
after, the young William devoted himself to the ministry of the Methodist Society, and became the father of Methodism in

Nova Scotia a-,'( New Bruns-wick, dyinj^^ iit Halifax in a jjood old aire. The Metluxlisl canse has continued from that time
to the ])rescni., of late years increasinj^ steadily. About 1S19, Albert desHrisay, a young Methodist minister, stationed at

rpi)er Maccan ( Southam])lon K preached here once every third .Sunday and formed a small class, He was succeeded by
John Si:o\vb,'dl, Matthew Richey, and other notable men. A meeting house stood for many years on tlie site of the jire.sent

1). \V. Douglas' property, and was moved to the corner of Ma])le .\veime seventeen years ago, since which time it has done
duty as a Music Ilall, but is now a dry goods store, etc. There was a snudl burying ground at this site. I'or many years
this body has worshipped in a commodious edifice on Havelock Street.

THK ROM.\N CATHOMC CONC.RKG.^TION

Until of late yoars the Romaii Catholic Congregation has bjen small, but with the growth of the town, many of that
faith have settled here. The chajjel was formerly in the R. C. Cemetery on the Highlands, but was removed to Church St.,

where it was the sanctuary until the ])resent handsome structure was erected. Hislio]) I'raser was jjriesi here about lorly years
ago. fui ,1 .^bort time, and boardeil \.ith the late James McLaughlan, who lived oj)posite the old Ha])tisl Missi<in House, in what
is now Ma])le .\ venue. This Body had uj) to 20 years ago, a monthly service ; but for years there has been a resi<ieut ])riest

and a regular Sunday service.

THK CHfRCH OF KNGI. \NI)

was as a matter of course early on the ground. Rev. Mr. Ivagleson wp.s in charge of the mission at I'ort Cumberland, and in

one of the skirmishes Ih.'U took ])lace during what is known as Ivddy's Rebellion, 1779-1777— Mr. K. wiis carried away to New
Ivngland. He effected his escape, and returned and lalK)red for a time. But there does not .seem to have been a resident

clergyman in .\mherst until 1.S23. Previous to that (Lite, tlie B;;])tisms, Marri; ges and Bii ths, were recorded el.st where, ])er-

ha])S at vSt. I'anl's, Halifax. Canon Townsheiul has given .some interesting information as to the history of the I'arish Church.
Christ Chun 1' was ere .ted in 1S23. The foundation was on the County Court House ground, but was taken np aiul removed a

mile below the ii>>.;i, to a site which, is now the church yard. Canon Townshend, feeling the gnat incovLiiieiice and disad-

vantage of thif. situation, a])i)lie(l to the Bishop for ])ermission to pull down the church, and to re-build it. .\fter ])er.severing

,,;>'ne time the Court of .Session griiuted Mr. T's. applicition for a site on the Court House ground. The Bishoji refused to

sanction this ^ite, as he believed the .sessions coulil not give a valid title. I'iii.illy Mr. Kniffiii I'urdy gave one-eighth of an
acre, on which the church now stands. This building was ojjened for Divine service on Christmas day, 1842. .\t the laying
of the corner stone Lhe Chief Justice, .Sir Brenlon Halliburton, who was presi<ling in the Su])reme Court at the time, ofliciated,

and in his address stated that "on this very day fifty years ago, I nuu-ched through .\mher,st, in charge of a company of .soldiers,

en route for Halifa.x bv Ih . wav of I'arrsboro ;ind Windsor."
The Rev. J. W.'l). (^ray olliciated here, Feb. 1823, to Dec. 1H27 ; Rev. Richard B. Wiggins I'ob. 1.S2.S to S.-pt. 1.S29 , Re- .

(ieorgL- .S. ' .ivis, ( )ct 1.S29 to May iSv) ; among others h soljniinzt'il Lhe iu irriag.- of t'l.' iat." R. K. and Mrs. Smith ; Oct. 1.S30

to 1S34 the Rev. R. B. Wiggins was again in charge. The Re\ . tk'orgc Townshend Ciuiie to .\niherst in iS_^4, and has held
llu' nflic.- < if rectfjr since that tini". .\iter more than half-a-ceuturv's service Mr. T. retired from the active ihuies of the

,*
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