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FROM BEHIND THE SPEAKER'S CHAIR,

The Gréat Question Settled.

Amendment moved by Mr. Mondou (Yamaska):

Nothing in any such law shall prejudicially affect any
“pight or privilege with respect to denominational or
“ geparate schools, which any class or persons have, at
# the date of the passing of this Act, by law or practice,
#in the territory added to the Province under the pro-
“ yisions of this Act.”

Yeas, 24; nays, 160, Thus finally and definitely has
the House of Commons placed itself on record., As far
as the Dominion Parliament and Federal politics are con-
cerned the question of Separate Schools, which has agl
tated the country since Confederation, has ceased to exist,
By a majority which is sufticiently decisive to express
the views of both political parties the House has decided
that it has no constitutional prerogative to deal with this
question. The rights of minorities in matters of educa-
tion are within the exclusive jurisdiction of & Provinelal
Legislature,

The outcome of the debates on the Manitoba Boun-
daries Bill has been a complete vindication of the attitude
taken by the Borden Government, It was very clearly
stated by the Prime Minister on the gsecond reading of the
Bill that both for political and constitutional reasons
Parliament could not impose separate schools on the ter-
ritory of Kéewatin to be added to Manitoba. The Oppo-
sition, with Sir Wilfrid Laurier in the lead, came down
with somewhat precipitated haste from “within the lines
of Torres Vedras” when they could no longer escape the
vote on the third reading and ranged themselves behind
the (overnment. “I knew,” remarked Mr. Monk in the
course of his speech, “when my right hon. friend stated
* the other day, with studied caution, that he had retired
within the lines of Torres Vedras, that he would be
chased out of those lines. I must confess that I was
“somewhat curious to see how he would manoeuvre. I
did not for a single moment doubt that he would not
* follow the example of the noble duke whose name is
‘ associated with Torres Vedras, but that his issuing from
those lines would be coupled with a great deal of glid-
‘ing and sliding.”

This reference which Sir Wilfrid made to his attitude
on the school question will become historic, It was ef-
fectively handled by more than one speaker during the
debate. The remarks of Mr. Louis Coderre, member for
Hochelaga, one of the divisions of Montreal, are worth
quoting: “The spectacle we have before us,” he séld,
* does not justify at all the right hon, gentleman in com-
“ paring his own attitude and the attitude of his party, on
“ this very important question with the attitude of Wel-
* lington and his soldiers at Totres Vedras in 1810. That
% great political party has no policy to offer the House;
*if these politicians, Sir, have such a policy, they have
* not the courage to stand openly by it. We see no flag,
* Sir, flying on top of their lines of battle. I know they
“have two, though: but their political cunning advises
* them that those flags should remain in the dark till the
“day of the election comes And then, Sir, those who
“do not know the hon. gentleman will be surprised to
*“find one of those two flags in the Province of Quebec,
“ bearing the motto, ‘Separate schools for Keewatin,’ and

*“the other one flying in the other Provinces within its
“folds the slogan, ‘Hands off Manitoba.' Sir, if there
**‘were lions within the lines of Torres Vedras, there are

“ political foxes on the Opposition seats. These tactics
*“ gsucceeded once in 1896; but I believe that this country
“ will not consent to be deceived any more.”

The constituency of Hochelaga contalns a greater
French-Canadian population than any other division in
Montreal. Mr, Coderre’s open and emphatic support of
the Government will not be without its lesson to Mr,
Bourassa and his band of Quebec agitators. Mr. Rain-
ville of Chambley and Vercheres also gave the Opposition
& particularly warm time, He chaffed Sir Wilfrid with
having submitted an ambiguous amendment on the sec-
ond reading in which certain indefinite “rights” were
supposed 1o be interfered with. “Why, Mr. Speaker,”
he gaid, “there are hon. gentlemen on the other~side who
“ are preparing 1o go to the Province of Quebec and say
“1that if they vote against this amendment of my hon.
“friend from Yamaska, it is because the amendment is
*“ already covered by the amendment of the right hon.
* Leader of the Opposition, That, Sir, is an actual fact,a
“ statement 1o that effect has beew made to me in the cor
*ridors of this House These confidences were keenly
enjoyed. They clearly indicated that there was trouble
in the Liberal camp.

When the House divided on Mr. Mondon's amendment
seventeen members on the Opposition side and seven
French-Canadians on the Government side supported it,
There were numerous absentees from the Liberal ranks,
particularly from constituencies in Ontario. A clear
majority of 136 for the Government is sufficient evidence
that while the Liberals had they dared would have at-
tempted fo embarrass the Government, they realized that
it would have amounted to political suicide. The con-

fon of the G that the question is entirely
within the jurisdiction of the Province of Manitoba and
that the Province will deal fairly and justly with the min-
ority will meet with general approval throughout the
eountry.
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Then followed floods of oratery, mostly in French.
¥r. Beland spoke at great length and was followed on the

Hon. Robert Rogers, Hon, Mr. Nantel, Mr. Mac-

The position taken on the Government side

The hours dragged on. At 3 a, m. the public galler

The House
Speeches in French are not an inspiration

A stalwart few, enough to make a quor

where dlvisions are unknown.
Sir Wilfrid, lying back ia his chair, gazed fitfully at
the glass celling and blinked, now and then giving his

One Cabinet Min-
ister, who shall be for ever nameless, slept the sleep of
Others yawned. Yawning ia catching. The
small pages obviously enjoyed being up half the night and
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were the only individuals wide awake. Nobody wrote
anything in the Press QGallery, there were no papers await-
ing news at that hour. The only interruption came from
some dreamer who would faintly murmur “question” now
and then and turn again to uneasy sleep.
“It cannot be denied,” shouted the hon. member in
possession of the floor. Not a goul showed the slightest
desire to contradict him,
“Now Is the time,” he repeated with much insistence,
and there was a concerted glance at the elock by wakeful
members and an audible echo, “Hear, hear.”
Then, suddenly, at 3.47 a. m,, the flood of oratory dried
After a minute's silence the Speaker put the question
on the amendment, The House was awake in an instant.
“I think the ‘nays’ have it,” came the opinion from
the chair. The Opposition “yeas” promptly demanded a
vote,
“Call in the members,” said Mr. Speaker, and the divis-
ion bells started ringing. Members poured in from every
doorway.
As the seats filled wideawake supporters of the Gov-
ernment started “We won't go home till Morning," and
sang it lustily. “My Old Kentucky Home,” was the
choice of the Opposition, Not to be outdone the Conserv-
atives in “the colony” to the left of the Chair chimed
in with “Swanee River.” A ball of paper flew across the
desks and landed on the bald head of an hon. gentleman
who still slept. “Order,” said the victim as he awoke
with a start.
Then the House settled down to business. The Speak-
er read the amendment. Sir Wilfrid stood to record the
first vote for the “yeas” amid the cheers of his supporters.
When it came to the “nays,’” and Mr. Borden rose
quietly to oppose the a d t, pand i again
broke loose on the Government side. Yells and cheers
enough to raise the roof greeted the Leader of the Govern-
ment, Mr. Monk, Mr. Pelletier and Mr. Nantell, the
French-Canadian members of the Cabinet, were duly hon-
ored as they recorded their votes. Every French-Can-
adian supporter as he rose in his place received his meed
of applause. The hands of the clock pointed to five as
Mr. Robfdeaux of Kent County, N. B,, in the far corner of
“the colony” gave the last vote for the QGovernment—the
last in the division,
A brief interval while the Clerk of the House made the
count, As he rose and bowed low to the Speaker the
dropping of a pin could have been heard: “Yeas, 62; nays,
107.”
A sweeping and record victory for the Government, A
majority of 55. The cheering on the Conservative side
broke out afresh and was renewed agaln and again, The
Speaker put the original motion that the Bill'be now read
a third time,
The Opposition had shot their bolt. A faint murmur
of “nay” was the only respounse to the victorious “yeas”
for the Government.
“I declare the Bill now passed and that the title be as
on the order paper,” said the Speaker., Mr. Borden mov-
ed the adjournment of the House, The time wds 4.00
a, m.
Thus ended a debate which was watched with keen
and critical interest throughout the country, Reference
has been made to the fon being t It
was all that. For fifteen years Sir Wilfrid Laurier shun-
ned adding the territory of Keewatin to Manitoba because
he knew that a demand for a chartet of Separate Schools
would be made upon him when the expansion came, He
shifted, delayed, picked quarrels with the Government of
Manitoba; he did everything but face the difficulty.
Mr. Borden took up the th of-
fice. 'He carried them to a successful conclusion, He
was impervious to the threats which came from the
of School He faced the possibility
of a mutiny on the part of the more extreme members of
the French-speaking section of his party, He earried
the Bill exactly as the Government intended it should be
carried without any clause relating to Separate Schools,
He carried it on the third reading without the loss of a
single supporter, An analysis of the vote shows that
there was mnot-a member on the Government side of the
House who was not accounted for. On the Oppesition
side there were twelve unaccounted for and missing.
The result means much to the country., A Conser-
vative member rematrked to The Standard’s correspondent
after the adjournment: “This night’s work adds ten years
to the life of the Government.” A fresh page in Can-

fons on

| Tuesday night of this week were also unusual. The
had put its foot down, in a way Gov:
- intimated courteously but firmly that the Oppo-
could talk if they pleased until the sun rose, but the
Boundaries Bill, which was up for third reading,
ing through. It went through. At 403 a. m, pre
the Speaker declared the Bill passed after one of

ada’s political history was turned—in the small hours,

Current Comment

" (Bobeaygeon Independent.)

The strike of coal miners in England for & minfmum
wage still looks bad, and all trade is becoming tied up.
There is one way of gettling the trouble, prompt, perman-
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CAENT SEIENTIST
NWARDED COVETED
HONOR BY THE KING

London, March 15—King George
has conferred the coveted order of
merit which ig granted only to the
most eminent persons in any walk of
life, on Sir Joseph Thomson, the great
scientist,

HURRIGANE SWEEPS
TOWN--FIVE PEIPLE
MLLED OUTRIHT

Troy, Ala., Mar. 16.—A hurricane
struck Headland, Ala, several miles
below Troy, at 3 o'clock this morning.
Fve persona were killed outright, two
others were perhaps fatally injured
and four or five others hurt.
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ber of parish functions for the per-
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it entitled to an even larger représen-

now enjoys, as it is said that the city
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levied for the maintenance of the jail,
hospital, and almhouse, all of which
are patronizad to a much greater ex.
tent by the city"people than by'the
peoplé of the parishes, It is poll;xd
out that the parishés have to levy
additional taxes for lécal purposes,
and that therefore it is tnfair 16 say
that the city pays 88 per cent; of the
county axes. ' : . i

CHBLE BREAKS AND
LFT FALLS T0 THE

YOU

MONEY

By buying your Loose Leaf Ledgers, Monthly Account
Systems, Spring Holders, Binders, etc,

At BARNES & CO. Ltd. 84 Prince William St.

CAN SAVE

GROUND--SEVERL HURT

Regina, Mar. 16.~8ix men were in-
jured, one of them fatally, as a re-
sult of an accident on the new lLeader
building here this afterncon. The men
were. going to work on the sixth
story of the bullding and were be-
ing taken up by a steam hoist. The
cable of the hoist broke and all were
precipitated to the ground.

The injured are, Wm. Morley, Jos,
Sandbrook, Fred Thernton, Wm. Shaw-
cross, Wm. Arkwall, all bricklayers,
and a Syrian, name unknown. One
of the men may die.
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STAIKE DISORDERS

Ottawa, March 16~While final
plans regarding the program of. the
Borden ministry after parllament
prorogues, have not been completed,
it is known that the Fon, Messrs,
Rogers and Hazen will visit Engl

THE LATEST

EMPIRE
_TYPEWRITERS

Are up-to-date, they anticipate the
needs of the future, Fascinating touch,
strongest and most reliable machine
made, lightning escapement, visible
writing. Call, telephone or write for
booklets.
FRANK R, FAIRWREATHER, Agt.,
8¢, John, N. B.

the former in connection with the im-

migration affairs, and Mr. Hazen to
take up naval affairs with the British
admiralty. The Premler rmay also
visit the old country.
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McLAREN, Limited

MANUFACTURERS OF

Genuine English Oak Tanned Leather Belting, Balata Belting.

Lace Leather

and Belt Fasteners of every description.
Complete stock at

64 Prince William Street, Phone Main 1121, St. John, N. B.

Hoston, Mass., Mar. 15.—An order
inviting the Canadian Pacific Railroad
to extend ‘its lines to Boston, was
reported in the house of representa
tives today by the committee on rail-
roads. The vote in the commitlee on
the order was unanimous. The same
committee has before it the petition
of the Southern New England Rail-
road for per to enter Boston as
‘another New England outlét for the
Grand Trunk Railrodd.

REAL MEANING 0F
CFLAG AT HALF MAST

New Y March 15~Perha;
‘have Mk‘" that whenever 'l':f&'

ent, and effective, confiscate the mines o Uhe state.
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You might think that Mr. Baker needed o surgeon more than GIN :

FELL FROM

A HAY LOFT

Suffered Tortures With His Kidneys

He Tried Gin Pills.

PILLS. But there were no bones broken. His hack was strained which
because

was harder to cure
same with a strained
it will be well In six
However, Mr.
here are hig own W

ankle and 1
weeks—but thespraing
found thé Yuick way to get relief from the pain-—

“l have been wm great sufferer
Kidney Trouble from an injury to fny
back caused by falling from a hay
loft about six years ago. This left

that every cold




