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Bounties of an enormous value have tempted

the manufa6lur'>T from his loom, the handicrafts*

men from their tools and families, and have given

a fatal ftab to the true conftitutional and political

fyftem of raifing and difciplining troops in a free

and commercial country. Pofterity will feel the

lavilh neceflity of this war, and may find it diffi-

cult to apply a fufficient remedy to the evil.

This is the prefent ftate of the contending

powers: when you are called upon to grant your
fupplies for the fucceeding year. You wiil recollect

by what grants and by what expedients this pro-

digious armament has been brought to fuch bulk
and power-, and you will confider maturely, whe-
ther it is fafe to prolong it, even if the refources

of this country fhouid be equal to fuch a fcheme ;

and whether it may not be fatal to increafe it.

Is it a trivial vote which confirms this military

fyftem for twelve months more, and which gives

to the minilters of this country a difcretionary

power of ufing this great force againft fuch parts

of the empire, as to them appear to deferve or tO

want coercion ? And yet, if you Uftcn with the

fame patience, and receive with the fame credulity,

the profeflions of the men in power, you may
perhaps unadvifedly be induced to fubfcribe wirh

them to a war for another year.

7'he minifters may perhaps tell you that th^

Eaft India Company will pay two millions, and
that with fuch aflillance no new tax will be necef-

fary. But the contribution from the Eaft India

Company has no conpeiftion with the war. It is

for a renewal of their charter, and muft be given to

you at all events : furely then a peace with America,

the conciliation and return ot their afFedlion to

this country is a far more defirable objeft of pur-

chafe,


