
6 OF THE RIVER MISSISIPPI.

eft channel on tlie bar, which i:. fubjcit to rhift very often j Co

that a pilot is conftantly employed in founding. On every part

of the bar there is nine feet water, and fmall vcflcls go over it with-

out fear : frigates of thirty-fix guns have often gone through the

channel, after taking their guns out. When once a veflel has crofs-

ed the bar, the remainder of the navigation is v ry fafc, ki-cping

ciciir of the great trees, whieli float down with the current. When
winds are contrary, veflels make faft to the trees on the banks of

the river, and haul clofe, there being fufllcient depth of water for

any fliip whatever. It is impoflible to anchor without being expo-

fed to the danger of the great trees which come down with the cur-

rent almoft continually, but more efpecially at the time of the

floodr, which if any of them fliould come athwart hawfe, would

moft probably drive in the bows of the veffcl ; and there is a certain-

ty of loofing the anchors, as the bottom of the river is very foft

mud, covered with funk logs, and is in general at lead fixty fa-

thoms deep, and this fort of bottom and depth continues almoft: as

far as the Natches ; and all veflels that enter the river, can go up

within three miles of thatpoft.

The merchandize neceftary for the commerce to Natchitoches,

Miftbury, and in general the upper pofts on or near the Miflifip-

pi, is carried by Batteaus, which are rowed by eighteen or twenty
men, and contain about forty tons burthen ; they are commonly
three months going from New Orleans to the Illinois. They al-

ways go in convoys from New Orleans, and before they fet out ap-
point an officer from amongft themfelvcs to command them ; or
apply for a king's officer for that purpofe ; and whenever they put
on fliore to eat their meals, or encamp for the night, they have a

regular guard mounted : they ufe thefe precaut=ons for fear of any
attack from the Indians. The Chicaftiaws formerly were very
troublefome to them. Two of thefe convoys, confifting of from

feven


