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CHAPTER I.

TUE SinPWKECK OF KATIli-n ( JIAItl.KS I.A'.KMANT, rlllMBKRT NOYUoP

ASl) OTIIi;itS, I>F1' CAl'i: llltKIUN.

TnK writtT of the followin;; letter wiis uno of the most eniiriLiit

of the furly Jesuit missioiviries iii Canada, wheru several others

of his family were (listinRDi-Jicil, ami one, the illusiiious Fatlu-r

Ciabriel Lalemunt, died a martyr to his zeal for the conversion of tho

Indians.

Father Charles Lalemnnt, a son of the Sieur f/ilemant, hicnlinnnt

Crhiiind of Paris, was horn in that city in i.'iST. He entered thu

Society of Jesus at the a^e of twenty, and was soon followed hy hi^

two lirothers, Jerome and T.ouis, the latter a celehrated a-cetieal

author. Father Charlis was one of the missionaries at the colony

of St. Savior's, on Mount Desert Island, in Maine, in lOlJJ, and was

there taken jjnsoner. He was subse(iueiitly lU'ctor of the ('i)lle;,'e at

I'aiii, liut was an lin sent to Canada, in W2'). Two years afterwards

he returned to France for suiijilies, but, mi reachini; the mouth of

the St. J/.iwrence, in the summer of lOL'it, the e.iptain learned that

Queliec had been taken by the En>;li>h. In endeavorinj< to sail l)ack,

tlie vessel was lost. I'alher Lalemant thus describes the shipwreck,

in a letter to his Sujjerior. We translate from the French, as pul)-

lished by the illustrious Champlain, in the edition of his voyages

which appeared at Paris in 1032.


