been a similar advance followad
by & slight subsequent drop

On the other hand leather goods
‘have steadily advanced during the
period of the war, and while there has
Tecently heen a slight fall in the price
©f many other commodities , these
have gone straight ahead, so that a
pair of shoes which in 1914 could be
bought for three dollars and fifty
cents and for five dollars and eighty
cents in November, 1918, sold at six
dcllars and ten cents.a rew months
ago. In respect to fuel the price varia-
tion has been similar to that of

the upward trend to be followed by nl
or whether it is|
temporary reaction, no 0Le 1.

af-|powers on Germany.
ed demand "”icomn this country, in common with all

vances, while on the ""h“"lzo suffer from thé results of the Ger |
{inan Emperor's unbridled passion.

SOUTH AMERICAN TRADE.

Mr. A Smeraldi, at one time a resi-
dent of St, John and very well known
tLere, who is now Managing Director
of the Export Department of & New
York business house and who has re-
cently returned from an extensivo
trip through South America, calls at-
tention to the great opportunities for
trade in that continent if proper meth-
ods are adopted by American expdrt-
ers He is very emphatic in his ad-
vice that manufacturers of this coun-
try should not develop the impression
thai they can get control of the South
American market by a wave of the
hand. It took Germany several gen-
erations to obtain a commanding pos!-
tion there, and that position was
secured only by persistent and well-
directed effort. It is a mistake, too, to
suppose that Germany is out of th>
running, for Mr. Smeraldi believes that
within a year or two from the conclu-
sion of peace German agents will )2
securing orders as in the days preced-
ing the war. They will overcome any
sentiment which may exist by carry-
irg on their trade through neutral
European countries and, unless Ameri-
can exporters are very careful, the
latter will lose the foothold they have
obtained during the past three or four
yvears. Of the South American coun-
tries, Brazil possibly offers the great
esL opportunities, but Brazil is sorely
in need of development and requires
ret only manufactured goods, but

they must follow to a certain extent
the methods of German exporters
which have been so successful in the
Past.
e — e e,

WHAT GERMANY HAS DONE.
On every dollar earned in Canada
jover and above the amount required
|for the bare necessities of life a por
Ition must be paid w the Government
to provide interest on capital debt.
{Fcrty millions of dollars yearly must
set apart for the maintenance
men disabled through overseas
Jvery bite we eat, every
stitch of clothing we wear costs and
will continue to cost from twenty to
|one hundred per cent. more than its
actual value. All this because a power
leraged madman of Central Europe de-
?sirrd to rule the world. It is difficult

of

thie country could favor & mitigation
of peace terms imposed by the Allied
For years to

cther allied countries, must continue

The debt of Canada, formerly insig-
ificant, over two billions of
dellars and we are compelled to con-
i‘mbu'e every vyear for the payment
iof interest on the war debt miore than
{the total amount of our ordinary 1
come fifteen years ago. In four years
this country has accumulated a liabil-
ity of two hundred dollars per head ot
population, and in addition to this has
been called upon to provide not onily
meney for the care of injured men, but
arge sums to be used in assisting ths
ormal activities of the Dominion
‘during the period of transition from
war to peace. If we had been a war-
1lke people, if the ambdition of Canada
Lad been to conquer other territory, ‘f
we had deliberately attacked our
reighbors in the hope of national gain
taen the handicap under which we are
pow struggling would have been re-
garded as a fitting punishment for our
uvnjustifiable ambitions. But Canada,
like the other Allies, had not desire for
war; had no thought of gain at the ex-
ip nse of other nations, but was forced
|

is now

into the conflict solely as a measure of
{self-defence. And this year, as in
hynurs to come when money may not be
as plentiful as it is today, people will
realize the extent of the devastation
wrought by Germany, and will compre-
‘hend even more fully than they do now
the sacrifices which peaceful nations
were called upon to make in wanrding
cft the desperate assaults of a power-

maddened people.
s e

THE SARDINE INDUSTRY,
The action of the Weir Owners’
Association in voluntarily reducing the
price of sardines to packers to tan
dcllars per hogshead will be generally
commended. Conditions along the

lcather goods, showing a constant ‘.
| crease since the armistice
signed, although different
have been A!ffarsmtly

Averaging the hou
from July, 1914, to Novemb 1918
} an advance of from seventy-six to
eighty per cent. is shown, with a sual-
sequent < decrease in the past six!
jonths of six point three per cent.
| These, of course, are United States
figures, and are of interest onmly for
L purposes of comparison. The decreasa
inee the armistice {8 a very small
 proportion of the previous advance,
vand when the whole range of commo-
itles is included. indicates a drop of
three per cenfy

wfh'l
distriots
affocted

Id adg

Bay Coast and in Maine are such that
if owners of factories are unable to
operate on full time for the remainder
of the season, much hardship must re-

It among those who depend on such
e-lablishments for their summer earn-
Circumstances over which th:
packers have little control have inter-
fered with this season’s activity, bu-
the reduction in the price of the fish
now offered by the weirmen should
tend to a considerable degree to ova.-
come existing difficuities. While there
i# no definite guarantee that as a re-
sult of this reduction all plants will
«t once commence business, yet the
new price is an attractive one and the

fums

Makes a Difference,
Baltimore Star: It appears that the
Germans are a very merciful and pity-
ing people—when they face their own
misfortunes,

The Pen and the Sword.

Toronto Globe: With a printing
train of twelve cars. German peace
delegates must think that the pen is
mightier than the sword.

Won His Title.

Ottawa Citizen: However strong
the sentiment against the perpetuation
of titles in Canada, Canadians gener-
ally, and Ottawang particularly, will
surely approve and applaude Major
General Sir E. W. B. Morrison’s new
honprs which have been conferred
upon—or rather which he has won by
rendering to his country a uniquely
distinguished war service. General
Morrison's K.C. M. G. will hagdly add
lustre to his name and fame as a
soldier and a citizen, but the addition
of Major-General Sir Bdward Morrl-
son to Canada's coterie of knights
will certainly add distinction to that
class of Canadians.

Oug Divorces 100 Per Cent.

Toronto Mail. It is probably true
that Canadian marriages, on the
whole, are more carefully considered,
and more firmly based, than marriages
in the United States. Community
sentiment has a deep effect in regu-
lating standards of marriage and in
strengthening fidelity to qbligations
afterwards. But the fact that our di-
vorce rate is only onedhundreth of the
American rate does not mean a like
ratlo of superiority. Acts of Parlia-
ment granting divorce in Canada are
passed onlyon proof of unfaithfulness.
In the United States, in 1916, adultery
was the cause of only 11 per cent. of
the decrees granted. Desertion ac-
oounted for 36.8 per cent., and cruelty
for 28.3 per cent.

Birth of the “Bookie.”

London Daily Chronicle: Profession
al betting, which some are suggesting
should be taxed instead of beer, was
apparently a by-product of the French
Revolution, previously to which bets
on racehorses were mainly confined
to wagerg between owners and their
friends. It was during the last de-
cade of the 18th century that the first
“bookie” known to fame as ‘“Vaux-
hall” Clarke, came to a bad end—
the end of a taut rope. As Mr. Clarke
was hanged, not for “welshing,”" but
for highway robbery, the profession,
or calling, of yelling “six to four on
the fee-ald,” cannot at that time have
been a very profitable occupation.
Betting to odds with professional
book-makers, then styled “black-legs,”
did not become reputable until the
thirties of the last century.

“War Weariness” Party to Blame.

Edmonton Bulletin: President Beat-
ty, of the C. P. R. offers the sugges-
tion that a good deal of the present
spirit of unrest originates in the
nerves, rather than in a reasoned hope
to better conditions. There may be
more in that theory than is common-
ly suspected. For four years the peo-
ple of this, as of other countries, have
been living under high nervous ten.
sion. All of them have been anxious
about how and when the war would
end. A large proportion have also
been anxious as to the fato of loved
ones on the Dbattiefields. Another
large percentage have been worrying—
perhaps worrying more than any other
class—over the question of whether
they too would have to “go across.”
After severe strain comes reaction,
anq the greater the strain the more
complete the reaction.

Newspapers by Women.
Christian Science onitor: That the
first attempt to establish a daily
newspaper edited, managed and print-
ed entirely by 18 not suc-

women
ceeded is no final proof tha¥ the thing
cannot be done. One wonders, how-
ever, if there is not an element of
failure in the fact that such a news.
paper seems inherently unnecessary.
Women have already a considerable
in the making of the regular
paper, and, as things now go,
it will probably before long be ni'e
accurate to say that newspapers are
edited, managed and printed by men
and women for men and women., A
newspaper of general interest ex-
clusively by and for either men or
women appearg hardly liable to be a
profitable venture. More than that,
the war has so generally proved that
women can do practically any kind of
work hitherto done by men that en-
terprises undertaken simply to keep
on proving it seems rather useless.

Government from Washington,
Winnipeg Telegram: News de-
spatches from Montreal yesterday in-
dicated that the Canadian Rallway
War Board considers that it cannot
reach a decision upon the gemands
of the railway shopmen until the Unit-
ed States railway administration has
reached its decision upon similar de-
mands made by the railway shopmen
of the United States.

Isn't it about time that Canada ex-
ercised her own brains instead of bar-
rowing those of her neighbor? Last
year the railway war board granted
increases to Canadian railway em-
ployees, - taking as a standard what
fs known as the “McAdoo award”—
made in the United States. Then the
Canadian railways increased ' their
freight rates twice—In order to accord
with increased freight rates in the
United States,

Next, the parliament of Canada re-
jected daylight saving and daylight
saving was promptly adopted by the
Canadian railways, because the Unit-
ed States railways had adopted it.

e e e

{_ A BIT OF FUN

—

Good Intentions Frustrated.
“I'm going to stop bein’ kind ana
helpful to people,” said little Johnny.
“How is that?” asked his mother.
“Well, it's this way. At school to-

it its gold, I sed.

dollers.

It its ony werth about 500 1d bbe satisfied, T sed. Wich I would of,

it is, 1 was with you wer you found it, sed Skinny Martin.
terns dropping the medal on the
sounded like gold. Wich it did, anc Skinny sed, Gosh, G, lets
a jewelry store and find out for sure, maybe its werth about a thousand

pavemint to see if it
take it in

and we kepp on walking till we came to a jewlry store, and we wenl

in and there was 2 ladies in there alreddy and another one came in rite
after us, saying, My goodniss, I catit wate, theres too meny ahed of me.
Being a tall kind of a lady, and the jewler sed, Jest a moment, madam,
Jjest & moment and 111 be able to wie on you in a moment. Being a little
jewler with a worried ixpression and more empty space than hair, and
he waited on one lady and she weat out, and the tall lady sed, Reely,

I dont think I can wate.

Just a moment, madam, jest a moment, I assure you, sed the jowler.
And he walted on the other lady aad she went out, and the jewler eed,

Whose next?
Me, I sed.
Us, sed Skinny Martin

I cant wate, 1 reely cant, that all there is to ity sed the tall lady. And
she quick wawked out and the jewlers worried ixpression got worse and he
sed to me and Skinny Martin, Well, wat do you want?

Will you please tell me if this is gold? I sed. And I reetched up
and put the medal on the counter, auc the jewler looked at it and his
worried ixpression gob fearse, and he sed, Paffs gingerale, and you made
me lose a customer and mayb&' she wanted to buy a watch for all I
know, if I get hold of you Ill teetch you manners.
comse frum in back of the counter and me and Skinny Martin skun out
of the store as fast as enything and waited outside a wile to decide
weather to go in agen and ask for the medal back or mot, deciding not.

And he started to

the master was about to sit down
pulled away the chair.

the chair, and then
licked me for interfering.
going to stop helpin’ people!”

Tommy

Almost as Good.

To instil fnto the mind of his son
siness precepts

sound wisdom and b

was Mosenhelmer scnior's earnest
endeavor,
He taught his ofispring much, im

cluding the busine advantages
bankruptcies equal one failure,
failres one fire,” etc

Then Mosenheimer junior
up brightly—“Fadder,” he asked,
marriage a fajlure?”

“Vell, my poy,”
reply, “if you marry
vealthy voman, marriage is
as good as a failure!”

Editor's Wife: “What do they mean
by poetic license? Does a poet have

to pay for a licens
Her Husband (s:
did we'd have few

)i “No

The Right of Way.

Because he had the right of way,

He sleeps within his grave today,

He had the right to rush ahead,

Which cheers his friends now he is
dead,

His widow works and hums a song,
Because he wasn't in the wrong;
His children find their future bright,
Because their dad 5 in the right,
He isn’t here thei to pay,

To share with their hours of
play;

Alj day the mother's sirength *
spent.

To pay the grocer and the rent,
The debts grow larger day by day,
But father had the right of way!
Oh right of way, what cruel shame
Must others suffer in your name!

Wife (on her return home) “Have
you noticed that my husband missed
me very muci while I was aw
Mary?"

Maid: “Well, I didn't notice it so

much at first, but yesterday he seem
ed to be in despair.”

Left it to Them,

ison the old-fashigned
fords amusement in

For some r¢
darky always ¢

a court of justice. His sense of
ated by the following

story of Uncle Mose.
Uncle Mose, needing money, sold

his pig to a wealthy northern lawyer
who had just bought the neighboring

plantation. After a time, needing
more money, he stole the pig and
resold it, this time to a Judge

Pickens, who lived “down the road
a plece.” Soon afterwards the twe
gentlemen met, and upon comparing
notes, suspected what had happened
They confronted Unele Mose. he
old man cheerfully admitted his guilt

“Well,” demanded Judge Pickens
“‘what are you going to do about 1t?”

“Blessed ef I know, Jedge,” ra.
plied Uncle Mose, with a broad grin,
“I'se no lawyer. I reckon I'l have to
let yo' two gen'men settle it between
yo'selves.”

Glass Shelves

are More Attractive
and Sanitary
than Wood

NOT EXPENSIVE
With polished edges,
and mounted on nick-
eled brackets, they
add greatly to the
appearance of the
bathroom.

For Prices, Phone M 3000

MURRAY & GREGORY, Ltd.

. The master
sat down on the floor, and when he
got up he licked me for pulling away
Jones
Yes; I'm

of
bankruptcy, fallures, and fires—*T'wo
two

looked
“ls

was his parent’s

a really very
almost

It he

1

)

»a

| A BIT OF VERSE

il

PORTENTS.

The ribbon I tied on his hunting erop,

Grew faded and pale over night,

The flower in the vase by his ploture
placed

In an hour shed its petals bright.

A quiver made shudder the maple
leaves,
Though no ripple stirred the afr,
And his study door slowly opened
Though no iiving soul was there.

The window pane was slowly dimmed,
As 'twere by the frost’s cold breath,
And the old clock on the chimney
piece
Ticked Death—Death—Death,

The topmost twig of the poplar tree
Was smitten into brown;
The leaves of the white birch shud-
der
And ceaseless drifted down.

His hunting horse in the stable

Stood quivering, drenched with
sweat,
Although since his master went to the
war

No one had ridden him yet.

A shadow fell on the sun dial,
Though ro sun was in the sky,

And a cold fear gripped my vitals
As the old postman drew nigh.

But I was unprepared although

All nature had striven to warn
Me of the truth-—you may have guess-

e
He died upon the Marne.
—Joanna E. Wood.
1071 Bewick Ave., Detroit.
——— e ———
Fleeting Hlis.

Leary—Still walting for your ship
to come in, eh?

Weary—Oh, they're come.
fleet of 'em. All hardships.

' SHOES

. For School Closing

in sizes 11 to 2
that fit comfortably and
look nice.
Girls’ Patent Leather Low
Shoes. Price $4.50.

Girls' Dull Calf Leather
Low Shoes. Price $4.50

Girls' White Duck Low
Shoes. Price $3.00.

Girls’ Patent Leather Strap
Pumps. Price $3.50.

Try our method of fit-

ting, it insures foot comfort.

Whole

During June we are open
on Friday Nights and close
Saturdays at six o'clock.

riers MCROBBIE “stivct
S§T. JOHN 1
.

i

No Summer Vacation

year as some of our students can.
afford to Jose time,
RHave been oonsiderably crowded
cles mow urring give a
e for new students who cay
ter at any ¢ime.

Tuition rates mailed to eany addres,

tions.

action of the weirmen will undoubted-

day I saw Tommy Jones putting a
pin in the master'~ chair, so just as

R

—— LANDING —

800 Bags FEED FLOUR

Cheap feed for young pigs. Write or wire for auota-

C. H. PETERS’ SONS, LTD.
' St. Jehn, N. B.

g 7’ ' o

; . ironing surface.

* Two Points: - Both Ends. Arc Front Ende. :
*  Foremost among the advantages of the “Comfort”
is that you can iron at any time, any place, in kitchen,
“on porch, or out on lawn under trees. No stove or
gas or electricity needed.

Price $6.00

McAVIT

‘Phone —’_-_l_l-_l-;—
M 2540 Y S King 8t.

Why the Diamond

As a Bridal Gift?

Apart from its. beauty, the Diamond is more than
ordinarily appropriate as a wedding gift because of
its constantly increasing value which rates it as a
strictly firat class security, always available, Our

LARGE COLLECTION OF DIAMONDS
comprises only the rarer specimens in both mounted
and upmounted stones which we offer at prices repre-
senting absolutely the

: BEST POSSIBLE VALUES

) FERGUSON & PAGE (&
: {7

Marine Gas Engines

“Acadia” Marine HEngines are super-
ior design and develop maxim horse
power for which they are rated.

Recommended by all users as the
most satisfactory engine for work or
pleasure boats.

Call and examine,

P. CAMPBELL & CO,
73 PRINCE WILLIAM STREET

JUST ARRIVING
Famous Valspar Varnish
Superfine Automobile and Carriage Colors

Ground in Japan
Nobles & Hoares and Wm. Harlands & Sone English Auto
and Carriage Varnishes, Rubbing Stones and Rubbing Felt,

Steel Wool, Wire Brushes, Camel Hair Color Brushes, Bad-
ger, Fitch and China Varnish Brushes, Striping Pencils,

Dusters. :
M. E. AGAR
Union Street St. John, N. B.

CRESCENT PLATES
THE IDEAL BELT FASTENER

AN D———

EXTRA C LEATHER BELTING
RESULT: SATISFACTORY SERVICE

D. K. MCLAREN, lI'cl"::;:lfAacturers

Maln 1121 90 Germain Strest Box 702 8t. Joan, N. B.

( THE BEST QUALITY AT )
A REASONABLE PRICE

Comfortable Glasses
For Summer

There is no necessity of glas-
ses being more uncomfortable
fn summer than in cool
weather. They ought to stay
gecurely in place when one i8
hot and moist, without pinch-
ing pulling or cutting, as at
any other time.

The care we take in fitting
glasses to ithe face agsures
comfort at all times. So well
{s our work done, you forget
you are wearing glasses.

L. L. Sharpe & Son

Jewelers and Opticians.
Two Stores—
21 King 8t.,

BEAVER
BOARD
FOR
WALLS
AND
CEILINGS

More and more this
popular substitute for
plaster is being used.

It is so easily applied
that any one handy with
a saw and hammer can
put it on,

'Phone Main 1893.
The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd.

186 Frin Street

189 Union 8t.
‘ )

WECDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

and AT HOME CARDS
Engraved in the latest styles

Die Stamping
FLEWWELLING PRESS

Loyalist War Savings
Campaign

May 16th and 17th.
We sell Thrift Stamps.

.8 Water Street, St, John

SMITH'’S FISH MARKET

>

Any Tablet Offe
with the “Bay
“Bayef' Now |

( * Interest—
i i

Unless you see the *
Jou are not getting A

During the war, a
boxes and various ot
for genuine “Bayer T
safe by millions for P
matism, Lumbago, C:

Proper and safe d
Don’t accept Aspir

Boxes of 12 tablets—

Aspirin ix the trade mark
@eldesier of Salleylicacld, Whi
to assist the pubile against im

ir general trade mark, the

Compa

Reduce the
Use the econon
Stove that bur
instead of cost
away with ash
gas stove conv

The New I
heat for every
and intense hea
cooking—the re
burner. Its ¢l
stays put—nee
out smell or sm

The New |

* eoofin summer-
used in more th

Select your :

For Sale ¢

T
] '[.{!{n

Painless Extrac
Only 25c¢.
Boston Dental Par

Herd Office Branct
627 Main Stree® 35 Char
*Phone 683 "Phi

PR. J. D. MAHER, Prop
Open 9 a. m. Until 9 p.

s

. ’ -
HAVE YOUR EYES EX,
THE PROPER WAY ¢
No guessing-—We look
to the eye,
K. W. EPSTEIN & ¢
Optometrists and Opti
133 Union Street
M. 3564. Open E
BUY WAR STAMP!




