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' "The Gauge of Toronto’s Street
Car Tracks.

The big clean-up that has just been
tlosed of the Hydro-radial situation
in and ‘about Toronto, ought to settle
$mmediately the question of the gauge
©f the Toronto street railway system
«—gottle it in favor of the standard
gauge instead of the existing and un-
usual gauge of the tracks of both the
fforento gtreet rallway and the muni-
eipa} lines, '

BSooner or later we will have to let
the radial lines from outside route
some of their cars into Toronto over
the tracks of the city, as the pas-
‘sengers may desire. The day may
come when the passengers might pre-
fer to take city cars at the outskirts
of the city rather than go to a cen-
tral Hydro-radial station at the bay
front, and if passengers so wish to
youte themselves, then the city ought
to get a street car fare from any pas-
genger who desires to come over city
lines, or in radial cars over city
tracks.

The sooner the transportation com-
lgulllon reaches a  decision on this
issue, the better will it be for all con-
cerned; and those who think, like The
World, that the standard gauge should
be the gauge of the Toronto street car
lines, as it now is of the radials and
steam roads, ought to so express their
opinion to the commission, to ‘the al-
dermen, controllers and others seck-
ing their votes at the forthcoming mu-
nieipal elections. In fact, it is up to
Chalrman P. W. Ellis to make an
early declaration in regard to the
gauge. And this, we take it, is the
most important question, and the first-
question that the transportation com-
mission 'hag to settle.

Twenty Years Ago.

The appearance upon the stage of
& locai theatre of young ladies dressed
-in the fashion of 1800 startled the 1920
audience more than if they had ap-
Pbeared in the costumes of the fifieenth

xentury, They looked as weirdly im-

/the second empire. Yet for many of
ue twenty years ago is mot a great
way back, tho it does seem a long
time since ladies of fashion trailed
expensive gowns along dirty sidewalks
'and muddy streets.
! Yet a good deal can happen in
‘vtwcnty years. Quite apart froi the
 war which has made everything over
seven years old antique, curious illus-
trations will occur to us. In ‘1900
Theodore Roosevelt was being put in
the mausoleum of a vice-presidential
nomination, never, it was thought, to
be heard of again. In a few months
he was president of the United States,
and in a few years a world fizure, and
now, after twepty years, has become
merely & memory. On the other hand,
'William 'J. Bryan, who looked a more
promising figure in 1900 than did Theo-
dore Roosevelt, has stood almos: stock
still. Had he been sleeping for the past
twenty years he would probably be
‘in no better or worse position than
he is today. Prohibition, it ig true,
has been edopted, but by forces that
‘would have proved irresistible had Mr.
Bryan never existed. On the other
;hand, his pacifism, to use the mildest
posgible term, during the war, has
made him one of the most discredited
men in the world,

In Canada iwenty years ago Sir
‘Wilfrid Laurier and the Liberal party
had agaln been returned to power, and
seemed to be entrenched for an indefi- |
nite period in office. The Oonserva.-l‘
ﬁiva had gone down to defeat, even !
&ir Qaagles Twpper losing his own con-
gtitue.,cy. The great tide of immigra-
tion from continental Europe had
barely set in, and our annual export |
of wheat did not run over ten million |
bushels. The provinces of Saskatche- |
wan and Alberta were stil unborn. |
In England Lloyd George was being |
chased by a mob as a pro-Boer and |
wag looked upon as a radical. i

The Hamilton Postmastership. |

We have no doubt that the civil
service commission will live up td its|
good record in appointing the new
postmaster for Hamilton. In the case |
of Toronto it was the next man up. The !
commission promoted the deputy post- |
master, not as a matter of mechani-
cal routine, but because they belleved
he was the man best qualified for the
job by his Jong experience and
ficient service in the Toronto postof-
fice. Moreover, they wished to recog-
nize the principle ©f promotion.

The greatest defect of the patron-
age system was thatl it closed the door
upon the ambition of active, intelli-
sead alvil servants to rise by merlt to
the head of the office or department
in which they were sngaged. A fa'th-
ful deputy was supposed to do the
work, while a good fellow who knew |
Leidung about the ofice got the title|
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‘I'met him with a quietness that aston-

. THE PUBLIC: Look here, Mr. City Council, no matter wha the Board of Educa_tion says, I'm

looking to you to account for this city’s financial expenditure.

In one Ontario town

postmaster

and the salary.
of considerable size the
for years was a physician who prob-
ably did not enter. the postoffice ex-
cept to get his own mail from one
year's end to the other. He had
remarkably faithful clerks who
the office in good style, but the
together did not receive anything
as much pay as the postmaster.

The civil service commission, gs we
say, made a great hit in filling the
vacancy in the Twronto postoffice by
promotion. The public wil] be disap-
pointed if they depart from that prin-
ciple '‘when they appoint a new post-
ma.sterl for Hamilton. ;

A School Board Out of Hand.

The World believes that the tax-
payers of Toronto should have more
control, thru the city council, of the
expenditures of the schoo] - trustees,
inasmuch as the citizens have to find
the money for the school board. The
council imposes the rates and collects

two
ran
two
like

the money from the ratepayers. True, [

it can\ be said that the taxpayers
have the right to control and selec
when they elect the trustees.
not subscribe to this doctrine in
case of Toronto,
‘We believe the

the

time has
to should be. in the hands of
expert commissioners, one an educa-
tionist of ability, the second a
of finance, the ' third a
business manager. We do not
that every municipality, especially |
&mall ones, should not run their
schools by school trustees; but in the |
case.of Toronto,
education . budget, after
perience of many years back, and the
revelations made in _ceonnection with
the Toronto school hrd by a spe-
cial commissioner, we think a change
desirable. :

Nor do' we think the appeal of fhe
school board their employes to |
the public for endorsation a wise one. |
In the meantime, the school
had "better undertake a system of |
paring down their estimates to sums |
that are within the, ability of over-’i
burdened citizens to pay. ;

|
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Keeping Out Our Flour and
Wheat.

Too muc¢h weight should
given to the fact that %
member of congress introduced a
on Monday to place a
wheat imported
States of 30 cents a
duty of $1.50 a
Such a bill could
in Canada by a
and it would have to become
the government would go out of|
power. In the United States, how-
ever, any member can introduce a
bil] on any subject, On the opening |
day of the session three hundred bills
were Introduced in the house of
presentatives; but there have
as many as flve thousand bills intro-
duced In one day. Members desiring |
to introduce a bill into the house =of |
represéntatives drop it into a chute,
whence it goes to an
per beneath.

not- be
Minnesota
bill
upon all

United

duty
into the
bushel and a |
upon ﬂour.;

introduced

barrel
only be

cabinet minister,

-
been |

immense hop- :
The bills are then dis- l
tributed by clerks to the }
ocommittees, most of
be heard of again.
reported upon,
dead.

So this particular bill, fathere

various
them
Unlc 88

are pra

never

they

‘Hhe gentleman from Minne

| never get thru the house, or if

thru the
thru the senate, or
thra both house andi

not be  signed Ly
Quy own Impression is t

house it
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subject of the tariff will go over te
the special session of congress to be
called by the president. That
session probably be called for
April and it will undoubtedly engage
in constructing the highest tariff wall
ever erected on American soil.

That Canadian wheat and flour will
be egpecially ajmed at by this new
tariff goes without saying. The far-
mers of the American southwest,
banded into a sort of trade union to
keep up the price of wheat, look upon
the Canadian grain growers as scabs,
who are lpwering their union rates by
shipping Wwheat into the TUnited
States. The seven millers of Kansas
threatened with imprisonment for
curtailing produetion by closing down
their mills, say they are ruined by
the competition of Canadian flour,
which engrosses the market of the
eastern states. TUnquestionably, the
vent given to Canadian’ grain by ac-
cess to the American market has
saved us from a serious situation in

new
will

| tariff
We do |
| ports from Canada, as
| perfect right to exclude any and all
arrived |

A | Impoerts from
when ,the education system of Toron- |

three |

| fate would be like unto

law or }

| an account of
| in Moncton,

! in co ESE
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western Canada.

We must meet Mr. Harding's hostile
without whining and - without
bombast. Our neighbors have a per-
fect right to exclude any and all im-
we have a
the United States, A

trade w uld hurt both countries,

o
probably in the end the United States
would get

the
time, it

worst of it. At the

same will be a setback to

| have .our wheat and cattle deprived
say | :

of the free access they now enjoy to
the American market. All we can do

| is to, make the best of the situation

and turn our attention to making this
a gelf-contained nation. The
countries of the world are armed to

country

| the teeth witly tariffs, and a gigantic

commercial
world.

war . is the
Were Canada to throw away
her tariff sword and shield she would
indeed be a lamb among wolves. Her
that of the
poor young man who went as a mis-
sionary to the

threatening

the
time to

eaten up by
had
come for!

natives
tell

before he

had had

what he

Remarked in Passing.

Perhaps its fair to ask” how much the
beard of edycation’s publicity campaign
is costing and who id footing the bill.

* - L ¥
While the League of Nations is putting

| in operation its cumbrous and expensive
;‘n;.udxmezy for generating .wind, the na-
| tions scem (o be wsettling their affairs
|belween themyselves prety much as they

always did.,
* A
President \\"'so}":\fm‘rr(? to &0
thundering down the corridefs of time
the winner of the 1920 Nobel peace
rize, and bls eternal fame _is assured.
way was the winner

2

3y the
of the prize?

who last
» B *

Lindsay Crawford can now appear be-

fore the committee of one hundred with |
the atrocities committed |

N.B.

* -+
If the
becomes law,
citiz

to avoid a liquor store.
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The Leader of the new blue Sunday

crusade is out to take the vamp out of

movies, as well as the sun out of Sun-

days, What a world this would be if
long and SIX\:C'.;.\S{UX career.

€ - -

he had a

Speaking "of the price of gas, it is al- |

ready

controll

the

going to

that

848 18

gusher of
cost the

known latest
citizens abonut $2000,
* *

the move-

Y, head of

sundays, has ask- |

protection for hkis

herc are American citi-

home.
ked as not to agree' with
L L -

but Mayor Church has al-

t to drop article §7600,

i the city
ss, it is
h will not be

tion of the-

e board of control's

a Gas Co. audit,
books and
suspects thai the Gas
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al motion

stigation of

F'iji Islands and was |

prohibition bill to be introduced |
& United States |
ns abroad may eventually be forced |
to walk several blocks out of their way |

y of Nations may decide to!

OTHER PEOPLE’S
OPINIONS

The Worid will gladly print under
this head ietters written by, our read-
ers, dealing with current topics. As
space is iimitéd they smust not be
longer than 20C words and written on
oite side of the paper only.

IN THE GARDENS.

Editor World : In twenty-five years
Ontario will be by ‘far the richest
country on.earth, bar none. Our manu-
facturers will be able tv utterly annihilate
any outside competiticn. . Many millions
of strangers will come’ in as settlers.
So let. us at once start planning to ac-
cept our inheritance. ' Let Torontonians
set an example to the rest of the prov-
ince. The property-owners of«this city,
who age slightly down in the mouth at
present, must remember that millions of
Europkans are struggling like mad to get
here where thousands of tons of pqag:hes
lay on the ground to rot and millions
of bushels of apples are frozen on trees
and where the land lies in unused waste,
square mile after square mile. Why, one
hundred million, people could easily live
in Ontario after the.manner of Belgium.
I, who have uved in nearly every city
in the U.S., from Miami to San Diego,
and from San Francisco to Portland,
Maine, and watched them grow, will say
that if Toronto will oxa.\y tear down those
“dog kennels’ in tne® centre of the city
and carry out Prof. R. B, Thomson's idea
of a botanic garden, that even Wash-
ington, B.C., will. have to step,K some to
keep up with us. . H. Corsan.

WILSON URGES
 BUDGET SYSTEM

(Continued From Page 1).

of New York, memper of the immigra-
tion committee, to frame a minority
veport, 5

No .other matter in either house had s
| passed today beyond the committee
‘stage. At both ends of the capital,
however, members were deep in plans
to deal with business depression, un-
employment, and farmers relieff Dis-
cussions in the sena of the plight
of farmers delayed the reading of the
*presidents message in that body,

The Industrial Situation.

The industrial situation also found
a place in the president’s message.
Recovery from war effects gave prom-
ise of early completion “only in our
| own rortunate country.” Mr. Wilson
said, and -even here “Ralts and is im-
| peded at times.” ‘A program of “im-
mediately serviceable acts of legisla-
tion, te aid that recovery and prove
the indestructible recuperative force
of a great government of the people,”

. fast was served by his dumb attendant,

%% THE IVORY BALL

Continued From Yesterday's World.

CHAPTER Xlil.-
Th2 Abyss. \
OST of the night Laurens consumed

in walking up and down .iike a
caged an.mal. In the morning his break-

and dt was hardly completed when Chow
Tsu appeared, He came alone, . but
Laurens was perfectly aware that nis
guards were within instant call, anf,
while he felt like flying at the man, he

iehed himself, tho his spirit was as yet
unbroken,
1 am pleased to see that my"guest
has regained .his mental balance, said
the Chinaman. *“Are you not satisfied
were?”’
: "‘I am satigfied that you are an i'psatl-
able brute—an inhuman monster,” . wg;l;
the reply. “When is this going to €nd?
“You may end it et any time, my
friex;d,"r
“How?"
“I think I have left oplum enough in
the smoking room, but you would find
the contents of the cabinet more speedy.
Besides the lethal liquids, there are
razers—or perhaps you may prgfe::, the
rope.~ Forgive me for these deta.ﬂs.“ ;
Laurens bounded to his feet. You
mean that you would drive me to sui-
ide?”’ ;
. (‘l‘Nirva.na, my friend,” said Chow .’1‘ su,
throwing back his head and sending e
thin line of smoke toward the ceiling—
“Nirvana ends all troubles.”
The quiet, even, unimpmgsioned. tone of
the man filled Laurens with horror. He
was suddenly looking into a bottomless
pit—the abyss of death. It was clea|r
that the Chinamen was bent on no smail
revenge; he wished nothing less than
the young man's life, and was hounding
him into taking it himself.
“So you are bent upon my killing my-
self?’ he said, and spoke the words al-
echanically. -
m?‘sit ;ge the idea is new to you,” was
the calm reply. *I was hoping it was
not. Personally, I would not shed your
blood, at present your pride being mtz
great concern’’ The Chinaman aroset
fus feet. “I have sworn to  my Aances 0
to humble it, and, failing in that, the resqf
would be in vain, Your own taking (133&
would prove that I had succeeded. d}-'
the - glory of Confucius, whom Yyou de-
ride, you have caused me to feelk e
graded, but now I hope soon to loom m).'
family in the face, I can hardly rbiur
to my native land until my soul is clean

afore m cestors.” g
bblffar;lrensy could only look -at ‘!‘nm.
“Come, sir,” said the Chinaman, yt;u
have forced me to appear discourteous tan
being obliged to give you blunt facts,
your comprehension not being set on a
sharp edge: I will leave you to your
own, reflections.”” And he went from the
wfl)‘r}?;xt day passed, as did the next and
the next, until a week went by, and m:
one came near him save the single silen
attendant who served his meals and glid-
ed ghost-like -about the rooms, setting
them in order. The monotony of the
hours was terrible, and Laurens knew he
would go mad if he passed them in
introspection. :

He suffered no.lack of physical com-
fort, but mentally, consciously and un-
consciously, he was agonngd. To save
his sanity he would seat himself at the
piano and play for hours, and he was no
mean performer for one w‘it‘hmft prac-
tice.

On the seventh day of his imprison-
ment he was improvising at the ‘ingtru-
ment when on turning away from it he
found Chow T’su standing in the middle

the room,

Ot“Yoeu are quite a genius!” said the
Chinaman, smiling and speaking as if
he had seen him only the hour before.
“And you are a trifle thinner; you do
not look as well as you did. But, my
friend, your robe has grown shqbby. j 5
shall return you your ‘own clothing. In
the meantime you will probably be in-
terested to reflect cn the stir you have
made in the world.”

He took from his -voluminous sleeve,
a folded newspaper and handing it to
Laurens, bowed himself from the room.g
The youn¥Z man opened the journal .at
once. It was a San Francisco daily
dated the day before and he- did not
have to search for the matter in ques-
ticn, the broad stripe of Chinese ink
marking the item.

“Nothing has been heard from
John Laurens, formerly a lieutenant
in the U. S. navy, and Miss Josephine
Dalzell, daughter o f the late Col
Dalzell, of the U. S. army, who
eloped a week ago. They were last
seen at Callamere’s exclusive restaur-
ant. The elopementn is clouded in

should be undertaken, Mr. Wilson |
said, adding. |

"One of these .s to prove that a great |
dcmogr&C,\,’ can keep house as successfully |
and in as ‘businesslike fashion as any
other government.” :

Fxrstl among* the - recommended Steps
Mr. Wilson placed enactment of a “work-
able budget system.” He said he had
vetoed the buuget bill passed at the last
session “reluctantlyy and because of a
‘“‘constitutional objection,” but as it was
later revised in the house, he believed
it would, with octher measures,
“‘foundations for a national budget sys-
tem.”

Urges Rigid Economy.

Mr. Wilson cited figures as to the na-
| tional debt and urged “rigid ecenomy,”
in which all branches of the government
should co-operace, .

“I cannot overcome,” ha
necessity of economy in government ap-
propriations and expenditures angd the
avoidance by congress of practices which
‘take money from i.e treasury by indefi-
nite or revolving fund appropriations.’

This year's estimates “strikingly” il-
| lustrated the importance of specific ap-
propriations, wuae president added, the
transportation act having “disturbed’’ the
relationship between current receipts and
expenditures to the extent of over a bil-
i lion dollars.

“It is obvious,” the message contin-
ued, “‘that these large payments have al-
| ready seriously limited the government’s
progress In retiring the floating debt.”

The president renewed some of the re-
commendations he made at the opening
of the last session, and added:

*“T do not feel it my privilege at pres-
ent to suggest the detailed and partien-
lar methods by which these objects may
| be attained, but 1 have faith that the in-
| quiries of your several committees will
{ discover the way and the method.”
| The only recommendations for other
| than domestic matters was that for a
| loan to Armenia to be administered thru
| United States commissioners to avold
| “further tempting opportunities” to revo-
{ lutianary tendencies in that country: |

“and. 1or granting independence to the
Philippines to keep our promise to the
| people of those islands.”

said,” “the

' MAY COMPEL VACCINATION
. OF ALL OTTAWA SCHOLARS

Ottawa, Dec. 7.—Compulsory vae- |
cination of all the pupils in Ottawa |
schools may be ordered by the Ot-|
tawa board of health.‘f the smallpox
| situation becomes worse. Notification
of this has been forwarded to the pub-
lic and separate school boards. Small- |
DPOX i8 now attacking the schoolg and

furnish penge

mystery as it is understood that the
two had known each other for but a
few days. Mr. Laurens’ friend, Pro-
fessor Woodstock, now at the Palace
Hotel, and lately” returned from
China, scoffs at the idea of an clope-
ment. He maintains that on the
date of the -couple’s disappearance

raged boy utter; not a whimper came
from him, the blood was freely flowing
from a cut in his temple.

“You are a coward as well as & brute!”
exclaimed Laurens, as the door closed.

“Sir,”” sald the Chinaman, his voice
now trembling with anger, ““he had the
temerity to plead for you, as if my will
was to be questioned.”

“God bless him for it! I have been
doing thim the injustice of thinking him
one of your familiars,” returned the
young man,

The Chinaman looked at him, his heavy
face lowering, then without another word
he turned abruptly and marched out.

CHAPTER XiII. -

From the Frylno-Pa:a.
OUR of the six days passed without
the - slightest alteration to his

monotonous life, but on the fifth day
things began to happen. A gang of
Chinese workmen entered the room and
commenced dismantling it; when they
hau finisned nothing was left of former
luxuries of the apartments; in fact little
of anytning was left. save the “bare, un-
draped walls scored with nail holes, a
single chair, the bed, cleared of its hang-
ings, a pox of cigars and a bottle of wine.
All else had gone, eéven to the screens
that divided the rooms. -

The fateful sixth day arrived, but noth-
ing happened until evening and by then
the young man nad become hardened to
his fate and looked at it as.a criminal
Tooks at his coming execution. As the
skylight darkened Chow T'su appeared,
followed by three men, one bearing a
lighted lamp, another a large cloak.

‘““You have again disappointed me;” said
the mandarin, tho he did not appear
angry. ‘I have to inform you that the
time has come.”

“For what?’ returned Laurens, bracing
himself and determined that if it were
to come to murder he would die fighting.

“For your removal, sir. You-need not
take a truculent attitude; there will be no
force used unless you resist. - You will
put on this cloak and accompany me,

“To be murdered?”

“By no means, sir. Had I -<contem-
plated that I could have accomplished it
long ago. This house is emptied of its
furniture and is no longer habhitable. 1
give possession to its new owner tomor-
row, but you will be my guest—and in
anore comfortable quarters than are these
at present.”

He spoke to the cloak bearer, who im-
mrediately. threw the garment over the
young man’s shoulders, and the mandarin
took him by the arm. Passing thru the
barren hall preceded by the man with the
lamp they traverseu the passage to the
door opening into the entrance court and
there stood the same limousine that had
brought him to the house. He made no
fesistance as he was led to ths ma-
chine. Chow T'su seated himself at his
€ide, two of the guards sat opposite, and
the third took his place by the chauf-
feur; the curtains were pulled down and
the vehicle sped on its way. When it
halted it had been going for nearly two
‘hours. .

Hardly had the lHmousine ceased mov-
ing when the door was opened by a wait-
ing Chinaman, who bowed low befora
the mandarin “Is all ready, capts‘m?"
asked Chow T'su in English,

“All leddy,” was the low-volced ro-
turn. A few words were passed in Chi-
nese, and Leurens was handed out with
almost as much deference as had been
shown to his tyrant. He looked shout
him, and saw that the machine had halt-
ed close to the waters of the bay. No
habitation was in sight, but a dull glow
to the east showed him that he had been
taken around San Francisco by a pack
road, and that he was now in one of the
etretches of barren sand which skirt the
eghore.

_His quick eye sighted a little pier Jut-
ting from the shore, a small boat swing-
ing at its end, and less than a quarter
cf a mile from it lay a large schooner, its
lcosened fore and main sails Jerking in
the brisk wind. He followed the man-
darin down the pier and into the waiting
boat, iIn which there were two coolfes at
the oars.

When Laurens boarded the schooner
by a set of mahogany steps he found a
coolie crew drawn up to receive the mas-
ter, and his first sight of the deck con-
firmed his impression of the elegance of
the craft. Passing under her stern in
the tender, he had read her name, t®e
“Royal Consort.”” He had heard ‘of pala-
tial yachts in San Prancisco Bay—yachts
owned by Chinese nabobs and manned
by coolie crews, but he had never before
séen/ one, and had not credited the re-
port. :

‘Every man’ bowed low as Chow T'sa
stepped to the flawless deck. The man-

| darin waved his-hand, the captain spoke

o word in Chinese, and the assembled
crew dispersed. Chow T'su turned to
Laurens. :

‘“This is my ecaptain, sir,’”’ he said, in-
dicating the officer. “‘Captain Foo-Was,
this is the honorable Laurens, who is to
have our especial care and respect.”

The captain did not smile, but he bow-

Mr. Laurens was out of town. He
knows little of Miss Dalzell except-

© ing her name, ~and strongly hints at
some foul play about which he will
say nothing at present.,” i
Laurens laid down the paper, and his
nerves relaxed, for he saw one
gleam of hope. Woodstock was suspicious
of foul play, and knowing his energy the
young man knew he would leave no stone
unturned in order to get at the bottom
of the mystery.

The newspaper put life into him—a life
he bad not felt for days. He now looked
at conditions under a new stimulus.
Suicide? He? Never! Rather he would
waste away in confinement, dying of a
broken heart, but while sane he would
not lift his hand against himself fos the
satisfaction of Chow T'su.

Three days more passed and no one
came but his old attendant. But on the
fourth day, when he was walking the
floor for exercise, and smoking, Chow
T su unexpectedly appeared, ioll')wec_l ry
Mow-Sing bearing his usual badge of of-
fice. The boy looked very serious and he
would not allow his eyes to meet those
of his old master. The mandarin's voice
was hardly as bland as usual; there was
a slight ring of irritation in it, but his
manner was not harsh,

“8ir,” said Chow I"su, ‘“‘certain of those
interested®in you have become greatly agi-
tated at your umaccountable absence from
your home and club and have he(—:n taking
steps to find you. Your friend Woodstock
couples your disappearance wn:h‘ a car-
tain ivory ball and the sudden resignation
of his servant, and he has called upon the
police for aid. Do you imagine, my friend, |
that you may have hopes or that I bavel
fears? I have known these things for sev- {
eral days and said nothing, hut the ex-|

| pected sale of this house has put a climax |

to matters. I trust that you appreciate
my openness.’’ |
“What hellish scheme are you concoct- |
ing now?’' demanded Laurens. |

“Your language is more clear than ele- |
cant!”’ was the return, “and to equal lts§
clearness I will say that you have six |
more days to nreet my wishes, At the end |
of six days I shall be obliged to make a |
chan®e regarding you, if you persist jn‘
existing.” ; L
What he would have added Laurens did |
not then learn for at that moment Mow- |
Sing stepped in front of th: mandarin. |
dropped to his knees, and with upturned |
face and outstretched hands spoke in |
Chinese, the sing-song words pouring|
from him in a rapid stream. !
The mandarin appeared to be wonder-
struck and as he listened his eyes took on

two doctors and two nurses are busy
| vaccinating in six institutions today.

| ‘hangings,
{ Stooping for

3035 COUGHS |

| forward |
'| blow on the side of

an expression Laurens had never seen.
With a sudden exclamation ‘he strode
and struck the kneeling boy a
the head, the force
of it seénding the youth into: -the- -wali
where bhe lay half stunned.
the white wand of office
the Chinaman broke it into pieces,and |
flung the fragments at his prostrate I'nns-
man; then he clapped his hands. In-
stantly the well-known guards appeared,
and -as Chow T’su thundered something in |
his own language the fellows picked
Mow-5ing from the floor and carried him
irom the roomn Not a. word did the out-
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ed without speaking, giving the you
man a glance that was anything 13
friendly, and went off to his duty. Chow
T'su stood seriously contemplating
silent young men. “‘Sir,” he sald at last,
“take’ your final look at your native lang,
You will never see it again. I assure
you, sir, that for a man of sense yoyu
have less consideration for others—y,
are more intensely selfish than anyone
I ever knew. Again you are going ¢
deprnivée me of my own quarters, wi

as my guest, I must insist on your ocey.
pying. Come; I will pay you the honoys
of my yacht.”

Laurens bowed helplessly and hopelégge
ly. They passed down the broad com.
panionway and into a saloon whers g
table was being set. Turning from it,
nis guide threw open a mahogany doop
and bowed as he waved his fat hang.
‘“Here are your quarters, sir.”

There was no gainstaying the fact thag
the room jnto which the young man en-
tered was elegant. It was in the stern,
and extended the full width of the vessel
and, tho it was comparatively small, its
fittings were as luxurious as had been
the apartment he had just left, and his
rapid glance took in some familiar fea- ‘v
tures, the chief one being the 'cabinet of
poisons, which was set against the. case
of the rudder-post, which came thru 'tha
deck above. The sideboaard, or buffet,
wns missing, but in its place was g
large wine-locker, its contents displayed
thru heavy glass doors.

I will leave you to compose yourseif
and prepare for supper,” said the China-
man. ‘‘We will have the pleasure of
each other's company on this occaston’*
And with that he bowed himself out with -
mock deference.

He heard the running of felted feet on
the deck overhead, a few calls in Chi-
nese, the creaking of pulleys and othep
familiar sounds of a vessel getting un-
der way; then there was a le heele
ing of the craft as she fell off the wind,

He was very tired. He lay down on a
brass bed hung with a silk valance and
bolted to the deck, and it was there that
Chow T'su found him when he return

to take him to supper. e

The fittings of the saloon were in kex.
ing with the general elegance of the
schooner, and they were in excellent
taste. The table was set for but two,
and as Laurens mechanically took the
place indicated to him he was astonished
to see the single attendant was Mow-
S8ing., The youth had been stripped of
bis férmer regalia, having been degraded
from the office of major domo to that of
a cabin boy, and hig face might have
been made of wood for al. expression of
recognition of his former master. Lau-
rens noticed that on his temple was a
hualf-healed wound, ; ‘

Suppef was eaten in the usual silence,
and it was not until wine and cigars wers
served that Chow T'su e?! “I have
been waiting for you to° ess youpr
curiosfty regarding this, your last move,”
he said, lighting his cigar from the match
held to it by Mow-Sing, who took sta-
tion immediately behind his chair and
stood like a statue.

‘‘We go to China, “sir. . The ban whiéh
has long kept me from my country has
been removed. As a mnayal man, you
prcbably recognize that we are already
under way.'

“I am aware of it. May I suppose that
Mies Dalzell has been set free?”

“You may suppose as you please,” was
the slow return. “I regret that her ili-
ness prevents her joining us at supper.”

“My God;"" exclaimed Laurens, half-
rising, ‘Is she aboard this schooner?
Argyyou taking her to China? ~ ;

‘“You are deeply interested, are you

riot?”’ returned the mandarin, urimoved

by the young man's excitement. “Are

you willing to admit that you love the
ludy?” i

*“I admit it, You know it.”

“I do,” was the reply. “But the hone
orable Laurens thinks only of himself, as
is usual; he should think of me. He says
he loves her. He has known the lady in
question, actually known her, for about
two weeks, if my memory serves mse.
That is a mere acquaintance, I have
known her for nearly ten yzars. I have!
egen her grow from what you call a
bread-and-butter miss .to a woman—a
woman fit even for me.”

“God in heaven!/ And you are taking
her away for your own purposes?”’

“Sir, I am a man,”” was thé short re-

ply. :
‘“You are a dog, and—"'
Continued Tomorrow Morning.

Mayor of Medicine Hat ',
Is Resigning From Civic Life

Medicine Hat, Alta., Dec. 7.—M. A.
Brown, president of the Western Can-
ada, Colonization Commission. who
has been mayor of Medicine Hat for
several terms, is retiring from civio
life. Yesterday Alderman Walter
Huckvale and James Hole were nom=
inated for the 'mayoralty,
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