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tion is making itself manifest, by inhospitably-

shutting out aliens, through those who themselves

were allf^ns in the lands they now occupy. But

India tolerated diflFerence of races from the first,

and that spirit of toleration has acted all through

her history.

Her caste system is the outcome of this spirit

of toleration. For India has all along been try-

ing experiments in evolving a social unity within

which all the different peoples could be held to-

gether, yet fully enjoying the freedom of main-

taining their own differences. The tie has been

as loose as possible, yet as close as the circum-

stances permitted. This has produced some-

thing like a United States of a social federation,

whose common name is Hinduism.

India had felt that diversity of races there must

be and should be, whatever may be its drawback,

and you can never coerce nature into your narrow

limits of convenience without paying one day very

dearly for it. In this India was right ; but what she

failed to realize was that in human beings differ-

ences are not like the physical barriers of moun-

tains, fixed forever— they are fluid with life's


