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HEALTH OFFICER SPEAKS OF 
INFANT MORTALITY IN ST. JOHN

Two Lives Are Lost In Courtenay
Bay In Last Night’s Awful StormCOVETED BASE FOR THE

Lack of Rain One Cause — Comparisons 
Showing Rate Larger in Other Cities— 
Some of the Remedial Work Done by 
Local Board

Of Four Who Left Dredge Don Federico 
in Small Boat Two Are Dead And One 
In Hospital—Roland R. Carter, Sec nd 
Engineer and H. Sederquest Drowned 
—Rescue Impossible—One Body Re
covered

WILL NEVER BE GAINED
Assurance is Growing* in Great Bri

tain as Result of Recent Operations 
-Allies Assuming Offensive on the 
West and Russians Continue Rapid 
Advance in the East

Toronto for 1914 not being available, 
Toronto, as is well known, is probably 
under the most efficient sanitary system 
of any city in Canada. It has roughly 
speaking, ten times the population of 
St. John.

“In 1918 Toronto had 1,877 deaths of 
children under one year, while St John 
in the same space of time had 186, a 
number proportionately slightly lower. 
Again, take Moncton for the fiscal year 
1912-18. The number of dearths under 
one year is not at hand but those under 
five years numbered 102, ■ as compared 
with 246 under the same age and for the 
same period in this city. Multiplying 
the number of these deaths in Moncton 
by three and a half, about the ratio be
tween the respective populations, would 
give 867 for St. John, as compared with 
246, the actual number of children under 
five years who died in St. John in that 
period.

(Continued on page 9, third column)

Since the publication of the board of 
health report for the year a few days 
ago, several comments have been made 
on that section of it dealing with infan
tile mortality and some of them intimate 
that it is abnormally large. In speak
ing with a Times reporter yester
day. Dr. G. G. Melvin, medical 
health officer, voicing the sentiments 
of the local board of health, made 
several comparisons to show that, al
though the infantile death rate in St. 
John is not what the health authorities 
would like it to be, it compares favor
ably with the record of other cities in 
Canada-

Doctor Melvin said “The rate of in
fantile mortality in any community, like 
all orther phases of vital statistics, de
pends wholly upon comparison with 
other communities, as to whether it is 
high or low. For instance take Toronto 
and St. John for 1918, the figures for

Two lives were snuffed out In the 
gale that swept over the city late last 
night and two others were saved by a 
very small margin, when a boat that put 
off from the dredge Don Federico, one 
of the Norton Griffiths Company’s fleet, 

dashed against the side of the

with the assistance of his friends that 
his leg was caught between the dredge 
and the smaller c*ft, spraining his 
ankle.

Before entering 
donned life belts, which were fastened 
securely about their waists. Carter and 
Sederquest came to the surface again, 
but were too far away from the dredge 
for any assistance to be rendered and 
they were soon drifted away from where 
the dredge was anchored.

It was impossible to launch a boat in 
the sea that was running and a signal 
of distress was sent ont by the dredge. 
The whistle was blown and rockets sent 
up, but it was useless to attempt a res
cue from land.
Body Washed Up.

As soon as was possible the accident 
was reported to the city this morning 
and men were sent ont about the shores

1 boat the men had

was
larger craft, anchored in Courtenay Bay, 
and swamped. Roland Richard Carter, 
second engineer of the Don Federico, a 
native of Australia, who has been with 
the Norton Griffiths Company for more 
than a year, and H. Sederquest, who 
joined the crew of the Don Federico as 
fireman last week, are dead; another 
fireman named Henry Gegg, is in the 
hospital with a sprained ankle, and the 
fourth occupant of the boat, whose name
could not be ascertained this morning, of CourteIlay Bay rad r*, Hcad to 
was pulled from the water by some of j search for the bodies of the unfortunate 
his fellow workmen before the wind men.
and waves were able to sweep him out On the incoming tide about 8.30 o’clock 
.... Mrs. W. F. Chisholm, of Little River,

of their reach. noticed an object floating on the water.
It was while the storm last night was she notifted her husband, who went to 

at its worst that the accident happened, the beach and was horrified to find the 
anchored in the j body of a man being driven ashore by !

i the wind and waves. With the assist- 
'ance of Andrew Henry, the body was

London, Nov. 14—Both official and unofficial reports concerning the situa
tion In Flanders, agree that the force of the German assaults on the Allies 
lines dhputting the way to Dunkirk and Calais, has lessened, and the feeling is 
growing in England, that the coveted base for the invasion of England never 
will be gained by the Germans.

A Paris official statement declares that from the sea to the River Lys the 
German action has been less keen, that the Allies have assumed the offensive 
along some part, of the front, are making progress south of Bischoote and have 
retaken a hamlet east of Ypres. Artillery duels continue along the rest of the 
tine.

Roland R. Carter

ARE CANADIAN '
TROOPS ALREADY

ON BATTLE LINE? Rothesay Home Guard 
Organized Last Night

A British official report gives a vivid idea of the tremendous action which 
preceded the recent attacks on Ypres by the Germans, From dawn for three 
hours, the British soldiers were under a heavy artillery tire which died away to 
be succeeded by an Infantry onslaught by the Prussian Guard, who were hurl
ed back after penetrating the British lines at two places. Dixmude has been re
ported as reoccupied by the allies, but this lacks confirmation.

On the eastern battle grounds the Rusian. continue to advance, Vienna 
admitting officially that they have occupied Tarnow, Jasto and Krasno, In Ga- 
Uda. People are fleeing from East Silesia, In this they may be Influenced by 
the belief that the Russians will not permit any German civilians to remain In 
the vicinity of their armies.
RUSSIANS GAIN STRATEGIC POINT

The occupation of Johannlsburg, in East Prussia, is regarded here as being 
of great strategic value to the Russians. If, as is presumed, the invaders came 
from the south for this movement they must have overcome extraordinary ob
stacles. The Germans are reported as having taken the guns from Cracow 
to Oppot, in Silesia, fifty miles southeast of Breslau, and to have left the de
fence of the Cracow fortress entirely to the Austrians.

In the opinion of British observers, the city of Dantzig, on 
West Prussia, looms Urge as a Russian objective, and despatches reaching here 
from Petrograd convr- the belief of the Russian authorities that even lie ro

of the German offensive against Russian Poland, win- not cause a

Paris, Nov, 14—Some Canadian 
troops are now in France and are in 
communications along the line from 
the North Sea to Arras, according to 
reports received in Paris today. The 
OnsdUns were evidently rushed se
cretly from England to the Contin
ent to reinforce the British lines 
when the Germans massed formid
able reinforcements against the Al
lies in Western Belgium.

Storm Fails to Dampen Ardor of Subur
banites and Enrolment of Seventy Men 
Follows Enthusiastic Meeting In
fantry Drill and Rifle Practice

The Don Federico was 
channel, leading from the main lane to
Courtenay Bay. The1 taken from the water and Coroner Rob- 

h^ The sd ex- “*» notified. County Policeman J. H. 
forty m 8 ’ , romu.r, lashed Saunders, arriving on the scene, identi-
"7k wmî k.ff.M the

•nes si', rrs; £ ït S,”
WïS the ,he °' <■“
in the tragedy took their lives In their the terrible tragedy, was second engineer 
hands by launching a small boat during °» the Don Fedenjfc He was twenty- 
the gale, cannot be understood, as the years of age *id a native of Aus-
dredie is considered seaworthy and no trail», where his Mother and one sister 
damage to her by the gale was antic!- ™»ide. H»8 father, who was a medical 
pated. It is said that while the captain doctor died some «pars ago. He joined 
and the other officers were in another the crew of the < 
part of the boat, Carter, Sederquest and "ther of the Nor 
Gegg, together with their fourth com- last Octobe
panion, launched the boat on the wind- conffirid was sunk 
ward side of the vessel and all got in to December 28 last year, garter was the 
attempt to make their way to shore, last man to leave her and barely escaped 
They had already let go when they were with his life. His death is all the sadder 
noticed by those on the dredge, who on account of the felct that he was en- 
hastened to that side of the digger to gaged to be married to Miss Beatrice 
watch their struggle against the ele- Macaulay, daughter of James Macaulay, 
ment3 112 Orange street, and the marriage was

Hardly had they got a boat length to have taken place next September, 
away from the Don Federico, when the A man of exemplary habits and a genial 
little boat was picked up on the crest disposition, he was weU liked by all 
of a huge whitecap and hurled with who knew him and the young lady who 
terrible violence against the steel side was to become his wife is almost heart- 
of the dredge, crushing it like an egg broken with grief. The funeral will 
gjjgH likely be held from her parents’ resi-

Immedlately a dozen willing hands dence.
reached out from the dredge in Very little is known of Sederquest.

He and his wife came to the city only 
last week and he went to work on the 
Don Federico at that time. Gegg who 
is in the hospital, is a native of British 
Honduras.

At two o’clock Sederquest’s body had

DIXMUDE AGAIN OURS
A meeting was held last evening at called for next Tuesday evening at 7.41 

the gymnasium of the Rothesay Boys’ and thereafter every Tuesday evening at 
Schojol, Rothesay, for the purpose of the same hour. The place of meeting is 
forming a Home Guard for Rothesay to be the gymnasium of the Rothesay 
and the immediate vicinity, including Boys’ school, whien has been kindly 
Riverside, Renforth, Fairvale, etc. The loaned for the purpose. The school are ' 

London, Nov. 14—The Germans have meeting ^«s well attended, the total be- also loaning a number of their splendid 
not had long in which to congratulate lng about seventy able-bodied men- Ross rifles, of which they have between
themselves on the seizure of tne ruins H w pvink occupied the chair and sixty and seventy and also the! company 
which was once the ill-starred town of H p. Puddington acted as secretary. Af- may have the use of a subtarget and 
Dixmude Towns are more dangerous ter t),e objects of the meeting had been three other target rifles which the school 
to hold nowadays than forts. The Ger- stated, two suggested constitutions were now have in their possession, 
mans have been sprayed with shrapnel ^ and one of these adopted. The roU The services of Sergeant Dooc of the 
and shattered by high explosive shells waa then caBêd and every man asked if 62nd Battalion drill sergeant of the 
until extermination threatened them, he would serve in the company, with the Rothesay Boys’ School fortunately have 
Thus when a force of gallant French result that every one of the seventy been obtained. The sergeant’s idea is to 
marines appeared with bayonets fixed j present agreed to act. commence1 with some drill and indoor
and guns levelled at the charge, the Ger- | The constitution provides for three of- target practice and just as soon as pos- 
mans became convinced that it was not!ficcrs, one captain, a first and second sible to arrange for a nfle range m Roth- 
worth the candle to resist further. Hence lieutenant, also one sergeant-major, two esay and start in on regular target prac- 
Dixmude is again ours. j sergeants and four corporals, but instead tice.

The northern section of the line is in-1 of electing the officers at last night’s Any men regardless of age, residing 
tact, but the situation further south re- meeting, the original committee, coiMist- in or near Rothesay, who have not re
mans obscure It seems that the Ger- i„g of P- R. L. Fairweather, J. M Rob- reived, notification of the formation of 
ma^ have made slight advances before ins on and Wm. S. Allison were instruct- the company, are invited to attend the 
Yores but it Ls doubtful if they can ed to continue to look after the affairs next meeting of the company, 
htidthe tiltege of Sainteloi, which they , of the company until such a time as the The Rothesay corps is one of the first 
claim to hav^ccupied At Labbase, as ' officers shall be elected. in the maritime provinces to complete
at Anrtvei, th^ Germans are attempt- i The next meeting of the company is an organization for home defence, 
ing to drive a wedge into the allies’ line 
by concentrated heavy artillery fire. We 
know that many heavy guns are at 
Givcuchy, whence they are bombarding 
Bethune. In a month the Germans have 
gained five kilometers at the point. The 
fortress of Calais is a hundred kilo
meters from Labasse, and the time it 
would take the Kaiser’s troops to reach 
the channel at this rate of progress can 

an excellent standard of efficiency during ' be easily estimated. F he re has been a 
the years Lieut. Col. A. E. Massie had considerable bulge in the line at Cabas 
command, and this has been maintained for some time. North and south ot l 
under Major McKean since his assum- the allied troops hold positions on ei her 
ing charge after Col. Massie’s ability had flank. On Wednesday the Prussian Guard 
caused him to be appointed officer com- launched an attack against the English 
manding the divisional train in this dis- positions at Armentieres, but was un- 
trlct. The strength of an army service ! able to make any headway because of 
unit for war purposes is 106 men, and 1 the deadly shooting of our men. 1 hey 
the members of No. 7 Company to a were supported efficiently by guns firing 
man expressed their willingness to serve shrapnel. The attack was courageous, 
in this connection some time ago. but finally petered out.
Whether their offer will now be taken 
up by the government In organizing the 
second contingent, or not, cannot be said 
at present, but definite word is expected 
within a day or two. The other officers 
of No. 7 Co. are Lieut. D. B. Pidgeon,
Lieut. A.. G. Rainnie, and Lieut. Jas.
Olliphant, who is already overseas with 
the first contingent.

Recapture is Confirmed—Bayonet 
Charge Too Much For German 
Detender» — Northern Line Indie coast of

tact
sumption
diversion* » _ , _

The usual absolutely contradictory reports come from the scene of the Kus- 
. The Russians report steady progress over the old bat- 
while the Turk* claim that the Russian armies have

so-Turkish battlefronti 
tie grounds of 1876, 
been pushed back across the border with heavy lows.

fe Leacon field, an- 
Griffiths Company 

when the Lea- 
nrtenay Bay onALIKS’ LIMB STEADY

Paris, Nov. 14—The battle tine of the allies, extending 100 miles from the 
sea to tile River Somme has been subjected night and day during three weeks 
to continuous onslaughts of unprecedented ferocity. The attacks reached their 
high degree on Thursday, after the capture of Dixmude, two days before, ac
cording to eye witnesses who have returned from the front, but has now slaek- 

'ened. Whether through the lack of ammunition, from fatigue or discourage- 
pending the arrival of fresh drafts of men from Germany has not beenment or

“^The Allies' tine, in spite of all the fierce assaults, remains unbroken. Many 
competent observers had expected to see it drawn back, yet it has not, al
though to have fatten back on the strong position which had been prepared in 
the rear would in no way have diminishthe strategical value of the allies forces.

were
order to get hold of the occupants of the 
boat, but Carter and Sederquest were 
sucked back by the receding wave and 
for the moment were lost to sight. The 
other two were caught by the men on 

I deck and pulled aboard. It was while 
Gegg was scrambling out of the boat not been found.

HIGHLANDERS OF 
NOVA SCOTIA IN 

FIGHTING UNIT

OFFICERS CHOSEN FOR 
MARITIME PROVINCE 

FED ARTEERV
British Dreadnought Sunk

of His Majesty’s warships, lies at the 
bottom of the ocean off the north coast 
of Ireland. She was hit by a torpedo 
or disabled by a mine just before nine 
o’clock on the morning of October 27.

With the possible exception of one or 
two men-the whole crew of 800 officers 
and men was rescued by small boats 
from the Olympic. The rescue was 
made In a rough sea through brilliant 
and daring seamanship on the part of 
the White Star crew.

New York, Nov. 14—Rumors of dis- 
- aster to the British super dreadnought 

Audacious which have persisted ever 
the White Star Liner Olympic,since

diverted from her course, arrived at 
i/ough Swilly on Oct 29, are confirmed 
in mail advices received by the As
sociated Press from a point in Ireland.

After a career of less than two years, 
the Audacious of the King George V 
class, third in tonnage and armament

Lieut Colonel Seely to Command 
—Woodstock Man is on Staff

General Alder son Fathering Plan 
at Salisbury Plain—More Motor 
Cars For the Soldiers

Halifax, N. S, Nov. 14—The officers -------------
of the Maritime Province Field Artillery London, Nov. 18—General Alderaop 
Lieut.-Colonel T. M. Seely, present com- i commanding the Canadian contingent, 
mand of the brigade will be given to 
Lieut.-Colonel T. M. Eeely, present com- 

THE RIVER BOATS manding officer of the 11th Brigade. The
The steamer Victoria left for Frederic- otfaer offlcers include two Dalhousie law 

ton this morning on her last tnp of the m one is Captain E. G. Chisholm, 
season. She expects to tie up on h r ^ present commanding officer of thé 
turn to the city on Monday unless there lg(P Battery> Antigonish. Captain 
should happen to be an extra amount ol chisholm wlu be second in command, 
freight calling for another tnp. I ne ^ r seni()r to the other two officers, 
steamers Elaine and May fejueen nav The second Dalhousie man is Captain J. 
made their last trip to Chipman on the R MacK of the 28th Battery Pictou.
Grand Lake. Captain Wasson of the, B<)th Captain Chisholm and Captain 
Champlain said this morning that he M(,K attended St. Francis Xavier Col- 
would run until he was frozen outi ““ leg together and entered Dalhousie law 
it is understood that the D J. Purdy ; »=gt faU
will continue her trips to Fredericton as The pther officer cf the battery will be 
long as possible. The Majestic will con- Lieutenant R y. Jones, 10th Battery, 
tinue on the Washedemoak for about an Woodstock( N- R. The brigade will mobi- 
other week. The Oconee, wluehmade ^ Fredericton Captain Chisholm 
a record trip last fall as late as Decern- m , e soon for Antigonish, where he 
her 6, is now making four trips a week, hls battery,
a round trip on Mondays and Satur- 1,111 
days and other days she goes up river 
one day and down the next. Captain 
Flewelling expects to run as long as he 

Most of the steamboat 
season.

Learning cautions his readers against contempt
Xe _ . for thç strength of the British fleet.
To Respect British. Thls naTal critic writes that the peo-

Berlln, Nov. 14—The Nord Deutsche pic should not for a moment suppose 
Allgemeine Zeitung, referring to the that the British fleet has suffered sev- 
situation in the eastern arena of the erejy from the losses caused up to the 
war, says I present time by Grman ships.

‘For some days past the people gener- *Wc have no reason to disregard the 
ally have been discussing the dangerous British fleet or to believe that its fight- 
situation on the frontier of the prov- jng spirit and effectiveness are not of a 
inces of East Prussia, Posen and Silesia, high standing. It may be said that 
Basing our information on official state- those best able to judge in this mot- 
ments, it can be said that only a few of j ter, in German naval circles, have no 
the border regions In East Prussia have such conception.”

K GERMANS ATTACK AT
fear for East Prussia, and the provinces YPRES CHECKED, 
of Posen and Silesia are entirely out of . ,
the danger zone.” Paris, Nov. 14—The French official

Count Von Reventlow, writing in the communication given out in Paris this 
Taxes Zeitung, again sounds a note of'afternoon says that a German attack 
warning against the popular exaggera- ! against the bridge at Meuport resulted 
tion of Germany’s military successes in in failure, and that various offensive 
the past or of the results attained by movements of the enemy around Ypres 
the German fleet. At the same time, he have been checked.
1 The text of the communication fol

lows!
“In Belgium a German attack against 

the head of the bridge at Nieuport re
sulted in failure, and various efforts at 
offensive movements on the part of the 
enemy in this region to the east and to 
the southeast of Ypres have been check-

who himself joined the army at Hali
fax, is taking an active Interest in the 
formation of a body of Nova Scotia 
Highlanders from general members ol 
all branches of the contingent Twelve 
thousand dollars will be required for al
terations to uniforms for this new body, 

The Royal Automobile Club has gen
erously arranged for twelve more cars 
to keep at the disposal of the Canadian 
contingent during its stay at Salisbury 
Plain. A car also has been placed ex
clusively at the disposal of Colonel Ford 
and officers of the Nova Scotia section 
medical unit. The Y. M. C. A. hope soon 
to establish wounded units at Salisbury 
in place of the recreation marquees.

Detachment to Be Taken From 
Eastern Canada With Next 
Contingent—Infantry Recruiting 
Proceeding Satisfactorily The Infantry

Recruiting arrangements are proceed
ing very satisfactorily at the armory 
and thrbugh the province. Lieut. Col.
MeAvity was in \Moncton and Sussex 

second contingent now being organized yesterday and examined several men 
in the dominion, from the eastern prov- who have volunteered for overseas He 

_ .. - was pleased with the results of the ef
faces, and such being the case it is pos- recruiting officers and will
sible that No. 7 Co. from St. John may ;fien(j a couple of sergeants there next 
be the choice. Because of their recogniz- j week to assist in the work. Locally the
ed efficiency there is the more likelihood men are being divided into companies 
ed emcie cy „in™ I under temporarily appointed company
of their being selected, particularly since commanders wbo will have charge of the 
when the announcement of war was first jnterior
made they were among the first units he responsible for the men of their in
to volunteer for foreign service on the ■ dividual unit. The members of the 26th

The «John unit has been brought to wU* .^«ned tosecure f also gave
Brunswick regiment, ^ bein^ conducted onMondaylTen"-
at the expense prisoner claims to have been New York, Nov. 14—The Marconi
r^lhat toTlmîtoJnVvernmènt i^McAdum at the time of the burglary. Wireless Telegraph Company of Amer-

refused* to make any grafts for a re- He was further remanded.--------  ffiÏÏTSriG
cruiting campaign in the mntaur prov- SCH()OI TEACHERS’ GIFT Jourt here, in its patent infringement
EH^vS^r^ni" evîdently A^iïf

seu-s s^r.t^iSïJK sa tuas 
trsss* sr r aaars t&s&srz r-a t v- » rjx?* s—->*uitiform* and equipment is felt men for the crack provincial regiment, seems to need it most at that time. fee

It is anticipated that an army service 
will be sent from Canada with thecorps

WIN A PRIZE;
HELP THE FUND

SHORT OF FU D3 FOR FOOT
AMI SI CATTLE DISEASE

A St. John firm of wholesale grocers 
have adopted a practical method of 
raising a contribution for the Red Cross 
fund. They have contributed nine dif
ferent prizes varying from $2.30 to $40 
in value, the total amounting to $100, 
for a drawing for which tickets will be 
sold by their city staff and by their 
travelers throughout the provinces. There 
will thus be absolutely no expense at
tached to the affair, and the total pro
ceeds, which will amount to many 
hundreds of dollars, will be handed over 
to the treasurer of the Red Cross fund, 
“to provide comforts for our soldier 
boys at the front.” Mayor Frink has 
kindly consented to superintend the 
drawing.

in each case and willeconomy possibly can. 
men report an averageWEATHERPhelix end 

Pherdinand

(SeIF*) bulletin
/ k eiwt to %u I ■

jfé- / * Issued by a- iot-
^ Ity of the D

ment of Marir nd 
Fisheries, R. f tu- 
[)art, directe 
meterological 
vice.

ed.
“In the environs of Bixschote we have 

progressed one kilometre toward the 
east. Between the canal of Labassee and 
Aires, our troops have made minor pro
gress.

“In the region of Lassigny and in the 
vicinity of the Aisne, as far as Berry- 
Au-Bac, the Germans have attacked but 
without success.

“In the Argonne the fighting has re- Rome says 
commenced with greater spirit. The en- Savone which sent out a wireless a. U. 

r emy endeavored, but in vain, to recap- S. call when 150 miles off Catania, Sic- 
8 ture Four De Paris and St. Hubert, jjy, says that she was on fire, lias: ar- 

Particularly in the vicinity of Verdun rived at Catania. The fire was extmg-
on uished by soldiers on board.

trt- 1

LEGAL WAR OF AEltSS MEN(C\'>

S3. that the steamer Citta Di

ANOTHER GENEROUS GIFT 
In enclosing his check for $50 to the 

treasurer of the Playgrounds Associa- 
atinon, to aid in carrjing out its en
larged work made possible by taking 

the work of the Girls’ Association, 
as well as the boys’ club, R. B. Rrnrr- 

writes:—“I trust the general public

Toronto, Nov. 14—As many a 
depressions exist on the contine 
morning, the outlook in Cunadi 
for generally unsettled conditions 
has fallen heavily in the wester) 
inves, also in northeastern Onta 
in Quebec.

5 several partial offensive movements 
. tlie part of the enemy were checked by 

the fire of our artillery before the for
ward movement of the enemy’s infantry 
could he undertaken.

‘Ill the Woevre district and in Lor
raine, where bad weather prevails, there 
Is nothing to report."

Mobilizing a New Army over

son
will respond to our appeal for funds for 
the continuation of the excellent work 
whicli the ladies of St. John have been 
promoting so quietly all these years, un
known to perhaps ninetv-fiv a per cent 
of our citizens.”

Fair and Cold
Maritime—Decreasing west 

winds, fair and cold today and 
day. Troopship is Safe,New England Forecasts—Fai 
and Sunday, warmer Sunday, -
lng northwest winds,

iLondon/ Nov. 14—A despatch to the
xctiange (Telegraph Company from
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