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less than 3/. a year for maintenance, whereas a white

labourer would cost at least as much as a soldier, whose
pay and rations amounted to more than 122. a year. The
slave was tractable, whereas the European was prone

to be rebellious. White men often became addicted to

drunkenness, and none could be obtained who would be

wiUing to perform the severer kinds of labour in this

cUmate.

The commander of the garrison. Captain Dominique

Pasques de Chavonnes, a brother of the governor, was
alone in advocating the introduction of European work-

men only. Slaves in this country, he observed, were like

a maUgnant sore in the human frame. They kept the

colonists in a state of unrest, and notwithstanding the

terrible punishments inflicted upon them, they were not

deterred from running away and committing atrocious

crimes. If the cost of purchasing them—about 4/. each

—bringing them to this country, providing for them, and

guarding them, were taken into consideration, their labour

would not be found much cheaper than that of white men,

especially as they required supervision, and did neither so

much nor such good work. On the other hand, Euro-

peans would give security to the country, and would help

to increase the revenue.

Tnere is Httle doubt that if these views had been

held by the other members of the council, and Lad been

pressed upon the directors, the many evils which the

introduction of negros produced in South Africa would

have been prevented. Nothing was said of the bearing of

the question upon the African : it was almost a century

too early in the world's history for his interests to be

taken into consideration.

"Whether coffee and the other plants named would

thrive at the Cape was regarded as doubtful by all the

members. Some of these plants, such as the olive and

indigo, had already been fruitlessly experimented with. In

any case, men having special knowledge would be needed
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