
18 THE SOUTH SEAS

raoral". but straightway with Bible in one hand and rifle in theother start on our own «lf-imposed message of civilization.
Character, a higher attribute in man than wordly knowledeemvanably suffered amongst the Polynesian by contact wTthhtAryan brother We have stopped their inter-tribal and fraticida"wars by superior force, but have introduced disease mored^to these primitive people than all their conflicts. Only a few yearsago measles carried off in the islands about Fiji somethi^g^ke

J5,000 ives. For that we are responsible. And so the work ofcivilization goes on and the native population dwindles away tSthe white peril is the sole master of these sun-bathed isles
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do Ce isT -"'r--
''^^«"°' "o™ autonomy, than othe"do. There is less "bossing" and there is less rattle of the sword

What right we have in the abstract to invade the domain ofother inhabitants of this earth, and force our civilizationTponthem (for our advantage) I leave to the student of world etWcs
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too«n that a scourge, too, has been introduced into the SouthSea Islands in the form of a garden plant bearing a rather pVet y
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and so serious I found the situation in Hawaii that the Govern-ment m movmg heaven and earth to devise means for its exter-
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environment, the climatic conditions necessarily pro-duced arts, unknown and unnecessary to his Saraoan relative.

Particularly was this the case with clothing. While the Samoan ori'ljian need dress m little more than a broad smile, increased to afringe around the waist amongst the adults, the Maori has to


