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The Quebec Sistrici

QUEBEC HAllBUUK.

wiiuM be quilc iIll])u^^i'olL• tu uritu abcAit

'_)ach<.i, L\xii Ire. Ill a strictly coiiiintrcial

-t,iiul| oiiu. willi'iut ilUuliiig to the uu-

i'\alkii aii.l i-iiiniiiaru!iiii» pusiUiii tlic

i.i!\' niLUiiie; ml the jliores of one uf t!ie

ijiaiiile-t liters of the u'orKl. Ai a natural

lo'.ir--, .IS a sliijipiiij; jiort, as a pielureMiiie

I ii\ , It -taruls without .1 peer on the Ani.'riean

t'i'iiliiKiit. Many einineiit writers ha\e at-

inptevl to ilestribe hs iini'|iie heaut'es and

I. .• womhiius loveliness of it^ surriiiinilini;^,

but >vor '! to toiujv its many eharrn-, ami the brush
of the . .^ not able to Jepiet the ever-varyiiif,' beauties

of llK ..' .\ St. Lawrence aiiil the ijrai.ileur of the hills

ami plaii s lii ' surrnuiul okl (Juehej.

I'Voni the (ireat preponderanee of the I'Veiieh-speakiiiH

jiopulation, the xi^itor ean hardly reaii-.e that lie is in a jian

of the British pJose--^i. ins ; the Continental appearance of

the houses and streets would lead one to think that he was
in a provincial town in France, but still there is too much
Kniili^h spoken in i.oniiiiercial circles for that, and very soon

the ear and eye yet atiu^toined to the strange and happy
co-mi ii>;liiit; ol race- which characterises iiinlern Oiiebec.

As the p.'rt in British .Vnrtli America best situated for

shippin;^ limber in the 1. i;. (Jiiebec aluavs has. and ibmbt-
less always will, stand |)rc eminent, for nature has end jwed
lier with every requisite and lacilitv for bi-ins; the depot fur

that trade. The shijimenl of balk limber has declined in all

the timber-producinj; countries of the world, and it is there-

ton no matter of surpri-e, nor is it anv fault of the ( )uebec
nierchanis, thai it ha- fallen off there. As great a volume ot

wood is jirobably beiiiy now shi|)ped from the St. Lawrence as

ever, but a large ]iroportiun of it goes forward in the shape
ol deals and boanls ()ur contractors, shipbuilders, car-

penters and joiners, vSic, now wish to buy wood convened
more nearly to the sizes in which it is to be used, and the
(aiiu revolution has taken place in the supplies from the
I'ru.siaii, Swedish, ai.d pilch pine ports.

Il is recorded that the hrst timber -hipi'cd lo I-airopc

from Canaila was sent from O.iebec by Talm in 1667.

Lieutenant Hoci|uarl sent timber ami boards to Roche-
fort in 17,?5, but the export to Knyland beuan in the
early days of the present century, when the (ontinen'.al

ports were closed to us by Napoleon. Tiie tr.idegrew rapidly,

anil as many as 1,350 si|uareriHL'ed ships h.ive entered the

river yearly to load limber. The trade appears l,j have
reached its /enith about i<'ii'4, when io.o\z,~:o cubic leet of

whilii pine timber were e.\ported. Since then the lr.-i<ie has
gradually declined to J,83H,000 ft. in I'^QS. In ])ine ileals

liom this port the falling olT is \'ery pronounced. In i.SSo,

;.S:!5,:6j stand.nus weie shipped, again-t 501,200 last year.

But the decline in the shipments of all sawn good- i<

counterbalanced wdien the i|uant:lies iijw -em from
Montreal are taken into account.

The steady increase in the value of white pine deals over

a aeries of years has been very great. The fair average
value for is: quality was given in i'<55 at ^1.;. and in l'i'14

at £ i\ l<i £i'~ per standard. S,iruce values have not risen

in proportion. In I'^S- it was quoted at Id per .-t.indar.l,

and £i to ^".S los. in 18^4.

The -upplanling of w.iod by iron for shipbuilding was a

si'rious bl.)w to the (Juebec oak trade, and the shipments

sc«m to have shown a suady falling off. Thu-, in 1874,

3.43^2^0 cubic feel were e.\ported, but last year only

^(19,560, but for the la-t ten \ears it has been mostly near

a million feel, twice onlv going up to i,;oo,coo.

Red pine shows a steady falling off from 5,1.^2,320 cubic

feel in 1845 to 321, ,080 last year. This is doubtless due to

the low price al which pitch pine has been sold, but ship-

ments of red pine are now being made to England for

sleepers.

The export of tamarac has ceased for some years, in fact,

since 1878, in which year a disease broke out affecting this

tree as well as spruce ; but a little has been again shipped

this year.

The oak stave trade which was al one time an important
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