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gradation, reciprocally fupportingand fupported.

In one of the moft fortunate periodsof ourhiftory

this country was governed hy a connexion ; I

mean the great connexion of Whigs in the reign

of Q;_Anne. They were complimented upon
the principle of this connexion by a poet who
was in high e<leem with them. Addilbn, who
knew their fentiments, could not praife them
for what they confidered as no proper fubjcft of
commendation. As a poet who knew his bufi-

nefs, he could not applaud them for a thing

which in general eftimation wns not liighly re-

putable. Addrefling himfelf to Britain,

^hyfavourites grow not up by fortune sfport

,

Orfrom the crimes or Jollies of a court.

On thefirm bafis ofdefcrt they rije.

From long'trydfaith, andfriendfbip's holy ties.

The Whigs of thofe days believed that ths

only proper method of rifing into power was

through hard efTays of pracftifed friendihip and

experimented fidelity. At that time it was not

imagined, that patriotifm was a bloody idol,

which required the facrifice of children and pa-

rents, or dearert: connexions in private life, and

of all the virtues that rife from thofe relations.

They were not of that ingenious paradoxical

morality, to imagine that a fpirit of moderation

was properly (hewn in patiently bearing the fuf-

ferings of your friends ; or that difintcrellednefs

was clearly manifefted at the expence of other

peoples fortune. They believed that no men
could adt with efFed:, who did not adt in concert j

that


