
of the Imperial Ministiy. Her Majesty eannot be advised to disallow such aeta,
unless her adviaen are impared to aasuine the administratitm of the afiain of
the colony, irrespective of the views of its inhabttants." (Qm. Sess. Rinen
1880, No. 38.)

V »^ ,

Again in 1879, when Sir John A. Macdonald's "National Policy",
was adopted, and additional duties were placed upon British manu-
factures, came suggestions of intervention. But these assumptions of
right to interfere with the Canadian tariff have completely disap-
peared, and Canada is to-day, admittedly and undoubtedly, fiscally

independent.

Canada is also lepiaUtivfilv JnHnpAnHAi^f. in former times her
statutes were freely disaUowed by the Colonial Office (o) . Interference
gradually became less frequent, but it was not until within the last

* twelve months that we succeeded in obtaining the removal of the
embargo upon our legislation respecting copyright. That was the
last subject with respect to which the British parliament retained
control over us, and it was a control maintained for no better reason
than British dread of offending the United States. That country
refused us copyright of our writings in their territory, unless we set the
type of our books in their printing offices. We wished to retaliate,
and the Colonial Office would not permit us to do so. American
books were fabricated entirely in the United States, and copyright
in Canada was obtained, by sending two copies to Stationers' HaU
in London. That was, and is, absurdly unfair. Canadian remon-
strance (urged most strongly by Sir John Thompson in 1888) has at
last been successful; and a bill is now being passed at Ottawa, with
the assent of the British Government, assuming jurisdiction over the
subject. That was the last of our very many struggles for legisla-
tive independence. We now have it in unquestioned plentitude.
No one disputes it.

V We have fiscal independence, and legislative independence;
and wo have alnnfl3^w.iitiY« jf^HAp«nr|yn«^ Originally our Govemore
were executive agents of the CoIoniaPOffice. Now, our Governor.!
stand in the same relation to Sir Wilfrid, as the King stands to Mr.
Asquith. As late as 1875, our Governor-General asserted a right to
exereise his discretion as to the disallowance of provincial legislation,
and also as to the pardoning of prisoners. Still more recently,
JiOrd Minto claimed certain personal authority in connection with
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