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take up as much space as
great Monarchies of the and«„« here.
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since there is more than ample material in that dtrecl: . ^

the start is made. He «ill find that the onward progress » ■
Science with its peculiar variableness of speed takes place* ngm 
through the history of the world. There is only one place where 
seems to have retrograded like most other good 1*»g* *a 1
during the “Dark Middle Ages.” We should be thankful to « 
ourselves beyond the influences of that “ Slough of Despond. Like 
a small silveî thread of limpid water among some rugged mountains 
-the early races of humanity-we find our little rivulet ^ Sanitary 
Science battling against, and being often turned aside owing o its 
feebleness, by the rocks and pebbles of barbarism and superstition 
Notwithstanding these and other obstructions, as want ° exPer‘ence 
and facilities for observation, we follow it as it graduaUy finds s 

y towards certain depressions,-the basins of learning in those early

It increases in size and momentum when a crowned head begins 
to discover the inert virtues that lie hid in its waters and sets about
straightening the channel and facilitating its onward flow-like King
Khammarabi. Further on we find our rivulet arrested and almost 
hidden by marshy grounds and lofty reeds—which represen on 
one hand, the inactivity and stagnation that often overtook the differ­
ent empires of the Old World, caused largely by those terrible wars 
into which they would dash, regardless of life and everything else 
every robust male being called to fight, while women children and 
the sick were left to carry on the sanitary works and the affairs of the 
state ; and, on the other hand, the smothering effect that their tyran­
nical systems of government* had on scientific research and science at 
large. Happily for us, we find that our stream breaks forth at last

George Rawlinson’s “ History of the five 
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