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thcfc principles. But in the rapM skctcli wlilcU

we fhall draw of the rife and pro;;rcr8 of tlic mo-
inentuous contefl in which wc have been enga-

ged for twenty one years, we fhall often leave

their a;^plieation to your own judgements, con-

tenting ourfelves with pointing out the great fuc-

cefs, which after the mofl: difadrous events, has

been vouchfafed us through the blefllng of Al-

mighty God ; and concluding with the notice of

fome ofthofe glorious advantages which the ter-

mination of the war in Europe prefents to the

enraptured imagination.

The nations of Europe, from the peace of

1783, to the commencement of the trench Re-

volution, formed a pii^ure, which was on the

whole pleafmg, and interefting to the contem-

plative mind. There was feen throughout a f i-

rit of improvement, ftrong among tne people,

and animating fome of the Governments them-

felves. Changes were actually adopted in fome

ftates, highly beneficial to the public ; and fuch

attention began to be paid to the general infor-

mation of the people, as to prefent the faireft

profpeds of future amelioration. It cannot,

however, be concealed that, in moft countries

in Europe, and efpecially in France, the Govern-

ments were far behind the knowledge of the

people. The opprefTion of the laws ; the injuf-

tice of their adminiftration ;:aod the general

corruption of the Court of Verfailles, which ap-

peared in every department, fpread difcontent

among all ranks of people, except thofe immedi-
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