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ITiould know, that he is not the great Com-
mander *.

i.!i^

But whatever may be the opinion refpeding :;;

him, v/e have certainly derived lights from this ,

""

enquiry to guide us in our future attempts. If ^/j

the fyftem of war which he purfued bejuftified as ^i-;

a general fyftem •, ftill it will be admitted that the •.

oppofite one would have proved more fuccefsful

in our particular inftance (y) ; and of courfe we
may exped to fee it adopted in future. It has con-

vinced us, that the conteft is not vain, nor the pur-

fuit impracticable 5 and that if favourable circum-

ftances have not been impioved •, if war has been
unfkilfully carried on; if peace has been injudi-

cioufly negociated; we have fufFered through

our " folly, not our fate," and we may hope that

the errors of our conducl are not irreparable.

With regard to general E irgoyne, it is not yet

time to enquire into his condud. The day niuft

come when that will be difcufled in a proper place.

If every Commander, who, in any manner what-

* Perhaps his charafler may be fummed up in a few words, by
applying to h'm what Montefquieu fays of Charles the Twelfth
of bweden. Sir IVUUam Ho-we is not an Alexander the Great i

but he luould have made a goodfoldier under Alexander.

(_y) It appears from General Kobertfon's evidence, that if

the grenadiers had not been called off by the General they

would have Oormcd the lines at Brooklyn ; and if the attack

had been made, they muH: have forced them, as Putnam

could not colleft three hundred oui of all the troops to Hand

to their arms.

F 2 foever.
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